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Environmental Studies 375: Ecosocial Advocacy

thinking activism and practical idealism
Tuesday & Thursday, 11:30-1:00, Swart 5

General nature of the course

This course considers philosophies and forms of environmental and social advocacy. The course is based on the idea that students should learn about environmental and social issues in a way that enables them to be effective agents of positive change. The course assumes that the issues involved are complex, that there are various valid views concerning those issues, and that skills are required to be effective in making a better world. Thus students need to think critically about the various approaches and need to develop practical skills. The course does not uphold any one philosophy or approach as the best but rather seeks to develop in students an ability to understand and evaluate various approaches to advocacy and to deepen and articulate their own views, while being respectful and open to the views of others. Designed in particular for students in Environmental Studies, Women’s Studies, African-American Studies, and Social Justice. The only prerequisite is sophomore standing.
The UW Oshkosh Guide to Ecosocial Advocacy Project

Among other assignments, students will 
· write a review of film relevant to ecosocial activism. 

· write a paper critically analyzing a case study

· articulate their own philosophy of ecosocial advocacy
These assignments will become part of an ongoing endeavor, the UW Oshkosh Guide to Ecosocial Advocacy, which will posted be on the internet. (If they wish, students may choose to not have their work part of this public project.) The instructor reserves the right to make editorial refinements in the written work before putting it up on the internet.
Curricular functions

The course is one of the “Environment, Community, and Culture” electives in the Environmental Studies major. It also counts toward the Environment and Justice option within the Social Justice minor.
Format

The course has three components: theoretical (theoretical analysis of types of ecosocial activism), analytical (critical analysis of case studies), and practical (development of skills). As another opportunity to develop skills, students will play a leadership role in the class, with groups leading discussions of case studies and individuals presenting reports on their case studies and philosophy of ecosocial advocacy.

Purposes of the course
1. To critically analyze diverse forms and philosophies of ecosocial advocacy.

2. To deepen and refine the student’s own philosophy of ecosocial advocacy.

3. To examine specific case studies, evaluate their relative success, and analyze the reasons for the extent and limit of that success.

4. To develop practical skills that will enable students to become effective agents for positive ecosocial change.

5. To build a community of UWO students engaged in thinking activism and practical idealism.

Required texts

Bobo, Kim, et al. Organizing for Social Change: Midwest Academy Manual for Activists. 3rd edition. Santa Ana, Calif.: Seven Locks Press, 2001. 

Kaufman, Cynthia. Ideas for Action: Relevant Theory for Radical Change. Cambridge, Mass.: South End Press, 2003.

Assignments

I reserve the right to change the assignments and what they count for if that is more appropriate to the goals of the course.

1. Active, informed, and cooperative participation in class discussion and skill-building. This course is a seminar, which means that students are responsible for the quality of discussion. Includes students leading class discussion and in-class report on a case study. 25% of grade.

2. 5-6 page research paper critically and constructively analyzing a specific case study of activism. 25% of grade.

3. 5-6 page articulation, justification, and self-critique of the student’s own philosophy of and approach to activism. Key elements: comprehensive perspective, critical thinking about one’s own stance, and effectiveness of communicating that stance. 20% of grade.

4. Participation in and critical analysis of class project.  22.5% of grade.
5. A two page analysis of one film relevant to ecosocial activism. 5% of grade.

6. Three (3) one-half to one-page (double spaced) responses to Earth Charter Summit or other ecosocial activism events. 2.5% of grade.
Calculating Grades 

Grades will be calculated with the following schema: 

> 92%: A; 88-92%: AB; 83-87%: B; 78-82%: BC; 73-77%: C; 68-72%: CD; 60-67%: D; <60%: F.

WEBSITE

This course has its own website (see top of syllabus). Some essential material is placed on that website. Students are responsible for knowing what is on the website. If you have any questions about the material on the website or have difficulty accessing it, it is your responsibility to contact me. Also, if you find things that need correcting, please let me know.

ELECTRONIC CONTACT 

We will be in contact throughout the semester via email. It is university policy that you use your uwosh.edu email account. I will be sending you important messages from time to time through email, and you are responsible for them. So you should check your email at least once a day. If you have a personal email account (e.g., yahoo or hotmail), you can set it up to forward those messages to your uwosh.edu account. It is your responsibility to ensure that we are in email contact – let me know if you are not receiving emails from me. In addition, much of the class material is on the course website, and you are responsible for accessing that material.

COMMUNITY GUIDELINES

· Due dates: You must submit assignments by the beginning of class on the due date. Do not miss class in order to work on your homework or papers. 

