Human Dimensions of Wildlife Conservation
Anthro 368, Sec 001C/Env Stds 368, Sec 001C
Spring 2014

Instructor:
Office hours:
Office:
Telephone:
Email:

Dr. Stephanie Spehar
Wed. 9:00-11:00, Thurs. 3:00-4:00, or by appt.
Swart 312
424-7073
spehars@uwosh.edu

Class meetings: Tues & Thurs 11:1:20-2:50 pm
Classroom: Swart 126
Course description
This course will focus on the most central issue in the preservation of wildlife and biological
diversity: people. Human societies are dependent upon their natural environments, but humans
are also responsible for the current biodiversity crisis that threatens the stability and integrity of
our environment. This course integrates perspectives from conservation biology, which is the
scientific study of the factors that affect the maintenance and loss of biological diversity, and
environmental anthropology, which studies how humans interact with their natural environments,
to examine this “human dimension” of wildlife conservation.
In this course we first cover the major theoretical perspectives that fall under the umbrella of
environmental anthropology (for example, cultural ecology, ethnoecology, political ecology, and,
increasingly, sustainability). We then use this as a framework to explore the ways that economic,
political, social, and cultural forces shape how humans perceive and interact with their
environment, and the effect this has on global biodiversity. Finally, we examine and critique
conservation strategies, such as protectionist arguments, community-based conservation,
economic incentives, and ecotourism. Because environmental issues are almost always global
issues, we will mainly explore international case studies and examples, but we will sometimes
use case studies from the United States to provide local parallels.
The concept of sustainability
Sustainability is a major theme running through this course. It is often defined as “meeting the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs.” This sounds simple, but upon closer examination this statement has deep implications for
how we live our lives, individually and collectively. It requires that we ask all sorts of hard
questions- for example, what does “need” mean? Who gets to define this? Are our current
economic, political, and social systems capable of responding before things get too dire? If not,
how do we change them? What should we change them to?- and so forth. We will examine and
critique the concept of sustainability and you will be asked to apply this concept as you think
about conservation issues and possible solutions to conservation problems.
Course goals
As a result of participating in this class, you should be able to:

1) Understand how both individual agency and political, economic, and cultural forces shape
human interactions with the environment
2) Describe how this is manifested in the major threats to biodiversity
3) Make connections between the local and the global; understand that humans are increasingly
part of a global system, that local actions have global impacts and vice versa
4) Apply anthropological and sustainability perspectives to analyzing and critiquing approaches
to biodiversity conversation
5) Understand the complexities and challenges inherent in conserving global biodiversity and
importance of integrating diverse perspectives into this process
Another goal of this course is to further your liberal arts education. What is a liberal arts
education, you ask? It is an education that does not just prepare you for a specific career path,
but is intended to help you become a well-rounded, thoughtful, and engaged citizen and human
being who is interested in growing and learning throughout life- someone who can contribute to
our wider society in many ways. With this in mind, I encourage you to hone your critical
thinking skills in this class: be curious, ask questions, and weigh the evidence for various
arguments presented to you carefully before making a decision. Perhaps most importantly,
consider how what you learn in this class can be applied to creating the sort of society you would
like to live in.
Required text:
Townsend, Patricia K. 2009. Environmental Anthropology: From Pigs to Policies, 2nd edition.
Waveland Press.
This book is available in the bookstore, or from online vendors such as Amazon. Other readings
have been selected from a variety of sources, and will be available on D2L.
Course requirements
Readings, attendance, and participation
1. Readings: It is absolutely essential that you come to each class prepared to discuss the
readings for that day. The course cannot function if you do not do this. All readings should
be completed before class on the day they are assigned, and you should always bring all
readings with you to class. If you do not do this, then you will not be able to participate fully
in class discussions and activities, and your participation grade will suffer. I encourage you to
bring your laptop to class to utilize PDFs of readings, so you do not have to print them out
(but don’t let me catch you on facebook!).
2. Attendance is required; more than two unexcused absences will negatively affect your course
grade. Use those two freebies wisely- and please let me know ahead of time if you can’t be in
class.
3. Participation in class is a very important part of your grade. Students will be expected to
contribute to class discussions during every class meeting, and will also be expected to
participate in other ways (e.g., bringing requested materials to class, participating in in-class
activities or group work, posting discussion questions).

