 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1POLITICAL SCIENCE 395: GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS
Spring 2008; W 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Dr. Donald D.A. Schaefer

Office: Clow Faculty 416

OFFICE HOURS:
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. — Monday through Friday

COURSE DISCRIPTION:
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the field of global environmental politics. This will include looking at both the major theories surrounding environmental politics in general, in addition to those that specifically relate to the international arena. In addition, there will be an opportunity to look at specific examples of how the global politics of specific countries are affecting the rivers, oceans, forests, deserts, mountains, and the very people living within and around these. The class is very discussion oriented. It is expected that through the many debates that will take place that students will come to a better conclusion and appreciation of the environment around them. Through such understanding, it is expected that each student will gain a greater appreciation of the global environment and of those who affect it. 

TEXTS:

1. Regina S. Axelrod, David L. Downie, and Norman J. Vig (eds.), The Global Environment: Institutions, Law, and Policy, 2nd Edition.

2. Pamela S. Chasek, David L. Downie, and Janet W. Brown, Global Environmental Politics, 4th Edition.

3. Ken Conca and Geoffrey D. Dabelko, Green Planet Blues: Environmental Politics from Stockholm to Johannesburg, 3rd Edition.

4. Gregory M. Scott and Stephen M. Garrison, Political Science Student Writer’s Manual, 5th Edition.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Students will be required to: Take two take home exams and write a research essay. Participation will also count in terms of the final grade.

1.
Midterm = 300 points

2.
Essay = 300 points

3.
Final exam = 300 points

4.
Participation = 100 points

ASSIGNED READINGS: Students are expected to complete the readings on time.

CHEATING ON EXAMS: The policies outlined in the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh’s “Student Discipline Code” apply.
GRADING SCALE:

A 
= 
1000 – 930 points

AB 
= 
929 – 880 points

B 
= 
879 – 830 points

BC
=
829 – 780 points

C
=
779 – 730 points

CD
=
729 – 680 points

D 
= 
679 - 630 points

F 
= 
629 points and below

MAKE-UP EXAMS: Make up exams will be given only for those students who give prior notice and who can show a valid excuse, though emergencies will be considered. Only one make-up exam will be allowed and it shall be given separately late in the semester.

ESSAYS: A more detailed set of guidelines will be given out in class. It goes without saying that any student found plagiarizing and/or cheating will be subjected to the policies outlined in the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh’s “Student Discipline Code.”

OUTLINES: There will be a 15-point deduction from the grade of the essay for any outline NOT turned in on the due date.

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Students are required to attend class. Attendance will be taken. Material will be covered in class that will not be covered in the textbook. Ten percent of the final grade includes (in part) each student’s attendance record because one cannot participate in the class if one does not attend. Each student is allowed two unexcused absences. Each unexcused absence afterwards equals a 10-point deduction. If you show up and are attentive, this should be an easy 100 points.

LATENESS POLICY: Students who are late without an excuse will receive a 5-point deduction from their final participation grade for each time they are late.

LEAVING EARLY POLICY: Any student that leaves the class before the end of the period without permission from the instructor will be marked absent for that day.

SEATING POLICY: On the second day of class onward, students will be required to sit in the same seats for the duration of the semester. Students may request to change their seating. Failure to sit in an assigned seat may result in a student receiving an “unexcused” absence.

TIME TABLE

Wednesday, February 6
Assignment:  
(1) Introductions



(2) Movie: Seas of Grass


(3) Movie: On the Brink
Wednesday, February 13 – An Introduction to Global Environmental Politics
Assignment:  
(1) Global Environmental Politics
Chapter 1.  “The Emergence of Global Environmental Politics”


(2) Green Planet Blues
Preface
Part One: “The Debate at Stockholm”

· Chapters 1-5

Wednesday, February 20 – Domestic Concerns
Assignment: 
(1) Public Policy



Chapter 11. “Environmental and Energy Policy”





Print your copy from E-Reserves



(2) Issues for Debate in American Public Policy



Chapter 7. “The New Environmentalism”





Print your copy from E-Reserves



(3) Movie. An update to An Inconvenient Truth

Wednesday, February 27 – International Actors
Assignment: 
(1) Global Environmental Politics
Chapter 2.  “Actors in the Environmental Arena”


(2) Green Planet Blues,

Part Two. “Ecology and Structure of the International System”

· Chapters 6-11
Wednesday, March 5 – International Institutions
Assignment: 
The Global Environment

(1) Chapter 1. “Introduction: Governing the International Environment”

(2) Part I. “International Environmental Institutions and Regimes”

· Chapters 2-5

(3) The Final Paper Outline is due at the beginning of class.

Wednesday, March 12 – International Cooperation


Assignment:
(1) Green Planet Blues 

Part Three. “The Prospects for International Environmental cooperation”

· Chapters 12-16



(2) The Global Environment
· Chapter 6. “Global Climate Change Policy”

· Chapter 7. “Global Policy for Hazardous Chemicals”

(3) Take Home Exam

· The Take Home Midterm Exam will be passed out in class. It is due on Wednesday, March 19 at the beginning of class.

· The exam will cover the material to date.

Wednesday, March 19 – The Planet
Assignment: 
(1) The Midterm Exam is due at the beginning of class.


(2) Movie. Planet in Peril

Spring Break March 23 – 30: No Class

Wednesday, April 2 – No Class. I will be at the MPSA conference.

Wednesday, April 9 – Institutions and Economics
Assignment:
(1) Green Planet Blues
Part Four. “Institutions as Through the Earth Mattered”

· Chapters 17-21



(2) The Global Environment
· Chapter 8. “Economic Integration and Environmental Protection”

(3) Introduction to International Political Economy
· Chapter 20. “The Environment: The Green Side of IPE”




            Print your copy from E-Reserves

Wednesday, April 16 – Environmental Regimes

Assignment: 
Global Environmental Politics
· Chapter 3.  “The Development of Environmental Regimes: Eleven Case Studies”

· Chapter 4. “Effective Environmental Regimes: Obstacles and Opportunities

Wednesday, April 23 – Sustainable Development
Assignment:
(1) Green Planet Blues 

Part Five. “The Sustainability Debate”

· Chapters 22-26

(2) The Final Paper is due at the beginning of class.

Wednesday, April 30 – Sustainable Development and Policy

Assignment: 
(1) The Global Environment
Part III. “Implementing Global Policy: Cases and Controversies in Sustainable Development”

· Chapters 10-14

(2) Contemporary Cases in U.S. Foreign Policy
Chapter 13. “The Kyoto Protocol and Beyond: The Politics of Climate Change”

Print your copy from E-Reserves

(3) Take Home Final Exam

· The Take Home Final Exam will be passed out in class. It is due on Wednesday, May 7 at the beginning of class.

· The exam will cover the material through the end of the course.

Wednesday, May 7 – Security and Justice

Assignment:
(1) Green Planet Blues
Part Six. “From Ecological Conflict to Environmental Security”

· Chapters 27-31
Part Seven. “Ecological Justice

· Chapters 32-35



(2) The Global Environment
Chapter 9. “Compliance with Global Environmental Policy”

(3) Take Home Exam

· The Final Exam is due at the beginning of class.
Wednesday, May 14 – The Future of Global Environmental Politics

Assignment: 
Global Environmental Politics
Chapter 5.  “Economics, Development, and the Future of Global Environmental Politics”

