UW Oshkosh
Fall 2011
Phil. 105/001C
        105/002C
Dr. Gilboa

Syllabus

Office.   M, W, F, 10:15-11:15 and 2:00-3:00 in Clow Faculty, room #419, 424-1293, Gilboa@uwosh.edu. 

Reading Materials 
1. James and Stuart Rachels, The Elements of Moral Philosophy, Sixth Edition (McGraw-Hill, 2010)
1. James and Stuart Rachels, The Right Thing to Do, Fifth Edition (McGraw-Hill, 2010)
1. St. Thomas Aquinas, The Divinity of Marriage, e-Reserve
1. Plato, Republic, Book II, Book IV, Google “Plato’s Republic” 
1. Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapter XIII: “Of the Natural Condition of Mankind, As Concerning Their Felicity, and Misery,” Google “Hobbes’ Leviathan”

Course Description
	We will study ethical theory through its history and some philosophical analyses of specific practices.  After discussing, first, the fundamental debate of the moral tradition, we will study two of the original thinkers of Natural Law: Plato and Aristotle.  To get a view of the contemporary scene in ethics, we next discuss Cultural Relativism and The Divine Command Theory.  We shall continue with Aquinas and then Thomas Hobbes, the great representative of the Social Contract theory.   Next we shall study the revolution in ethics: Kant and the Utilitarians (Bentham and Mill).  Along the way, we shall discuss terrorism, sexual ethics, the death penalty, and man’s treatment of animals.

Assessment
1. 18 unannounced quizzes, each containing 10 T/F statements.  Quiz statements are taken from an assigned reading.  Instructor’s permission to take the quiz is required if a student is late for class.  Students are not allowed to leave the classroom after taking a quiz.  The lowest 3 quiz scores will be dropped.  You may make up a quiz only for a university-endorsed activity.     
2. We will have three tests and a comprehensive final, each with about 60 multiple-choice questions.  The third test and the final will both take place during the last week of classes.  Relative weights (and dates) are as follows. 
		Quizzes    15%
		Test I       15%   W, Oct. 5
		Test II      20%   F, Nov. 11 
		Test III     20%  W, Dec. 14
		Final        30%    F, Dec. 16
		
	If at least five students get a final numerical score above 95.0, letter grades will be assigned as follows: 100-95.0=A; 94.9-91.0=A-; 90.9-87.0=B+; 86.9-83.0=B; 82.9-79.0=B-; 78.9-75.0=C+; 74.9-71.0=C; 70.9-67.0=C-; 66.9-63.0=D+; 62.9-60.0=D; 59.9 or lower=F.  Otherwise, the entire scale will be adjusted to secure five straight As.  
	
Attendance Policy
	A student needs my permission to attend if he or she is late for class.  Except for an emergency, a student may not leave the classroom while class is in session.  Students are not allowed to leave after taking a quiz.  Hats and bathroom visits when class is in session are not allowed.  Please, make sure cell phones are inside your bag during sessions.     

E-mail Policy
	No need to notify me regarding absences, funerals, weddings, etc.  Make sure information you are requesting is neither in the syllabus nor has it been pointed out in class before sending a note.  I prefer talking to students in class before or after lecture.  

Reading and Lecture Schedule 

1. Plato’s Theory of Virtue 
0. Plato, Republic, Book II, Book IV 
0. Lecture/discussion
0. Review
1. Aristotle’s Theory of Virtue
1. Rachels, Elements, pp. 158-172
1. Aristotle, Right Thing, pp. 67-73
1. Lecture/discussion
1. Review
1. Relativism v. Objectivism in Ethics
2. “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism,” Elements, pp. 14-31
2. Lecture/discussion: Relativism v. Objectivism in Ethics
2. Review questions 
2. Nagel, “What Is Wrong With Terrorism,” Right Thing, pp. 178-180
2. Review Questions
1. Divine Command Theory
3. Old Testament, Genesis 22: Abraham’s Offering
3. “Does Morality Depend on Religion,” Elements, pp. 48-53
3. Lecture/discussion
3. Review questions
1. Aquinas
4. Aquinas, “The Divinity of Marriage” 
4. “The Theory of Natural Law,” Elements, pp. 53-61
4. Lecture/discussion
4. Review questions
4. Russell, ”Our Sexual Ethics,” Right Thing, pp. 253-259 
4. Review
1. Social Contract
5. Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapter XIII
5. “The Prisoner’s Dilemma,” Elements, pp. 80-86
5. Lecture/Discussion
5. Review Questions
5. “The Idea of a Social Contract,” Elements, pp. 87-96
5. Lecture/Discussion
5. Review Question
1. Kant’s Categorical Imperative
6. Kant, “The Categorical Imperative,” Right Thing, pp. 61-66
6. “Are There Absolute Moral Rules?” Elements, pp. 124-135
6. “Kant and Respect for Persons,” Elements, pp. 136-145
6. Lecture/discussion
6. Review Questions
6. Pojman, “A Defense of the Death Penalty,” Right Thing, pp. 203-210
1. Hedonism: The Utilitarian Theory of Value
7. Nozick, “The Experience Machine,” Right Thing, pp. 46-48
7. “The Utilitarian Approach,” Elements, pp. 97-108
7. Lecture/discussion
7. Review 
7. Machan, “Do Animals Have Rights?” Right Thing, pp. 138-150.
7. Singer, “All Animals Are Equal,” Right Thing, pp. 120-129
7. Review
1.  Utilitarianism: The Principle of Utility
8. Home viewing or reading: To Kill a Mockingbird (to the trial) 
8. J.S. Mill, “Utilitarianism,” Right Thing, pp. 29-39
8. Elements, Chapter 8, pp. 109-123
8. Lecture/discussion
8. Review questions
8. Video: “To Kill a Mockingbird” (from the trial)
8. Singer, “The Singer Solution to World Poverty,” Right Thing, pp. 154-160
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