
To Entering Students and Transfer Students:

On behalf of the faculty and staff of the Psychology Department, I would like to welcome you to the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.

This handbook will assist you in planning your course of study as a Psychology major.  It is intended to supple​ment, explain, and interpret the formal regulations in the Undergraduate Bulletin.  Please read these materials carefully and save them for future reference, as they contain informa​tion that is essential for sound academic programming. 

Students inter​ested in Psychology are admitted to the University as Pre-Psychology majors. To be formally admitted to the major, which is required for graduation, you must complete the requirements shown on the form in the back of this handbook and return the form to the Department Office (Clow Faculty 29).  See section G of this handbook for more information about Admission to the Major. If you have questions concerning the Admission to Major, please contact me or other faculty in the department. 
The staff of the Undergraduate Advising Resource Center (UARC) will guide you in registering for classes in your first several semesters at UW Oshkosh.  Lisa Szromba, of the UARC, is the primary advisor for Psychology majors and she works closely with the Department in advising students who have earned up to 40 college units (credits).  After a student completes 40 units, advising is done by faculty in the Psychology Department.  See Section C of the Handbook for more information about advising and be sure to pay attention to the fact that the Department puts a “hold” on registration that prevents students from registering until they meet either with Ms. Szromba or their Psychology faculty advisor.
Psychology faculty and staff have offices on the ground floor of the Clow Faculty building which is the five stories building on the corner of High Avenue and Rockwell Avenue.  Please stop by and get to know us!  Also, check your university e-mail regularly for announcements from the department.  Additional information about the department can also be found at http://www.uwosh.edu/departments/psychology.

ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY,

James E. Koch
Associate Professor and Chair
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A. THE PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR


A Psychology major can help students achieve a wide variety of educational and career goals.  It can be the basis of a liberal arts education for students with no long‑range plans for a career in Psychology.  A Psychology major also prepares students for:

1. Employment with a wide variety of social service agencies.  After initial employment, many of these agencies encourage graduate school study.


2. Employment in business.  Examples are human resources, marketing, and sales.  Some students take a minor in Business Administration.

3. Employment in corrections, police departments, etc.  Some students with these interests take a minor or a double major in Criminal Justice.


Students who major in Psychology do not have to go to graduate or professional schools in order to find good jobs.  However, if you want to be able to call yourself a “psychologist”, you do need a graduate degree in Psychology.  Dr. Perlman, of the Psychology Department, has written a very informative booklet about “Applying to Graduate School” and you can obtain a copy in the Psychology Department office (Clow Faculty 29).  Some of the areas of Psychology in which you can obtain a Masters or Doctoral degree in Psychology are:



1.
experimental psychology (with specializations in cognition, development, social, physiological, health, psychometrics, etc.)



​2.
counseling psychology



3.
clinical psychology



4.
child psychology



5.
industrial/organizational psychology



6.
school psychology


 7.
forensic psychology

If you have a very high GPA and excellent scores on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), you can apply for a Doctoral program in any of these areas without first obtaining a Masters degree.  

A Psychology major also offers excellent preparation for advanced degrees in professions such as Law, Medicine, Business Administration, and Social Work.


For more information on careers for people with an undergraduate major in Psychology, as well as information on graduate education in Psychology, see this website sponsored by the Career Services Office at UW Oshkosh: http://www.tts.uwosh.edu/career/Pages/Psychology.htm. 
A. THE FIRST YEAR


1.
As a first year psychology student you should register for:



--
General Psychology (PSYCH 101), Honors: General Psychology (PSYCH 104), OR General Psychology for Psychology Majors (PSYCH 110) 



--
A laboratory science course that meets the requirements of the BA or BS degree 



--
A mathematics course that meets the requirements of the BA or BS degree

--
An English course that meets the requirements of the BA or BS degree such as ENGLISH 110 (Honors: Composition), or a Theme Based Inquiry Seminar (TBIS 188)


 This will total from 13 to 15 units (credits) depending on the math course.  Students should fill out their schedules with their choice of further required courses and electives (see the General Education Requirements section in the Undergraduate Bulletin).


2.
Mathematics should not be postponed beyond the second semester of the freshman year since the psycho​logy course ordinarily taken by sopho​mores (Elementary Psychological Statistics, PSYCH 203) has a mathematics prerequisite (any mathematics course that meets the requirement for the BA or BS degree).