Your active participation in the class (and, by extension, your own learning) is the key to your
success in this class, and to the success of this course as a whole.
Participation grades will be assigned as follows:
A = participates often and meaningfully in class discussions and in-class work
A- = participates a fair amount
B = participates some
B- = participates rarely
C = in class but doesn't participate
A note about class discussions
Although I understand that some people are more comfortable than others speaking in front of
groups, part of college is learning to formulate and express your ideas clearly to others, and to
work through problems in a group setting. Therefore, I do expect active participation in class,
and I hope that we can create a class environment where everyone feels comfortable and safe
participating.
The main guideline for having civil discussions, and for creating a comfortable, safe
environment for everyone, is this: of course we can disagree with each other- anthropologists
frequently do so, and we’ll be discussing some contentious and difficult issues where there are
bound to be differences of opinion. It is HOW we disagree that matters- that we do so while still
respecting the person or people with whom we disagree, and without resorting to demeaning
language or insults.
Reading responses
Reading responses are short responses (~1-2 pages total) to questions posed about the readings
for that week. These assignments are designed to ensure that you are doing the readings and
thinking carefully about what you read. There will be a reading response due almost every week
(11 total); I require that students submit 8 out of the 11 possible reading responses throughout the
semester. The guiding questions for these reading responses will be posted on D2L by the week
before the reading response is due. Make sure you bring your completed readings response to
class on the day it is listed on the syllabus. NOTE: I will not accept late reading responses; make
sure you get these in on time!
Article presentation and discussion
Throughout the semester, groups of 2-3 students will be responsible for conducting a short
presentation and leading subsequent class discussion on selected readings about a topic. The
group will be required to hand in a short summary of the article and their discussion questions
(~1 page), and each individual in the group will write their own brief summary (~.5 page) of how
each group member contributed to the preparation for the presentation and discussion in class.
You will be graded based on these items and your efforts and ability to lead a thoughtful and
productive discussion about the topic in class. More information about how to do this will be
distributed the first week of class. The articles that will be presented by student groups are
indicated in the course schedule; I will have you choose articles in the first week of class.

Synthesis Papers
In lieu of exams, I will require you to complete 3 “synthesis papers” examining issues covered in
class. For these papers, which should each be 4-5 pages in length, you will be required to
address a set of questions or issues; you are expected to demonstrate your knowledge of
information presented in class readings, lectures, and discussions and your ability to integrate
diverse concepts and information related to the human dimensions of wildlife conservation.
Information about these papers will be distributed and discussed when appropriate.
Role-playing exercise
Near the end of the semester, you will engage in a role-playing exercise where you will apply
what you have learned about biodiversity conservation to the process of negotiating the creation
of a new protected area. Groups of students will be assigned to play the role of different
stakeholders in the region, and each student will be required to write a brief analysis of their role
and their response to the process. Details will be discussed during the semester.
Other important points
1. Phones: Cell phone use is NOT permitted in our classroom. This is our time to focus on
learning together, and distractions like cell phone use do not allow us to do this. Make sure
your phones are off! And please don't text- I can tell when you’re doing it.
2. Email and D2L: D2L is the central hub for our class- it is where assignments, readings,
changes to the course schedule, etc. are posted. You are required to use it, and to check it
regularly. If you have difficulty using D2L, please let me know ASAP and we can work
through the problem or set up a training session for you. Email is also an official form of
class business. This means I expect you to check your UW Oshkosh email account daily on
the weekdays, and to read my emails as they are official class announcements. Email is also
an excellent way to reach me, but please don’t expect me to respond right away on weekends
or if I am away at a conference or over a break. Giving me 24 hours to respond is a good
general guideline.
3. The course schedule is a general guideline – we might go slower or faster depending on
interest and engagement on various topics, or specific topics or assignments may change.
You will always be notified of these changes in class and on D2L. You are responsible for
any changes to the syllabus that are announced in class and/or are posted on D2L. Feel free to
give feedback on the speed of the class or the choice of topics!
Grading
Attendance and participation:
Reading responses (8):
Article presentation (1):
Role-playing exercise and response (1):
Synthesis papers (3):

15%
20%
10%
10%
45%

Semester grades will be based on your percentage of the total points (weighted to correct for the
different “values” of different assignments) possible in the class:

