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Wisconsin, the place and its people evoke numerous images.  It is the home of the Packers, America’s Dairyland and part of the American agricultural, industrial and cultural heartland.  It is a state of farms, forests, lakes, “Up North”, factories, the Milwaukee urban area, magnificent autumns and perhaps not so magnificent winters.  It has a rich, diverse cultural heritage and traditions from Indian sites and communities,  beer ‘n brats, cheese, ethnic festivals, and the Friday fish fry to deer hunting “Up North”, fishing for “the big one”, bubblers, the corner tavern, hard workers, and families.  For some, Wisconsin is all this and more; for others it has quite different meanings and perhaps far less pleasant associations.  In this course we will look at a number of aspects of Wisconsin’s physical and human landscapes, both past and present, and at the interactions between the two landscapes that shape the state and its people.  This will help enhance an understanding and appreciation of characteristics, patterns, and relationships within the state and between Wisconsin and other areas.
Office Hours:

 M 4:30-5:30 or after class as necessary

Text/required class materials:
Ostergren and Vale, eds.  Wisconsin Land and Life.  University of Wisconsin Press, 1997.

Wisconsin's Past and Present: A Historical Atlas.  University of Wisconsin Press, 1998.

Leopold, Aldo.  A Sand County Almanac.  Ballantine Books  

The assigned readings (texts and other) are listed on the topic outlines

Other readings, videos, etc. may be assigned or used as an integral part of the course.  They will be put on library reserve, adequate copies will be made available, or they will be part of the lecture.  You will be responsible for these materials.  A copy of  Wisconsin Atlas and Gazetteer, Delorme Mapping Company (various editions) and/or an official state road map can be valuable for locating places and features.

Appropriate and approved lectures, events, etc. relevant to the course that take place on campus or in the community may be attended for extra credit.  You will have to provide proof of attendance and respond to some questions related to the activity for credit.  See me for further information and approval.
Attendance:

Regular attendance in Geography 313 is strongly encouraged and expected.   Formal attendance will be taken regularly and frequent absences will be noted.  A significant part of the exams will be taken from the lecture material.  It is important that you complete the assigned readings in a timely fashion and they will be the source of some exam material.  If you miss a class it is your responsibility to get any notes and see me about any work missed.  I do not make my notes available if material is missed, but I will work with you.  It is especially important that you make every effort to take the exams at their scheduled times.  Make up exams may be given for valid reasons, but I have to approve any make up and its timing.

Academic Misconduct and/or Inappropriate Behavior:

Cheating, other forms of academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be dealt with in accordance with UW System rules.  Inappropriate classroom behavior will not be tolerated and any such behavior will result in you being asked to leave for the remainder of the class period and any work missed cannot be made up.

Course Concerns and Problems:

If you have any problems with any aspect of the course, or if you have any questions or comments it will be in your best interest to see me as soon as they arise so they can be dealt with effectively.  If you have a certified disability that may require special consideration, please see me early in the semester so that an appropriate response to your needs can be developed.

Exams/Exercises:

There will be three exams.  The approximate dates are noted on the course outline.  The exam dates are subject to change, but ample notice of dates will be given.  The format will be discussed prior to the exam.  

Course Grade:

The course grade will be determined approximately as follows:


Exam # 1:  33 1/3%

Exam #2:  33 1/3%

Exam #3:  33 1/3%

With the exception of optional, relevant lectures, events noted earlier extra credit is not available as a component of the overall course grade

Grade Scale:

The course grade will be determined based on the following scale:

A :  100 - 94%

B:     87 - 82%

C:    75 - 70 %

D: 63 - 59%

AB:   93 - 88%

BC:  81 - 76 %

CD:  69 - 64%

F:  <59%

Tentative Course Outline

Week



Lecture Topics






 1  (2/04) 

Intro. to Wisconsin/Landforms

 2  (2/11)

Landforms

 3  (2/18)

Weather & Climate

 4  (2/25)

Weather & Climate/Natural Resources

 5  (3/03)

Exam #1/Natural Resources/Biogeography
 6  (3/10)

Hydrogeography/Native American Landscapes

 7  (3/17)

Native American Landscapes/Early European Contact




& Settlement

3/23-30


Spring Recess 
8   (3/31)

"Modern” Settlement Patterns

 9  (4/07)

“Modern” Settlement Patterns/Economic Geography

10 (4/14)

Exam #2/Economic Geography

11  (4/21)

Economic Geography/Political Geography/Environmental Geography

12  (4/28)

“Up North”

13  (5/05) 

Other selected areas, special places in Wisconsin/Wisconsin in a national & 




global context

14  (5/12)

Conclusion/Exam #3 