3.
The Psychology Department encourages course work in laboratory biology although courses in other laboratory sciences also are acceptable.  Most psychology majors take BIOLOGY 105 and then BIOLOGY 106, 230, 231 or 233.


4.
First year students are encouraged, but not required, to take a foreign language.  Languages are important for students who plan to do doctoral study in psychology and Spanish may be important for those who work in a variety of careers.  Students who select a Bachelor of Arts program are required by that program to take several courses in a foreign language.


5.
Psychology majors must meet the College of Letters and Science program requirements unless they plan to be high school psychology teachers, in which case they would enroll in the College of Education and Human Services.


6.
BA or BS degree?  The choice is yours.  There are advantages to each.  Refer to the Undergraduate Bulletin for an explanation of the differences between degree requirements and talk with your advisor.

C.
ADVISING FOR PSYCHOLOGY MAJORS

As stated in the cover letter for this Handbook, Lisa Szromba in the UARC is the advisor for majors who have earned up to 40 units.  Once a psychology major has earned 40 units, s/he is automatically assigned a Psychology department faculty member as an advisor.  You should contact the psychology department office (424-2300) to find out who your adviser is and you should feel welcome to make an appointment to talk with this person (or any other psychology department member) at any time, even before completing 40 units.

The Psychology Department requires that ALL majors talk with their advisors every semester before they register.  A “negative service indicator” (more commonly called a “stop”) is placed on all majors’ records every semester.  Majors cannot register with this “stop” in place. It is removed only after they talk with their advisor (either Ms. Szromba or a Psychology faculty member), after which majors are able to register for courses. Each semester you will receive a STAR report (which shows your academic progress to that point) that lists the date on which you can register. You should call or email your advisor (see UW Oshkosh phone directory or the Psychology website for all faculty contact information)1-2 weeks in advance of this date to make an appointment to talk about the classes you plan to take as well .as to have your “stop” removed. Students who wait until just before their registration date to make an appointment with their advisor will likely find it difficult to arrange a mutually convenient time and are at risk of not being able to register for classes on their assigned date. 

The role of the faculty advisor is that of consultant.  Students are responsible for their own program of study and for the selection of appropriate courses that will lead to gradua​tion and to the fulfillment of educational and vocational goals.  As you develop specific interests you may find that a different advisor would be more helpful.  You must make any changes (with consent of the new advisor) through the Psychology Department Academic Department Associate in CF‑29.  There is no penalty for switching advisors.

New students should use this guide and their University bulletin to develop a four‑year program of studies that will lead to graduation.  You should discuss this long-range plan with your advisor.

Advance planning helps students to crystallize objectives and reduce registration errors.  It is especially helpful when you need to change your plans at the last minute due to closed sections and courses.


Overall, students who work closely with their advisors may have fewer problems in registration, graduation, graduate school admission, and employment.

D.
SELECTING A MINOR OR A HEALTH-CARE EMPHASIS

No minor is required to graduate from the College of Letters and Science.  However, you may consider taking a minor that is relevant to your educational and personal goals.  Discuss possible minors with your faculty advisor in Psychology as well as with faculty from the department in which you take the minor.  


Some common minors for Psychology majors are Biology, Criminal Justice, Neuroscience, Philosophy, Religious Studies, Sociology, Spanish, Wellness Promotion, and Women’s Studies.  Some students also minor in Business Administration.


The Neurosciences Minor is an interdisciplinary program with required and elective courses from Psychology, Biology, Philosophy, and Computer Science.  One of the required courses and several electives for this minor are Psychology courses.  Therefore, Psychology majors interested in neuroscience can “double dip” for units in both the major and the Neuroscience Minor.  The current director of the neuroscience minor is Dr. Margaret Beard, a member of Biology's instructional academic staff for several years. You should contact her for more information. There is also a link to the minor on the psychology department website.

The Women’s Studies Minor is also an interdisciplinary program.  One of its electives is a Psychology course (PSYCH 338, Adult Development and Aging) and students taking that course can get credit both for the major and the minor.

Healthcare Emphases. The Psychology department, in partnership with several other departments on campus, also offers students the opportunity to pursue an emphasis related to the field of Healthcare. 

The Healthcare – Science emphasis is recommended for students seeking a rigorous undergraduate program in the biological and social sciences related to Healthcare, particularly if graduate education is desired. 


