CADET WILLIAM T. HANSINGER

My name is Will Hansinger and I come from a military family.  My father spent twenty two years in the United States Army and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.  My mother also has prior service with four years in the Army.  As a result, most of my youth was spent moving around every other year to wherever my father happened to be stationed.  I was born in Monterey, California and since that time have moved to eight separate places the most recent being Hartland, Wisconsin. 


Once my family settled here in Wisconsin it was time for high school and soon college.  I chose St. Norbert because of its reputation for having an excellent Business program and its location was just far enough to be away from home but still have the convenience of coming home when needed.  The decision to join ROTC came from my deep pride in the United States, my family’s service, and my desire to serve and honor both.  What made coming to St. Norbert’s financially possible was my winning of a four year scholarship through the ROTC program.  


While here in ROTC I have found a society and a group of college students who have a deep commitment to bettering themselves and those around them.  Some of my best friends have come from this program. Not only have I met amazing people but I have gained leadership skills valuable to any organization.  These skills will allow me to be successful in future endeavors.

After college I will be a Second Lieutenant in the Wisconsin National Guard and I intend to find a job in the greater Milwaukee area.  I will be staying in touch with many of my friends from school and look forward to seeing where the road of life will take me.
CADET GREG GEORGE
My name is Greg George and my home town is Odenton, Maryland. Hometown is a bit of a misnomer for me because I am really an Army Brat. My father was in the Army for 23 years, which resulted in my birthplace being The Hague, The Netherlands and me living on several Army posts including Fort Huachuca and Fort Meade. I was definitely inspired to join the military because of my family history, but I didn’t choose ROTC or even Ripon College until very late in my senior year of high school (2005). My decision came after a phone conversation with my brother who had just been commissioned in 2004 from the Ripon College ROTC program. After talking to him about his experiences, I was hooked. 

I came to Ripon and participated in ROTC, quickly earning a four year scholarship after the semester started. Since then, ROTC has given me some outstanding experiences. The summer after my freshman year of college, I received an Airborne School Slot, attended the course, and now am a qualified paratrooper. I also received the opportunity to participate in the Drill Cadet Leadership Training program. This program allowed me to shadow a Drill Sergeant at Fort Jackson. I learned amazing training and instruction techniques that would have taken me years to learn otherwise. Needless to say, ROTC has prepared me to be a Second Lieutenant. 

I am being commissioned on May 15, 2009 as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry. I consider myself privileged to be one of those chosen for this branch of service. After completing several training courses at Fort Benning, GA, I will lead an Airborne or Mechanized Infantry Platoon in Alaska. My long term career goals include staying in the Army and continuing my service to the United States.

CADET MORGAN FLOM

My name is Morgan Flom and I grew up in Western Wisconsin under the tutelage of Anthony and Hannah Flom. I lived in the country which is how I got to enjoy fishing, hunting, and sports. I attended a private school until my sophomore year of high school, when I transferred to the public high school in Menomonie, WI. I played football, basketball, and tennis. During my senior of high school, I began to visit a number of colleges. I always thought college was for me, I just never knew what I would do once I got there.  In the end I decided on Ripon College.
ROTC was certainly the farthest thing from my mind; I could not even identify the words the acronym represents. However, during my first semester, I became aware of the 5K grant offered to non-contracted freshmen in ROTC. I gladly accepted the money in exchange for just taking one class. I enjoyed the class so much that I reenrolled in a Military Science class the following semester, but still had no intention of contracting. This trend continued until the fall of my junior year. One morning at PT, no doubt under the influence of thousands of pushups, I made the life changing decision to join the United States Armed Forces. I informed Captain Jeff Painter of my decision, and not long after that, the paperwork was brought forth, and by the end of the semester I was under the control of good old Uncle Sam.

Since that fateful day, I developed greatly as a future warrior leader of the United States Army. I continued to improve academically, in my Politics and Government major, and physically. At the end of his fall semester, I had the opportunity to work at the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C. I jumped at the opportunity. While fulfilling my new commitment, I continued ROTC training at Georgetown University, and enrolled in the Foreign Policy Seminar at American University. I was able to see a different ROTC unit function and was able to compare and contrast the two and try to build off the finer points of each.

