Ethics



PHIL105


Dr. Kyburg

Office Hours:  T, R 12:35 – 1:10, W 1:50 – 2:50, and by appt. in Clow Faculty 421

Phone: 424-7310 (during office hours), 410-4577 (all other times, and for texts)

Email: kyburg@uwosh.edu  -- I will read your email within 48 (workday) hours.  Please use the phone for things that are time sensitive.

This course addresses age-old questions in ethics: What makes something right or wrong?  Does morality vary from culture to culture?  Is it just a matter of personal opinion or is there an objective morality that applies to all people?  Is it morally permissible to consider your own interests or the interests of your loved ones as more valuable than the interests of others? Why or why not? You will learn some of the different ways philosophers have answered these questions.  The course also addresses ethical questions related to such topics as the treatment of animals, sex, the environment and poverty.  Emphasis is placed on developing the skills required to evaluate different moral points of view -- not on teaching you a particular point of view.    

Ethics is part of the general education curriculum.  As such, it is intended to expose the student to a kind of critical thinking and inquiry that involves identifying the assumptions and the logic of an argument and carefully scrutinizing both.  One aims to uncover weak arguments, to rid oneself of the unwarranted beliefs they foster, and, if not to get a better grip on the truth, at least to become less entrenched in falsehoods.  The overall impact of achieving these aims, as Socrates saw it 2400 years ago, was that one could live a better, more content life.  One also becomes a better problem solver.  Because the philosophical way of studying requires that one sees things from many different points of view, another benefit of philosophical inquiry is that one gets better at understanding and articulating points of view that are not one’s own, which in itself is a life skill.  By the end of this Ethics course I hope you will have an appreciation for the complexity of ethical issues and a basic understanding of the tools philosophers use to analyze them.  I also hope you will be able to appreciate a well thought out point of view even when it differs from your own.
Quizzes, Review Presentation, and Class participation (25%) This grade will be based on: 

(1) Quizzes:  There will be readings for most classes. Philosophy readings are difficult!  Expect, sometimes, to have to read an assignment two or three times before you reach an understanding of the material.   There will be 8 – 12 unannounced quizzes on the reading assignments. You may use any notes you take for the quizzes. You may not use textbooks or articles or computer files.  Quizzes cannot be made up under ANY circumstances, including death in the family or participation in sports events.  To reward attendence, a missed quiz receives an F, but a blank page turned in receives a D/F.  I shall drop your lowest two quiz grades so that you are not penalized by sports events or by other events outside of your control that cause you to miss class.  If you have extenuating circumstances that force you to miss three or more quizzes, please see me about arranging an alternative grading scheme.

(2) Presentation: Each student will participate in a group presentation (groups, topics, and dates assigned at random).  In 15 minutes each of groups 1 – 8 will re-teach an assigned topic and give a short self-graded quiz.  The group will be graded on the accuracy and quality of presentation -- please do not merely read your notes, how well the group responds to student questions, and the quality of the quiz.  Groups 9 – 12 will present two opposed positions on a given topic in the format of a debate or play.  Remember to include the reasons for the positions and also the subtleties of the positions.  Identify where the opposing sides might agree as well as where they might disagree and why.   If you fail to participate in your assigned group, you will receive an F for presentation.   (Counts as two quizzes.)

(3) Documented Questions: Each student is required to ask two documented questions during group presentations, written and turned in to the professor at the end of the class in which the question(s) was asked. (Counts as one quiz.)

Two Exams (75% each): Your two exams will require memorization of class material, mastery of the theories to a degree that you can apply them to topics not discussed in class, and critical reasoning skills, which you will improve through careful attention to lectures, class participation and attentive reading.     
Extra Credit:  None

Readings: 
(1)  The Moral of the Story, by Nina Rosenstand (6th Edition)

(2) E-Reserve Readings on the UWO library website

1. Review of Syllabus  
2. Plato’s Republic – to be handed out in class
3. Dr. Missner’s Social Dilemma Game (In Class)

4. Ch. 4 Myself or Others 

5. Pojman against Egoism (E-Reserve) 
6. Ch. 3 Role of Convention in Morality  
7. Pojman’s Soft Universalism (E-Reserve)

8. Important In-Class Logic Lesson 
9. Ch. 5 Using Your Reason, Part 1

10.  John Stuart Mill:  Utilitarianism (Excerpt in back of Ch. 5) 

11.  Nozak (E-Reserve) 
12.  Presentations --  Gp.1: Plato’s Republic – Lessons learned from story of Gygus, also Plato’s argument for why we should be moral.  Gp. 2: Ethical Egoism & Pojman’s and textbook’s arguments against it Gp. 3:  Ethical Relativism and arguments against it and Pojman’s Soft Universalism. Gp. 4:  Utilitarianism and arguments against it and Mill’s Higher Pleasures 

13.  **EXAM 1** 
14.  Rachels on Kant [E-Reserve] 

15.  Ch. 6 Using Your Reason, Part 2, Kant’s “Metaphysics  of Morals” (Excerpt in back of Ch. 6) 
16.  Role of Religion in Morality: Divine Command Theory (E-Reserve)  
17.  Natural Law Theory (E-Reserve) 
18.  Nagel, “Moral Luck” (E-Reserve)  
19.  Presentations --  Gp. 5:  Kant’s CI (1st version, including problems with Kant), Gp. 6:  Kant’s CI (2nd version, including Kant on Lying) Gp. 7:  DCT; Gp. 8: NLT (T)

20.   **EXAM 2** 

21.  Kant, “On the Place of Sex in Human Existence” (E-Reserve) 
22.  Singer, “Animal Liberation: All Animals are Equal” (E-Reserve)  
23.  Pollan, “An Animal’s Place” (E-Reserve) 
24.  World Poverty: Singer, “Famine, Affluence and Morality” (E-Reserve)  
25.  Hardin, “Lifeboat Ethics” (E-Reserve) 

26.  Sustainability Article (E- Reserve)
27.   Last Presentations (Debates or Plays)  Gp. 9: Premarital Sex:  Kant vs. UWO student; Gp. 10: Animals:  Singer vs. Pollan; Gp.11: Helping the Poor:  Singer vs. Hardin; Gp.12: Sustainability   

28.  Catch Up Day
 *Please note that every number represents approximately one class. The professor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus to match the pace of the class as we go along.