The Healthcare – Business emphasis is recommended for students seeking a broad background in the biological and social sciences related to Healthcare, combined with business essentials. 

See a Healthcare advisor for general education recommendations in support of either of these emphases. 
E.
MINIMUM PSYCHOLOGY COURSE GRADE REQUIREMENTS FOR PSYCHOLOGY MAJORS

  
Psychology Majors must earn grades of "C" (2.0) or better in: 



a. psychology courses in order for the courses to count toward graduation in the major. 



b.  any psychology courses that are required or are prerequisites for another psychology course.  For example, a student must earn a grade of “C” (2.0) or better in Elementary Psychological Statistics (PSYCH 203) before s/he can enroll in Research Methods (PSYCH 371).





1. If a grade lower than a "C" (2.0) is earned  in a course that is a prerequisite for other psychology courses or a course required for the major, the student must retake the course in order to graduate with a major in psychology.  




2. If the psychology course is neither a prerequisite nor required, the student may elect to retake the course to earn a higher grade, or keep the lower-than-C grade and count the units (credits) toward University (but not the major in psychology) requirements.



c. External prerequisite courses.  This includes the mathematics prerequisite for Elementary Psychological Statistics (PSYCH 203) and one year of laboratory biology courses required for Biological Psychology (PSYCH 383)
 
 
Appeals for Waivers to these rules may be directed to the Psychology Department Chairperson who will, in turn, forward them to the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee for review.  Such waivers are restricted to unusual circumstances.

F.
TRANSFER STUDENTS PLEASE NOTE

Units (credits) from other accredited colleges and universities are ordinarily accepted on this campus without difficulty.  There are limits to the number of units that will be accepted from a two-year college.  The College of Letters and Science also has limitations on the numbers of units that will be accepted towards a Letters & Science Degree from professional schools.


It is possible that a psychology course on another campus may not count for psychology credit on this campus.  This frequently occurs with Educa​tional Psychology courses that usually are evaluated as Education units.


There are situations when a course from another institution will not count as equivalent to our course.  This is sometimes the case for students with transfer units from a lower division course when we require an intensive upper level course in our major. Work closely with your advisor if problems arise.


Appeals of unit evaluations for Psychology courses should be directed to the Psychology Department Chairperson.  Be prepared to present your bulletin, transcript, UW Oshkosh unit evalua​tion, and any other evidence you find relevant such as a syllabus from the course(s) in question.

G.
FORMAL ADMISSION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR (PSYCH 299)

Students will be formally admitted to the Psychology major upon completion of the requirements described in the application form entitled, "Admission to the Psychology Major," at the back of this handbook.  You should submit this form (along with a current copy of your STAR report) to the Psychology Department Academic Department Associate in CF-29.  The Department Chair then checks to make sure all requirements have been met.  The Psychology Undergraduate Curriculum Commit​tee, whose decision is final, acts upon appeals.


PSYCH 299 (Admission to the Psychology Major) is not an actual course and it appears as having zero units on your transcript.  It is the Department's way of ensuring that all majors meet certain course requirements.  
In addition, PSYCH 299 requires students to work with the staff in the Career Services office to begin career planning.  Part 4 of the PSYCH 299 form must be completed along with the academic requirements before students are formally admitted to the major.  All students have two options for completing part 4 of 299: 1) enroll in Counselor Education 202 (1 unit) or 2) attend the 90 minute presentation titled “What Can I do with a Psychology Major?” and work with a staff member of Career Services to complete a resume, cover letter and action plan.  The 90 minute presentation is offered several times each semester; students must sign up ahead of time and the Career Services office keeps records of their attendance.  


PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL YOUR LAST SEMESTER TO COMPLETE PSYCH 299!  Ordinarily, students can apply for PSYCH 299 in the second semester of their sophomore year or the first semester of junior year.
H.
REQUIRED CORE COURSES AND ELECTIVES IN THE MAJOR

All Psychology majors must complete 36 units (credits) in Psychology, but many students take more than 36 units.  The five core courses count for 15 units.  As stated in the previous section, completion of the form for Admission to the Psychology Major is also required but yields no units.


In addition to the core courses, students are required to select a minimum of two courses (6 units) from Group 1  and two courses (6 units) from Group 2. The remaining 9 units for completion of the 36 units required for the Psychology major may come from Group 1, 2, or the list of elective  courses.