Following my junior year, I left for Leadership Development and Assessment Course at Ft. Lewis, WA. Here I was evaluated in my ability to lead other cadets in a controlled garrison environment and in a tactical environment. The cadets had to pass a number of challenges, physical and mental. For my efforts at LDAC, I was awarded the RECONDO badge for military proficiency. I was one of only a handful from my 40 man platoon to receive this award. 

I returned to Ripon College in fall of 2008 and was assigned to take the position of company executive officer for the Ripon College ROTC Company. I handled these duties, and as the semester came to an end, I was named as the company commander for the spring semester. I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to be in such a position. I put forth my best effort to ensure that all company operations ran smoothly and that company could be used in whatever way the Fox Valley Battalion needed it. When the semester came to a close, the company had achieved the Fit to Fight standards, a special set of tests put forth by battalion, and had an average APFT score of 268. The cadets had also begun to improve academically, and esprit de corps was evident. 

I will commission as second lieutenant in Military Intelligence on 15MAY2009, and on the 16th, I will receive my diploma from Ripon College. I majored in Politics and Government and minored in National Security Studies and Military Leadership. I will then travel to the nation’s capital. Here I will begin working with the 323rd MI Battalion, an Army Reserve Component unit. I will also begin to work as an active duty Gold Bar Recruiter for Georgetown University. I will do this until I leave for Basic Officers Leadership Course II (BOLC II) at Ft. Benning, GA on August 2nd. Following completion of BOLC II, I will travel across the country to Ft. Huachuca, AZ on the Mexican border. From October to January, I will study at the Military Intelligence BOLC. Upon my graduation from here, I will return to Washington, D.C. At this point in my life, I will consider three near term options: AGR, RA, full time civilian work, and eventually graduate school.
CADET CAMERON ARNDT
My name is Cameron Arndt and I was born in Illinois, but was raised in Madison Wisconsin. I grew up playing in the woods behind my house, which is where I developed my love for the outdoors. I attended East High in Madison, and while I was there played football all four years. 

When I was junior I was selected for a program called Badger Boys state, which is a political exercise that teaches young men the principles of democracy. Badger boys state is held at Ripon College, which is how I was introduced to the school. I have always known that I wanted to be in the military and once I learned that Ripon offered Army ROTC I was sold. 

I have had tremendous experiences in ROTC that I would not have been able to have otherwise. I have rode helicopters into battle simulations and have competed in the Ranger Challenge competition. I have improved myself both physically and mentally. I have learned a great deal about military doctrine and tactics. I have tested myself physically, mentally, and morally. But more important than all of these I have made friends that will last the rest of my life. 


College has been equally rewarding. When I graduate from Ripon I will receive a Bachelor of Arts in Politics and government as well as a minor in National Security.  I have been able to play three different varsity sports over my four years; football for the first two then Swimming, and senior year I was on the Mountain bike racing team.

In the future I will attend Ranger School to compete for a ranger tab and then attend BOLC II and III at Fort Benning Georgia.  After that my first duty station will be Fort Hood, Texas. I plan on fulfilling my seven year commitment to the Army, and may decide to enter the business or political world after my contract is up. 

CADET JOEL MICHAEL DINY
My name is Joel Michael Diny. I am from the great city of Green Bay, Wisconsin. Many people ask me why I decided to attend UW-Green Bay being that I have lived in Green Bay all my life. To be honest I love the city and the people and I am comfortable living here. My family is also in the surrounding area and I am a family oriented person which gives me the chance to see them often. With the persuasion of both my father and uncle I decided to join the Wisconsin Army National Guard to do my part as a citizen and serve my country and my state.  Being an officer is something I have always thought about and it was my uncle who was a Lieutenant Colonel who told me that I could serve in both the National Guard and ROTC. 
ROTC has given me an opportunity to explore myself as a person and grow as a soldier and as an adult. I feel ready to lead young men and women and to truly be all I can be. I will never forget those I worked with, they will hopefully be my mentors and I hope they never forget who I am as a person, just as I will not forget who they are. ROTC has definitely been a challenging program for me.  However, the challenges I have faced and the adversity I have been forced to overcome to achieve this dream will make me a better officer in the long run and allow me to be a great leader. 