A = 93 - 100%
A- = 90 - 92%
B+ = 88 - 89%
B = 83 - 87%
B- = 80 - 82%
C+ = 78 - 79%

C = 73 - 77%
C- = 70 - 72 %
D+ = 68 - 69%
D = 62 - 67%
D- = 60 - 62
F = 0 - 59%

I reserve the right to lower one or more of these grade thresholds. Under no circumstance will I
raise any of the thresholds.
Changes to the syllabus and course schedule
I will do my very best to adhere to the syllabus and course schedule; however, I reserve the right
to change topic, dates, readings, etc. due to unforeseen circumstances! You will always be
notified of these changes in class, and changes will also be posted on D2L. You are responsible
for any changes to the syllabus or course schedule that are announced in class and are posted on
D2L.
Course schedule
NOTE: PT= Patricia Townsend, Environmental Anthropology: From Pigs to Policies;
RR=Reading response; **=student presentation article
CHANGES SOMETIMES OCCUR IN SCHEDULED LECTURE TOPICS, READINGS, ETC.
I RECOMMEND THAT YOU REGULARLY CHECK THIS COURSE SCHEDULE ON D2L,
RATHER THAN RELYING ON A PRINTED SYLLABUS.
2/4: Introduction to class
2/6: The biodiversity crisis
Readings:
 Wilson, E.O. (2003). Chp 1: To the Ends of the Earth. In: The Future of Life. Vintage:
New York.
 Read through the sections “Introduction” and “Biodiversity in 2010” of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (2010). Global Biodiversity Outlook 3. United Nations
Environment Program, Montreal. (https://www.cbd.int/gbo3/)
 Butchart et al. (2010). Global biodiversity: Indicators of recent declines. Science 328:
1164-1168.
Supplementary readings (optional):
 Dickman et al. (2007). The pathology of biodiversity loss: the practice of conservation.
In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 1. John Wiley: New York.
 Hoffman et al. (2010). The impact of conservation on the status of the world’s
vertebrates. Science 330:1503-1509.
Guest speaker: Scott Hillard, Ph.D. Candidate at Michigan Tech, speaking about his experiences
with international environmental issues during his time in the Peace Corps in Malawi

2/11: Why value biodiversity?
Readings:
 PT, Chp 11
 Pierce et al. (2007). What is biodiversity worth? Economics as a problem and a solution.
In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 1. John Wiley: New York.
 McCauley, D. (2006). Selling out on nature, and Responses to McCauley. Nature 443:
27-28 and 749-750.
 Wilson, E.O. (2003). Chp 6: For the love of life. In: The Future of Life. Vintage: New
York.
 Leopold, A. (1949). Thinking Like A Mountain.
Due: RR1
2/13: Environmental anthropology: Humans in ecosystems
Readings:
 PT, Chp. 1-3
 Moran, E.F. (2006). Chp 2: A Reminder: How Things Were, pp 26-39. In: People and
Nature: An Introduction to Human Ecological Relations. Blackwell: Oxford.
 Atran et al. (1999). Folkecology and commons management in the Maya Lowlands.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 96:7598-7603.
Due: RR2
2/18: Environmental anthropology: Humans in ecosystems
Readings:
 PT, Chp 4-7
 Moran, E.F. (2006). Chp 2: A Reminder: How Things Were, pp 39-56. In: People and
Nature: An Introduction to Human Ecological Relations. Blackwell: Oxford.
 Stonich & DeWalt. (1996). The Political Ecology of Deforestation in Honduras. In:
Tropical Deforestation: The Human Dimension. Columbia University Press: New York
 **P1: Wilk, R. (2006). The ecology of global consumer culture. In: The Environment in
Anthropology: A Reader in Ecology, Culture, and Sustainable Living. NYU Press: New
York.**
2/20: Sustainability: Annoying buzzword or a new way of understanding the relationship
between human communities and their environments?
Readings:
 PT, Chp 13
 Fricker, A. (1998). Measuring up to sustainability. Futures 30.
 Read the “Introduction”, “Overview”, “World Footprint”, and “Footprint for Nations”
sections of the Footprint Basics on the Global Footprint Network’s website
(http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/basics_introduction/). Make
sure to watch the video, “What is ecological overshoot?”