Required Courses for all Psychology Majors

PSYCH 101
 General Psychology (or PSYCH 104 or PSYCH 110)

PSYCH 203

Elementary Psychological Statistics

PSYCH 299 
Admission to Psychology Major

PSYCH 303
Psychology of Abnormal Behavior (or PSYCH 302)

PSYCH 371
Research Methods
PSYCH 464
History of Psychology

Course Content Areas

Group 1 (Minimum of six units) 
PSYCH 205
Social Psychology

PSYCH 271
Cross-Cultural Psychology

PSYCH 291
Developmental Psychology

PSYCH 304
Psychology of Religion

PSYCH 324
Psychology of Human Sexuality

PSYCH 331
Infant and Child Development

PSYCH 338
Adult Development and Aging1
PSYCH 355
Psychology of Adolescence

PSYCH 473
Theories of Personality

Group 2: (Minimum of six units)
PSYCH 280
Cognitive Psychology

PSYCH 310
Comparative Psychology

PSYCH 341
Intermediate Psychological Statistics

PSYCH 367
Psychopharmacology

PSYCH 383
Biological Psychology

PSYCH 384
Biological Psychology Laboratory

PSYCH 455
Sensation and Perception

PSYCH 463
Theories and Principles of Learning

PSYCH 470      Research in Psychology

PSYCH 480
Advanced Research in Psychology

PSYCH 495
Psychology Research Seminar

Electives: Other courses that can count toward the major

PSYCH 220
Health Psychology

PSYCH 225
Psychology Field Study

PSYCH 363
Industrial and Organizational Psychology

PSYCH 390
Sport Psychology

PSYCH 411
Introduction to Psychological Testing

PSYCH 446
Independent Study (up to 6 units)

PSYCH 451
Seminar in Applied Psychology

PSYCH 456 
Related Readings (up to 6 units)

PSYCH 474
Honors Thesis

PSYCH 481
Introduction to Counseling

PSYCH 490
Special Topics in Psychology

PSYCH 498
Honors Seminar in Psychology

PSYCH 499    
Honors Seminar in Psychology

PHILOSOPHY 316  Introduction to Cognitive Science 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 399
L&S Career Internship

1This course is cross-listed as a Women's Studies course (WOM STDS 338).  Psychology majors should register for it as PSYCH 338.  However, it can also be counted toward the Women's Studies minor.

I.
LEVELS OF COURSES

200 level courses should ideally be taken by sophomores, 300 level courses by juniors, and 400 level courses by seniors.  Courses become more specialized and somewhat more difficult as students move toward senior status.  It is important that students not delay in taking certain courses.  For example, Elementary Psychological Statistics should be taken as soon as a student is eligible because this course is a pre-requisite for Research Methods.  Ideally, students should take Research Methods first semester in their junior year; on occasion students take it as second semester sophomores.  By not delaying, students can enroll for other junior and senior courses sooner.  Many students build on their work in Research Methods by enrolling in Research in Psychology, Independent Study, Related Readings, and/or Advanced Research in Psychology.  In these latter three courses, students work collaboratively with faculty on student designed projects (see section N).


Students should be aware that advanced courses often assume knowledge gained in lower level courses.  Students sometimes enroll for a senior level course as sophomores because this is the only course to which they can gain admission.  Students should be aware that taking an advanced level course "early" often means more studying and work because pre-requisite skills and knowledge are not fully developed.

J.
PREREQUISITES

General Psychology (101, 104, or 110) is a prerequisite for all Psychology courses.  In addition, several upper level courses have other prerequisites.  A course can fulfill the prerequisite requirement only if you earn a grade of C or better (Research in Psychology is an exception to this rule – see below).  These prerequisites are required because they provide information and skills that are a necessary foundation for particular courses.  It is especially important to keep in mind the following prerequisites:

· You must take PSYCH 203 (Elementary Psychological Statistics) before you take PSYCH 371 (Research Methods).

· You need to take a year of laboratory biology before taking PSYCH 383 (Biological Psychology) or PSYCH 384 (Biological Psychology Laboratory).

· PSYCH 203 is also a prerequisite for PSYCH 341 (Intermediate Psychological Statistics).

· You must earn a B or better in both PSYCH 203 and PSYCH 371 to be able to take Research in Psychology (PSYCH 470)

· Before taking PSYCH 464 (History of Psychology), you need to have taken 15 units of Psychology, including PSYCH 371 (Research Methods) and either PSYCH 303 (Psychology of Abnormal Behavior) or PSYCH 473 (Theories of Personality).  History of Psychology is considered the “capstone” course of the major—the course that pulls everything you’ve learned about Psychology together in one place as seen through the perspective of the history of the discipline.  Students usually take it their senior year.  