· Attendance: Both because of the difficult nature of the material and the importance of class discussion, regular attendance is crucial to all concerned. Students will be allowed two absences due to circumstances other than illness [bring note on the illness]. Each subsequent absence will result in a reduction of the final grade one mark, e.g. BC to C, per absence. More than six [6] absences for any reason will result in removal from the class. Classes missed on account of athletic contests or family emergencies do not count as absences due to illness – save your “free days” for such emergencies. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to a standard of academic integrity for all students. The system guidelines state: “Students are responsible for the honest completion and representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect of others’ academic endeavors.” (UWS 14.01, Wisconsin Administrative Code) Students are subject to disciplinary action for academic misconduct, which is defined in UWS 14.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code. Students at UW Oshkosh have been suspended form the University for academic misconduct. Students are encouraged to review the procedures to violations of academic honesty. The system guidelines and local procedures are printed in the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Student Discipline Code 2003-2004 and can be found on the Dean of Students website at www.uwosh.edu/dean/conduct.htm. For a website that gives a helpful discussion of plagiarism, see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html.

Schedule

Schedule and assignments are subject to change.
Introduction

Th 9/7
Introduction. 

· Theoretical reading: Alinsky, Rules for Radicals, xiii-xxvi (on e-reserve)
Tu 9/12
Discussion of Alinsky approach to direct action organizing. Practicum 1: Creating goals, strategies, and action plans.

· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 22-29, 30-46, 70-81 

· Theoretical/Practicum reading: Alinsky, Rules for Radicals, 3-23, 126-131 (on e-reserve)
Th 9/14
Practicum 2: Facilitating a meeting. 
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 8-21, 128-139 
Tu 9/19
Discussion of the film: “Democratic Promise” and the approach of Alinsky and Shaw. Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 1}. 
· Theoretical/Practicum reading: Shaw, The Activist’s Handbook, 1-26, 45-52, 56-61, 212-228 (on e-reserve)
· Theoretical/Practicum reading: Ideas for Action 277-278 (“Prefigurative Politics”) 

· Theoretical Reading: “Conventional ethics” (on course website).
· Theoretical reading: “Alinsky’s Rules of the Ethics of Means and Ends” (on course website)
*** Choice of case study due by beginning of class; submit as email attachment ***

*** Top three preferences for film due by beginning of class; submit as email attachment ***

Th 9/21
Practicum 3: Creating efficient group structure.  
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 62-69, 288-297
Tu 9/26
Discussion of Gandhi’s approach to activism and the film: “Gandhi.” Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 2}.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 82-99

· Theoretical Reading: Gandhi on Activism (selected quotations) (on course website & e-reserve)
· Theoretical Reading: Gandhi: 10 rules for conflict resolution (on course website)
Th 9/28
Practicum 4: Recruiting/retaining members; developing leadership.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 110-117, 118-127

Tu 10/3
Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 3}. 
· Theoretical Reading: Gottlieb, “Redemptive Suffering and the Civil Rights Movement,” (chapter 5 of Joining Hands) (on e-reserve)
Th 10/5
Practicum 5: Techniques for participation in political structures and electoral politics.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 182-203
*** Earth Charter Community Summit October 8-14 ***

Tu 10/10
Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 4}.
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Introduction and Chapter 1

*** Responses to Earth Charter due, beginning of class ***

Th 10/12
Practicum 6: Techniques for effective direct action.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 48-61

Tu 10/17
Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 5}. 
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Chapters 2 and 3

Th 10/19
Practicum 7: The art of compromise, consensus, conflict resolution, and coalition building.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 220-231. 
Tu 10/24
Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 1}.
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Chapter 4

Th 10/26
Practicum 8: Getting the word out
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 140-155, 156-171

Tu 10/31
Case study 1. Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 2}.
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Chapter 6

Th 11/2
Case study 2. Practicum 9: Getting what you need: information and fundraising.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 276-287. 

Tu 11/7
Case study 3. Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 3}.
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Chapter 7

Th 11/9
Case study 4. Practicum 10: Getting hired in activism and advocacy.
· Practicum reading: Midwest Academy Manual: 346-379

Tu 11/14
Case study 5. Activist theory {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 4}.
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Chapters 8 and 9

Th 11/16
Case studies 6 & 7. Activist theory. {Theoretical discussion leaders: group 5}
· Theoretical Reading: Ideas for Action, Chapter 10
***Analysis of film due, beginning of class***

Tu 11/21
No class.
· No reading

Th 11/23
Happy Thanksgiving

Tu 11/28
Case studies 8, 9, & 10. 
· Work on papers

Th 11/30
Fair Trade festival. 
· Work on papers

*** Case study analysis due, beginning of class. (11-16 can turn their’s in after their presentation.)
Tu 12/5
Case study 11, 12 & 13. 
· Work on papers

*** Critical analysis of class project due, beginning of class.

Th 12/7
Case studies 14, 15, & 16. 
· Work on papers

Tu 12/12 
Discussion of students’ approaches to activism.
· Work on papers

Th 12/14
Video and celebration of the end of the course. 
*** Paper on student’s own philosophy of and approach to advocacy due at beginning of class.
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