Religious Studies 395/Environmental Studies 332 

Radical Environmentalism
Spring 2006
Dr. John Baumann



Office Hours: W 1-2:30

Office: AC 310



and by appointment
E-mail: baumann@uwosh.edu 

Phone: 424-7183
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Abbey, Edward.  The Monkey Wrench Gang.  Perennial: New York, 1985

Foreman, Dave, and Bill Haywood, eds.  Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching.  Abbzug Press: Chico, CA, 2002

Jensen, Derrick.  A Language Older Than Words.  Chelsea Green Publishing: White River Junction, VT, 2004 (Recommended Text)

Manes, Christopher.  Green Rage:  Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking of Civilization.  Little, Brown and Company: Boston, 1990

Rosebraugh, Craig.  Burning Rage of a Dying Planet: Speaking for the Earth Liberation Front.  Lantern Books: New York, 2004

Online Readings on Polk library E-Reserve
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
One of the most controversial aspects of modern environmental thought and resistance is embodied in radical environmentalism.  From Sea Shepherd to Earth First!, from ELF to ALF, from radical deep ecology to green anarchy, radical environmentalism preaches no compromise and practices resistance now!  This class will depart from academic convention and explore the thought and actions of radical environmental activists from the inside out.  
REQUIREMENTS:
Due to the intensive nature of the course, students are expected to attend all classes.  Students must keep up with the substantial reading schedule, and must come to class prepared with questions and comments daily.  Involvement in class discussion is NOT an option, it is a necessity.  This class is designed along the lines of graduate seminar.  This means you need to read and think deeply, and share your ideas and thoughts with the class as much as possible.  In addition to the challenging reading schedule, the instructor reserves the right to assign additional reading as needed.  
EVALUATION:
Grades will be based on 

1.
Weekly response papers.  A total of ten 1-2 page response papers must be submitted in order to earn the full grade for this aspect of evaluation. These response papers must be sent electronically to the instructor    (baumann@uwosh.edu ) every Thursday by 5 pm. Writing should reflect critically and personally on the week’s discussions and readings.  Please, no scathing judgements.  Try to crawl inside the writings and discussions and find something of value.  (3 points each - 30 points total)

2.
Class facilitation.  All students are required to lead two class discussions on two separate (and substantial) articles or readings.  A paper representative of the facilitation is due the day of the facilitation.  We will discuss this further during the first class session. (10 points each facilitation - 20 points)

3.
One short paper summarizing your radical environmentalism project.  You will present an overview of your project to the class.  Projects are open to student imagination, but you may wish to develop a public presentation, give a teach-in to the campus or local community, organize a resistance activity, or any number of possibilities.  Group work is encouraged.  Professor approval required.  Write a short (3 page) summary of the action, reflecting on the experience.  Due before April 25.  (30 points)  

4.
Class participation and attendance.  This means MORE than just showing up.  You are expected to read all the materials, and come to class with questions and comments.  If you are shy, use this safe space to move through it.  There are no dumb questions or comments – we will respectfully consider all perspectives and opinions.  (20 points)

(I reserve the right to change the requirements of the course)

Radical Environmentalism 

Course Schedule
Readings are due on the date listed. 

M = Monkey Wrench Gang  G = Green Rage  E = Ecodefense B = Burning Rage

Online readings listed in italics
Jan 
31
Class Introduction


Feb
2
Facing the Culture of Extinction
G preface-44
Feb
7        Reformers, Earth First!


G 45-83
Feb
9
The Green World



G 84-136
Feb
14
Deep Ecology



G 139-190
Feb
16
Reaction




G 193-248 
Feb
21
Monkey Wrenching Intro


M xv-15, E 1-16
Feb
23
Origins, Spiking



M 16-52, E 17-36

Feb
28
The War Begins



M 53-97
Mar
2
Scouting




M 98-128, E 36-61

Mar
7
Back to Work



M 129-164, E 61-86
Mar
9
Working on the Railroad


M 165-222
Mar
14
SPRING BREAK

Mar
16
SPRING BREAK 
Mar
21
Scenes of the Crimes


M 223-253, E 88-115
Mar
23
Catch and Release



M 254-299
Mar
28
Rest Stop




M 300-330, E 116-157
Mar
30
The Chase Begins



M 331-353, E 158-182

Apr
4
The Chase Continues


M 354-397

Apr 
6
The Chase Concluded


M 398-421, E 183-209

Apr 
11
Drawn In




B ix-17, E 210-232

Apr 
13
Further In




B 18-54, E 233-260
Apr 
18
Vail/PNW




B 55-97, E 260-284

Apr 
20
GE/Urban Sprawl



B 98-131, 285-319
Apr 
25
FBI/Long Island



B 132-163, E 319-350

Apr
27
Crackdown




B 164-197
May
2
Action and Political Reaction

B 198-235

May
4
Is This Terrorism?



B 236-256

May
9
The Fire Rages On



B 257-272
May
11
Class Review
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