· Junior standing and a GPA of 3.0 or better are required for PSYCH 446 (Independent Study) and PSYCH 456 (Related Readings).

· Senior standing and PSYCH 303 (Psychology of Abnormal Behavior) are required for PSYCH 481 (Introduction to Counseling).

· PSYCH 371 (Experimental Psychology) is a prerequisite for PSYCH 480 (Advanced Research in Psychology).

K.
MANAGING YOUR COURSE SELECTIONS

1.
Keep an accurate record of the courses you take.  A record that will be of value to you in future years would include the course title, bulletin number, date taken, instructor's name, textbook used, and grade received.  Keeping the course syllabus from all courses you have taken is a good idea.


2.
Check your Student Academic Report (S.T.A.R.) closely early in your junior year so you know what you need for graduation.  The formal application for gradua​tion should be made prior to your final semester in school.  An Application for Graduation can be obtained from the Cashier's Office, Dempsey 232.


3.
At least 35 units at the 300 level or above are required (42 for education majors) for graduation.


4.
The College of Letters and Science requires that at least 96 units be taken from "Letters and Science courses."  The additional units required for graduation may be Letters and Science units or may come from other colleges of the University.  The 96-unit rule provides room for a minor in Business Administration if desired.  A minor in Business Administration may be valuable to the student who does not plan to enroll in a graduate program or are interested in the Healthcare – Business emphasis.

5. There are some limitations on how long a University Undergraduate Bulletin may be used as a guide for graduation requirements.  Letters and Science Psychology majors are generally safe for six years, although specific courses listed in an old Bulletin may be currently unavailable.  Education, transfer, and re-admitted students have additional limitations and should consult the advisement coordinator in Dempsey Hall.

6. Distinguish between Psychology Department, College (Letters and Science or Education), and University require​ments.  All must be met.  Refer to your Undergraduate Bulletin.


7.
And remember above all: OUR FACULTY WILL HELP YOU, BUT GRADUATION IS YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
 L.
COURSES OUTSIDE OF PSYCHOLOGY

Carefully consider the courses you take outside of Psychology. Since you must meet university General Education requirements, and take 35 units at the 300 level, choose some of these courses to make yourself more competitive when applying for jobs and/or making application to graduate school. There are several basic skills you may wish to develop (e.g., writing, speaking, computer use, critical thinking). This is your chance!

Remember that Psychology is a Liberal Arts major and that employers are very interested in people who not only have important skills, but who are also knowledgeable about a wide range of important topics.  Your Liberal Arts education will expose you to ideas in the arts, sciences, social sciences and humanities.  Classes in these disciplines contribute to your development as a student of Psychology and more generally, as an informed adult.  Therefore, they should never be seen as “just” meeting a General Education requirement with no relation to your major or your eventual careers.

Plan ahead for what you will take beyond next semester. Talk with your advisor or any Psychology department faculty member about your abilities and interests. Perhaps a minor in another discipline or even a double major makes sense, or perhaps a course or two in a specific department will make you more competitive on the job market. If you take 10 or 12 units in another discipline outside psychology you can always point out this emphasis on your resume and cover letter, even if the university transcript does not.

M.
INDEPENDENT STUDY, RELATED READINGS, AND ADVANCED RESEARCH

Independent Study (PSYCH 446), Related Readings (PSYCH 456), and Advanced Research in Psychology (PSYCH 480) are important ways of gaining knowledge and experience in psychology beyond the other courses offered in the curriculum.  


Prerequisites for enrollment in Independent Study and Related Readings are at least 60 units and a 3.0 GPA.  In order to register for these courses, you must develop a syllabus with a faculty member who agrees to supervise your work.  In the syllabus, you state the readings and the work required.

The prerequisite for Advanced Research in Psychology is completion of Research Methods with a grade of “C” (2.0) or higher. Although a syllabus for this course is not required for registration, you will still work with the faculty supervisor to develop a list of expectations for the course.  