Read “About the HPI” and “The data” on the Happy Planet Index’s website
(http://www.happyplanetindex.org/)

Supplementary readings (optional):
 Prugh & Assadourian (2003). What is sustainability anyway? Worldwatch Magazine 16.
 White, M. (2013). Sustainability: I know it when I see it. Ecological Economics 86: 213217.
Due: RR3
2/25: Intro to threats to biodiversity: HIPPO+C
Readings:
 Wilson, E.O. (2003). Nature's last stand. In: The Future of Life. Vintage: New York.
 Vandermeer, J. & Perfecto, Y. (2005). Chp 1: Slicing up the rainforest on your breakfast
cereal. In: Breakfast of Biodiversity: The Political Ecology of Rainforest Destruction.
Food First Books: Oakland.
 Lenzen et al. (2012). International trade drives biodiversity threats in developing nations.
Nature 486: 109-112.
PAPER 1 DUE AROUND HERE
2/27: Habitat loss and degradation: Borneo case study
Readings:
• Vandermeer, J. & Perfecto, Y. (2005). Chp 6: The political ecology of logging and
related activities. In: Breakfast of Biodiversity: The Political Ecology of Rainforest
Destruction. Food First Books: Oakland.
• White, M. (2008). Borneo's moment of truth. National Geographic.
• **P2: Koh et al. (2010). Wash and spin cycle threats to biodiversity. Biotropica 42: 6771**
• **P2: Blach, W. (2014). Palm oil: WWF name and shame top global buyers. The
Guardian, Tuesday 28 January 2014 (http://www.theguardian.com/sustainablebusiness/palm-oil-name-shame-wwf)**
Due: RR4
3/4: Habitat loss and degradation: Central America case study
Readings:
 Vandermeer, J. & Perfecto, Y. (2005). Chp. 9: Biodiversity, agriculture, and rain forests.
In: Breakfast of Biodiversity: The Political Ecology of Rainforest Destruction. Food First
Books: Oakland.
 Feber et al. (2007). Can farming and wildlife coexist? In: Key Topics in Conservation
Biology 1. John Wiley: New York
 **P3: Rappole et al. (2003). Coffee and conservation, and responses: Philpott, S.M. &
Dietsch, T. (2003). Coffee and conservation: a global context and the value of farmer
involvement; and Rappole et al. (2003). Coffee and conservation III. Conservation
Biology**

Supplementary readings (optional):
• Perfecto et al. (1996). Shade coffee: A disappearing refuge for biodiversity. Bioscience
46: 598-608.
3/6: Overexploitation: Hunting
Readings:
 Fa et al. (2007). Bushmeat: the challenge of balancing human and wildlife needs in
African moist tropical forests. In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 1. John Wiley:
New York
• McRae, M. (1997). Road Kill in Cameroon. Natural History.
• **P4: Brashares et al. (2004). Bushmeat hunting, wildlife declines, and fish supply in
West Africa. Science 306:1180-1183.**
Supplementary readings (optional):
• Milner-Gulland, E.J. & Bennett, E.L. (2003). Wild meat: the bigger picture. Trends in
Ecology & Evolution 18: 351-357
• De Merode et al. (2004). The value of bushmeat and other wild foods to rural households
living in extreme poverty in Democratic Republic of Congo. Biological Conservation
118:573-581.
Due: RR5
3/11: Overexploitation: Fishing
Readings:
• Montaigne, F. (2007). Still Waters: The Global Fish Crisis. National Geographic, April
2007.
• Guiding questions for film (bring to class)
Film: A Fish Story
Guest speaker: Dr. Vivian Foss, who grew up in a fishing community in Maine
3/13: Overexplotation: Wildlife trade
Readings:
 Dutton et al. (2012). Tackling the Unsustainable Wildlife Trade. In: Key Topics in
Conservation Biology 2. John Wiley: New York
• Webster, D. (1997). The looting and smuggling and fencing and hoarding of impossibly
precious, feathered and scaly wild things. The New York Times Magazine, February 16,
1997.
• **P5: Mitra, B. 2006. Sell the tiger to save it. New York Times. 15 August, p. A19**
• **P5: Jiang et al. (2007). Captive-bred tigers and the fate of wild tigers. Bioscience 57:
525**
• **P5:Kirkpatrick et al. (2010). Killing tigers to save them: fallacies of the farming
argument. Conservation Biology.**

