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This course addresses age-old questions in ethics: What makes something right or wrong?  Does morality vary from culture to culture?  Is it just a matter of personal opinion or is there an objective morality that applies to all people?  Is it morally permissible to consider your own interests or the interests of your loved ones as more valuable than the interests of others? You will learn some of the different ways philosophers have answered these questions.  The course also addresses ethical questions related to such topics as the treatment of animals, love and marriage, abortion, poverty and the environment.  Emphasis is placed on developing the skills required to evaluate different moral points of view -- not on teaching you a particular point of view. This course is run as a seminar and requires significant class participation and many short papers.  

Ethics is part of the general education curriculum.  As such, it is intended to expose you to a sort of critical thinking and inquiry, perhaps different from what you experience in other subjects.  This way of thinking encourages identifying the assumptions and the logic of an argument, and carefully scrutinizing both.  One aims to uncover weak arguments, to rid oneself of the unwarranted beliefs they foster, and, if not to get a better grip on the truth, at least to become less entrenched in falsehoods.  The overall impact of achieving these aims, as Socrates saw it 2400 years ago, was that one could live a better life.  One certainly becomes a better problem solver.  Because the philosophical way of studying forces one to see things from many different points of view, another benefit of philosophy is that one gets better at understanding and articulating points of view that are not one’s own -- one becomes a better listener and a more flexible thinker.  By the end of the Ethics course you should have an appreciation for the complexity of ethical issues and the tools philosophers have developed to better understand them. You will also have learned how to use some of these tools.  For instance, you should be better equipped to examine a moral position and to identify the moral foundations it supposes.  You should also be more able to identify the moral elements of a situation.  You might further develop your own view of right and wrong. I hope you will come to be more respectful of some of the carefully considered ethical views that differ from your own and less accepting of views founded on contradiction and unwarranted assumptions.

Coursework and Grade

Reaction papers (60%) You will be assigned readings for most classes, many of which are very challenging and will take time to get through.  If ever you are uncertain what reading has been assigned, feel free to call the professor.  You will be required to write a reaction paper for 5 of the readings, with no more than one paper per section of the course.  A section of the course is defined by bold print on the reading list below. Everyone must write one of their 5 papers on the last section of the course: Ethical Issues.  These papers are approx. 2-3 pages long (double-spaced and typed) and will consist of (1) a brief summary of the part of the reading(s) you are addressing (one or two paragraphs tops) (2) your response to that part of the reading(s) and (3) the strongest (most intelligent) response you can think of by the author or someone else who might disagree with you and (4) what you have to say in response to (3) along with your final thoughts.    At least two thirds of the paper should consist of 2 – 4 above.  Be sure that the paper shows that you've done the reading and have understood it.  A reaction paper can be turned in anytime during the section of the course it addresses, but by the class following the last class that addresses that section.   You shall present your last paper to the class.
Quizzes, Small Assignments, Class Participation, and Attendance (25%)  You will have "surprise" quizzes on the readings as well as an occasional assignment.  All students are expected to attend class and to participate in class discussion.  While some small assignments may be able to be turned in late, no quizzes can ever be made up.  The professor will drop the two lowest of these quiz/hw grades to ensure fairness to people on sports teams and other who have unavoidable absences.  Students are expected to be fully engaged in class discussion and to attend class regularly.  You attendance and class participation will be reflected in this grade.

Exams (15%) You will have two exams, with essay, short answer, and multiple choice questions. These exams will focus on the details of theories and positions presented in the readings.
Extra Credit:  None.  Please do not ask.
Your final grade will be based on the following scale:  93 - 100 A, 90 - 92 A-, 87 – 89 B+, 83 - 86 B, 80 – 82 B-, 77 – 79 C+, 73 - 77 C, 70 – 72 C-, 67 - 69 D+, 63 - 66 D, 60 – 62 D-.

Readings:  Your main text is Moral Philosophy:  A Reader, 4th ed., by Louis P. Pojman and Peter Tramel.  Other readings will be put on E-reserve.  The syllabus is approximate and the professor reserves the right to adjust it as we go along. Normally, the assignments will be in the order listed below, with about two readings per week.  Dates have been left out of the syllabus so that we can determine the pace based on interest and class comprehension as we go along.

The Purpose of Morality and its Relation to Individual Self-Interest
1. Plato, “Why Should I be Moral?” pp. 60-68. 
2. Hobbes “Egoism as the Beginning of Morality”, pp. 69-75.
3. Kahane, “Sociobiology, Egoism, and Reciprocity”, pp. 94-110.
Moral Relativism

5. Benedict, “Cultural Relativism”, pp. 33-37, 

6. Pojman, “A Defense of Ethical Objectivism” (Part 1) pp. 38–44  (Criticism of CR)
7. Pojman, “A Defense of Ethical Objectivism” (Part 2) pp. 44-51. (Soft Universalism)

8. Gilbert Harman, “A Defense of Ethical Relativism”  pp. 53-59 (Modern ER)

Utilitariamism
9. Mill, “Utilitarianism ”, pp. 158-163; (Nozick, to be read in class.)
10. Nielson, “A Defense of Utilitarianism”, [E-Reserve]
EXAM

Deontological Ethics
11. Kant, “The Foundations of Ethics” (Part 1), pp. 218-231; Berberon & Tramel, “Rightness as Fairness”, pp. 238-246.

12. Kant, “The Foundations of Ethics” (Part 2), pp. 231-237; Berberon & Tramel, “Rightness as Fairness”, pp. 246-258.

13. Nagel, “Moral Luck”(e-reserve)

14. Morality and Religion pp. 356-358.

15. Natural Law Theory (e-reserve); Review
EXAM

16. Small Group Project:  Invent a better moral theory.  
Applied Topics (as time permits, selected by student interest from below)
17. Kant, “On the Place of Sex in Human Existence”, pp. 716-718, Q: p. 718, 1 – 3.
18. Animals:  Singer, “Animal Liberation: All Animals are Equal”,  

19. Animals:  Cohen, “The Case Against Animal Rights”

20. World Poverty:  Singer, “Rich and Poor”  

21. World Poverty:  Hardin

22. Sustainability

23. Bioethics – Egg Donation, Cloning, Bioengineering

24. Ethics of a Prosecutor

25. Ethics of Euthanasia