Independent Study usually involves data collection and analysis, while Related Readings means that students decide on a topic they want to study in depth through reading books and journal articles.  Some students enroll in Related Readings one semester and follow that with a semester of Independent Study or Advanced Research, although this is not required.  In this case, work in Related Readings represents the empirical and theoretical literature review necessary before beginning a research project.  Other students do a Related Readings course that is not connected to eventual research.  
N.
INTERNSHIPS


The College of Letters and Science offers a 3-unit Inter-disciplinary Internship course (INTRDSCP 399).  Students work under the direct supervision of a professional in a work setting.  The Career Services Office coordinates the Internship and will work with you to find an appropriate placement.  Junior or senior standing is required.  Students engage in a minimum of 150 hours of work experience and four classroom sessions.  You may use three units of this course as an elective to count toward the Psychology major’s requirement of 36 units. A list of internships in which psychology majors have worked is available on the department website. 


O.
SERVICE LEARNING
If you want to have a meaningful volunteer experience and receive credit for it, you may work with a Psychology Department faculty member and sign up for 1, 2, or 3 units of Service Learning Independent Study (INTRDSP 366/graded or INTRDSP 367/pass-fail).  Service Learning involves volunteer work that is directly connected with your academic work.  To obtain Service Learning credit, you must have a faculty sponsor with whom you prepare a reading list of books and articles related to the volunteer work you’re doing.  You also write several papers in which you show how you have connected what you’ve learned from your readings with what you’ve learned from your volunteer experience.

Sometimes faculty offer the option of Service Learning in association with a course and sometimes they are willing to supervise Service Learning outside of a regular course.  For example, if you are taking PSYCH 338 (Adult Development and Aging), you may also want to volunteer at a senior center.  If you volunteer 3-5 hours/week, you could earn 1 unit; 6-8 hours/week would count for 2 units; 9-12 hours/week would count for 3 units.  The faculty member supervising this work would develop a reading list with you and would assign and grade the papers.

· Please note that Service Learning units do not count toward the 35 units needed for the Psychology major; these are elective units and count toward the 120 units needed for graduation.

P.  PSI CHI AND PSYCHOLOGY CLUB

Psi Chi is the National Honor Society in Psychology whose purpose is to promote and recognize excellence in psychological scholarship. Psi Chi provides a local, regional, and national forum for obtaining information and developing perspectives about the field of psychology, learning about educational and career opportunities, and forming meaningful professional networks. On the local level, chapter membership facilitates leadership development, interaction with other students who have similar interests, and service to the department and institution sponsoring Psi Chi. Membership is through chapters located at accredited colleges and universities that have met Psi Chi standards. Eligibility at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh requires a 3.2 GPA in psychology and a 3.0 GPA overall, a minimum of 9 units of psychology earned at UW Oshkosh and at least 45 units overall. Induction occurs in the spring. For more information, visit Psi Chi's website at http://www.psichi.org.

Psychology Club is a student organization open to all students, including Psychology majors and minors who do not yet meet the GPA or unit requirements for Psi Chi.  In general, Psi Chi and Psychology Club meet together twice a month for programs, guest speakers, field trips, etc.  Both are excellent ways to get involved with other Psychology students and with faculty.

Q.  COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH WITH FACULTY

Sometimes faculty have ongoing research programs and are looking for students to assist them.  Check the Psychology Department web listing of faculty to learn more about their areas of research. Other times, faculty are willing to collaborate with students on new research ideas.  It is usually recommended that students take Research Methods (PSYCH 371) before approaching faculty about conducting research.

The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh offers grants to undergraduates for summer collaborative research with faculty.  The applications for these grants are due at the beginning of the spring semester, so if you wish you apply, you need to start planning this with a faculty member early in the fall semester.  These grants offer a summer stipend ($2000) and money to cover expenses up to $500.  


R.
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION - Strategy and Procedures

Sometime during or after their program of study, most students will request letters of recommendation from members of the faculty.  The following sugges​tions are designed to improve the quality of these letters of recommendation.


1.
Ask for permission prior to using anyone as a reference.  Many faculty will want to discuss with you your plans and objectives.  Some will ask you to provide some additional written informa​tion about yourself.  It should be anticipated that last minute requests might result in less than optimal recommendations.

  
2.
It is possible to enhance your chances of having several faculty members as options to ask for letters. Strategies of students who are successful in obtaining positive letters of recommendation include:



a)
participate regularly in class discussions and activities.



b)
join and participate in depart​ment honor societies or clubs.



c)
attend or participate in programs and colloquia sponsored by the department.



d)
arrange in advance a mutually convenient time to meet with their faculty advisor and avoid attempting to stop in for a "fast signature" at registration time.