Due: RR6
3/18: Invasive Species
Readings:
 MacDonald et al. (2007). Introduced species and the line between biodiversity
conservation and naturalistic eugenics. In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 1. John
Wiley: New York
• Pimentel et al. (2005). Update on the environmental and economic costs associated with
alien-invasive species in the United States. Ecological Economics 52: 273-288.
Due: RR7
3/20: Pollution
Readings:
• Reread PT, Chp 7
• Excerpts from Kane, J. (1995). Savages. Vintage: New York. (focus on effects of oil
extraction in Huaorani)
• Romero, S. & Krauss, C. (2009). In Ecuador, resentment of an oil company oozes. New
York Times, May 14, 2009.
• Romero, S. & Krauss, C. (2011). Ecuador judge orders Chevron to pay $9 billion. New
York Times, Feb. 14, 2011.
• Guiding questions (bring to class)
Film: Crude
3/25: SPRING BREAK
3/27: SPRING BREAK
4/1: Population
Readings:
• PT, Chp 10
• Wilson, E.O. (2002). The bottleneck. In: The Future of Life. Vintage: New York.
• Whitty, J. (2010). The last taboo. Mother Jones, May/June 2010.
Due: RR8
4/3: Climate change
Readings:
 PT, Chp 8
• Root et al. (2007). Managing biodiversity in the light of climate change: current
biological effects and future impacts. In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 1. John
Wiley: New York.
• **P6: Moritz et al. (2008). Impact of a Century of Climate Change on Small-Mammal
Communities in Yosemite National Park, USA. Science 322:261-264**

PAPER 2 DUE AROUND HERE
4/8: Theoretical and philosophical frameworks for doing conservation
Readings:
• Mermet et al. (2012). Five paradigms of collective action underlying the human
dimension of conservation. In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 2. John Wiley: New
York.
• Terborgh, J. (1999). The Danger Within. In: Requiem for Nature. Shearwater:
Washington, D.C.
• Fortwangler, C. (2002). The Winding Road: Incorporation of social justice and human
rights into protected area policies. In Contested Nature: Promoting International
Biodiversity with Social Justice in the 21st Century. SUNY: New York.
Due: RR9
4/10: Community-based conservation: Challenges of managing the commons
Readings:
 Berkes (2004). Rethinking community-based conservation. Conservation Biology 18:
621-630.
 Horowitz & Lyon. (2007). Community conservation: a practicioner’s answer to critics.
Oryx. 41:376-385.
 **P7: Case study TBA**
4/12 (Saturday): Citizen science: Participate in Sandhill Crane Count
Readings:
• Silvertown et al. (2012). Citizen science and nature conservation. In: Key Topics in
Conservation Biology 2. John Wiley: New York.
4/15: Ecotourism
Readings:
• Honey, M. (2008). “In Search of the Golden Toad” and “Tanzania: Whose Eden Is It?”
In: Ecotourism and Sustainable Development: Who Owns Paradise? Island Press.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Pete Brown
4/17: Film: Milking the Rhino
4/22: Internationally mediated economic incentives
Readings:
• Barrett et al. (2012). Economic instruments for nature conservation. In: Key Topics in
Conservation Biology 2. John Wiley: New York.
• **P8: Case study TBA; REDD+ and payments for ecosystem services**
4/24: Living side by side? Mediating wildlife-human conflict
Readings:

•
•
•

Dickman et al. (2012). The human dimension of mediating conflict with large carnivores.
In: Key Topics in Conservation Biology 2. John Wiley: New York.
**P9: Treves & Bruskotter. (2011). Gray Wolf Conservation at a Crossroads. BioScience
61: 584-585.**
**P9: Treves et al. (2013). Longitudinal Analysis of Attitudes Toward Wolves.
Conservation Biology 27: 315–323.**

Due: RR10
4/29: Case study: Paso Pacifico
Readings:
 TBA
5/1: Case study: HUTAN
Readings:
 TBA
5/6: Role-playing exercise
Readings:
• Harrison, K. (1999). Roads where there have long been trails. Terrain.org: A Journal of
the Built & Natural Environments, 3. (focus on identifying examples of main concepts)
• Gordon, J. (2006). The role of science in NGO mediated conservation: insights from a
biodiversity hostpot in Mexico. Environmental Science and Policy 9: 547-554. (note the
different perspectives and stakeholders discussed)
• Complete assignments and preparation for role-playing exercise given to you by
instructor in previous class
5/8: Role-playing exercise
5/13: Human behavior and responsibility in a globalized world
Readings:
 Elgin, D. (1981). Voluntary simplicity and the new global challenge. From Voluntary
Simplicity. Harper Collins: New York.
 Maniates, M.F. (2001). Individualization: Plant a tree, buy a bike, save the world? Global
Environmental Politics 1:3.
Due: RR11
5/15: PAPER 3 DUE AROUND HERE