3.
Faculty are approachable.  There are advantages in getting to know them.  They are willing to help you but you need to take the initiative in asking for help.  Remember, a college education is much more than just the accumulation of 120 units.  Students who truly invest themselves in their education by talking with their advisors and instructors, becoming involved in research, participating in the Psychology Club, etc., will find that this investment pays off in many significant ways.


4.
Recommendations may be written on either a confiden​tial or a non‑confidential basis.  The principle advantage of the non‑confidential recommendation is that you know exactly what has been written about you and can seek references from others if you don't like the ones you have.  However, it is commonly felt that prospec​tive employers and graduate schools prefer confidential recommendations.  If you wish recommendations on a confidential basis, you must specifically request a waiver of your rights under the "Buckley Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act."  The choice is yours, but you should discuss it in advance with the person who will write the recommendation.


5.
Ask in the Psychology Department office for a helpful guide to obtaining faculty references. It tells you how to organize the information you give to faculty so your letters are sent promptly and to the institutions to which you're applying.

S.
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR PSYCHOLOGY MAJORS

Each spring, the George R. Soika Scholarship Fund will award one or two scholar​ships payable 
toward tuition the following Fall.  Applicants must:


1.
Be full-time enrolled Psychology majors.


2.
Have one to three semesters remaining at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.


3.
Have a Grade Point Average of 3.40 or better.


The Som N. Ghei and Ram Kaur Ghei Scholarship Fund each spring will award one or two 

scholarships, payable toward tuition the following Fall, to female psychol​ogy majors.  Applicants 

must:


1.
Be full-time enrolled Psychology majors.


2.
Have one to three semesters remaining at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.


3.
Have a Grade Point Average of 3.00 or better.


4.
Have a financial need.


5.
Be able to demonstrate breadth of interest within and beyond psychology.


6.
Be planning to attend graduate school in psychology.


If a student who receives this scholarship is accepted into the graduate program in Psychology at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, she is eligible for an additional award to be applied to tuition in the first semester of full-time graduate study.


Each Spring, the Roy C. Dixon-Robinson Memorial Scholarship Fund will award a scholarship payable toward tuition in Fall.  Applicants must:


1.
Be a sophomore or junior majoring in psychology.


2.
Be in good academic standing.


3.
Demonstrate financial need.


Application forms are available online from the psychology department website (http://www.uwosh.edu/psychology/scholarship_form.pdf). Applications and faculty recommenda​tions for both scholarships are due in the Psychology Office by November 16th. Students will be informed as to whether or not they received a scholarship early in the Spring Semester.
T.  
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCES


The Psychology Department encourages students to take advantage of the many opportunities for international study available through the University.  In the past, Psychology majors have studied in countries including Australia, England, and China.  For more information check the College of Letters and Science website on international study: http://www.uwosh.edu/oie/oie.html.
       In addition, to programs sponsored by the College, the Psychology Department sponsors opportunities to study and do research in Brazil and in Belize.
Psychology Field Study and Home Stay in Salvador, Brazil


The Department of Psychology has developed a three week summer study program with the Cultural Association of the United States and Brazil (ACBEU) in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil.  Students enroll in either Psychology Field Study (PSYCH 225) or Advanced Research in Psychology (PSYCH 480) and attend preparatory seminars before departure for Brazil.  While in Brazil students stay with a Brazilian family while they attend morning classes at the ACBEU facility.  Class topics include cross-cultural psychology research methods and Brazilian culture.  Brazilian students who are studying English attend the classes and work on a cross-cultural research project with the UW Oshkosh students.  Together with Brazilian partners, students collect and analyze data on a cross-cultural topic. Students have the opportunity to present their research results at a forum for host families and ACBEU staff in Brazil and at the annual University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Research and Scholarship Day. During afternoons and weekends in Brazil, students participate in Brazilian cultural events and tour of the state of Bahia.

Howler Monkey Research in Belize


For the past five years, groups of undergraduate and graduate students in Psychology have traveled in Belize where they have conducted research on black howler monkeys at the Lamanai Mayan Reserve in the small English-speaking country of Belize, just south of Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula.  In order for conservation efforts to be effective, information is needed on howler monkey habitat needs, social behavior and distribution.  Currently, the Psychology Department at UW Oshkosh is the only group doing this important research at the Lamanai Mayan Reserve.  The trip begins with two days of marine biology observation at South Water Caye.  Participants then travel to Lamanai Outpost Lodge for howler monkey research.  Students actively participate in daily walking excursions in the forest and around ruins, surveying areas where troops of howler monkeys are known to reside.  Other activities involve daily contact with the diverse cultural groups of Belize, visits to a grass-roots conservation projects and a village elementary school, and learning about sustainable development projects to balance rain forest preservation and human needs.  Students who go to Belize enroll in either Psychology Field Study (PSYCH 225) or Advanced Research in Psychology (PSYCH 480) and attend preparatory seminars before departure.

U.  GRADUATE STUDY IN PSYCHOLOGY AT UW OSHKOSH


The Psychology Department began offering a graduate program in the late 1960s.  Since that time, the program has had but one mission: to provide outstanding Masters-level education.  Currently, there are two emphases: Experimental Psychology and Industrial and Organizational (I/O) Psychology.  Many of the I/O graduates work for consulting firms specializing in providing I/O-related services to organizations.  Others are employed directly by organizations, most typically in Human Resource departments.  Somewhat smaller percentages hold positions involving consumer research.  Some graduates of the program also pursue doctoral degrees, typically in either I/O Psychology or business.  Graduates of the Experimental Psychology program also work in many different kinds of settings, including family services, human resources, corporate training, market research, laboratory research, and statistical analysis.  Graduates of the experimental program have also pursued doctorates in clinical psychology and in various areas of experimental psychology.  More information about graduate education in Psychology is available in the department office (CF-29) and on the department website.

V.  ADMISSION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR
Print Name ________________________________________________________________________



  Last                                           
First                                     

Middle Int. 

Address _____________________________________City ________________________Zip _______

Campus ID No.________________________   E-mail Address _​​​​______________________________

Phone​​ _____________________________   Anticipated Date of Graduation ___________________

Signature ___________________________________________________   Date _____________​​___

Requirements for Admission to the Psychology Major
1.
Completion of at least 48 college units:  ____________________
__________________






              

 Number units completed
Date units completed

2.
Completion of the following courses (or equivalent courses for transfer students) with grades of C (2.0) or better:







           


          Year

      






Completed
Grade

a.
PSYCH 101 General Psychology OR
_________
_____



PSYCH 104 Honors: Gen. Psych. OR




PSYCH 110 Gen Psych - Psych Majors



b.
ENGLISH 110 Honors Composition OR
_________
_____



Theme-Based Inquiry Seminar





c.
Mathematics course that meets the




requirements for the BA or BS degree



Name of Course ____________________________             _________           _____


d.
PSYCH 203 Elementary Psychological Statistics
_________
_____


e.
Two-laboratory science courses that meet 




the requirements for the BA or BS




Name of Course ____________________________             _________           _____

                  Name of Course ____________________________             _________           _____

3.
Completion of a minimum of 9 units of Psychology courses with a minimum of 6 units taken at UW-Oshkosh (List courses).


a.
Psychology Units Earned at UW-Oshkosh



Psychology Course Number   
Year Completed   
Units  
Grade


________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____

b.

Psychology Units Transferred



Psychology Course Number   
Year Completed   
Units  
Grade


________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____



________________________
__________________
_______
_____

4.
Career planning: Students must select one of the following options. Information on these programs is available in the Psychology Department office and in the Career Services office (Dempsey 230). This is required for all students who began their college courses at UW Oshkosh or elsewhere in fall, 2000 or later.


a. Enroll in COUNS ED 202.  This is a 1-unit course offered through the Counselor Education Department during the fall and spring terms.  The class is graded and covers all aspects of the career development process: Resume and cover letter writing, internship and job seeking skills, interviewing techniques, information interviewing and much more.



Semester Completed___________________

         b. Attend a 90 minute presentation by the Career Services office on "What Can I do with a Major in Psychology?"  Write a draft resume and cover letter either for an internship position, job upon graduation or admission to graduate school AND an action plan.  Students consult with Career Services career advisors who will provide an action plan outline, approve all student work, and notify the department of completion of the requirements.



Semester Completed___________________

Application  Approval __________________  
 





            Date
                               

Department Chairperson  ___________________________________






                 Signature

Attach a copy of your most current STAR report before submitting this form for approval.