My plans for the future include working for the city of Green Bay. I am a political science and public administration major, and feel qualified to be a city planner or something along those lines.  I feel very strongly about serving my city, state, and nation and will do everything in my power to do so. All three entities have given me so much in terms of schooling, providing a place for my family to stay, and ultimately the principles and ideas of freedom, and the idea of a republic. The last full measure of devotion paid by soldiers is the reason we live in the country we do and with the things we have. I am honored to serve the United States of America.

CADET JOE VOZAR
My name is Joe Vozar.  I am from New Berlin, Wisconsin where I spent most of my life and graduated from New Berlin Eisenhower High School. I attended the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh to get a Bachelors of Business Administration. It wasn’t until my junior year of college when I decided to join ROTC. I decided then that I needed some guidance that my current path wasn’t going to offer. My experience as a ROTC cadet wasn’t an easy road. I had no background knowledge and I needed to pick things up quickly. Thanks to the cadre and fellow cadets I was able to develop not just as a ROTC cadet but as a leader. Along the way I have made many friendships which I believe will be life-long. The main take away is not just the basic army knowledge but the tools to think and act quickly and of course leadership qualities that will be applied to all aspects of life.  I also learned to live by the army values and encourage others to as well. My future consists of me commissioning on May 15th 2009 as a Second Lieutenant and start my active duty career. Thank you, University of Oshkosh and ROTC. 

CADET MICAH S. SWANSON
To think that after four wonderful years in Oshkosh, my college career and ministry in this area will be coming to a close is astonishing!  Even with my wild appetite for moving forward, part of me is deeply grieved and afraid of leaving.  I've had the opportunity to meet great people, do great things, and share in experiences that I will carry with me for the rest of my life.  Four years of shaped me, developed me, and enabled me to become a better person.  I owe deepest gratitude to my family, friends, the ROTC Department, The Religious Studies Department, the band, and most importantly my Savior Jesus Christ.  My mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual state have been challenged and strengthened through the numerous tests and obstacles that my college experience at UW Oshkosh has offered.  I have no doubt that I will be prepared as I move into the future and prepare to commission as an Army Reserve Engineering Officer.  The opportunity to serve in the US Army as an officer will be a dream come true and I greatly anticipate the successes and victory that will accompany it.  My idealistic goal would be to finish my Army career as an Army Chaplain, serving not only my country and the men and women who defend it, but also serving my Creator; finding the joy of being a soldier as well as a man of life-long ministry.  Outside of the Military I hope to continue The Hope Project; an effort to raise support and awareness for the Living Hope International Orphanage Building Project in Puebla Mexico.  Working alongside Living Hope and fellow band members, we hope to raise every penny needed to build a new facility that is desperately needed to allow Living Hope the opportunity to further minister to the Mexico Community.   Looking ahead, I see nothing but potential for a bright and wonderful future.  If it looks anything like the last four years then I will surely be blessed, of course I anticipate that with new beginnings, new challenges will arise, but with the support, training, and guidance that I have received thus far I have no doubt that any challenge will only serve to make me stronger.

CADET TYLER ROSENECKER
I am Cadet Tyler Rosenecker and I am from Fountain Hills, AZ.  Fountain Hills is known for two things; its fountains and its hills. At one point it was in the Guinness Book of World Records for having the tallest fountain in the world. On special holidays, like St. Patrick’s Day, the Parks and Recreation group for the town would dye the color of the water coming out of the fountain green.  Each year, the Fountain Park was one of the places that Hot Air Balloons set up and took off for their journey throughout Arizona. One year, a Hot Air Balloon didn’t get enough hot air and fell right into the lake. 

I chose to attend Ripon College not because of the ROTC program, but I chose it because it didn’t seem to have 105 degree weather year around.  After my first semester at Ripon College and my history of playing Army Men on my kitchen counter raiding the toaster at 1530 every day after school, I asked myself, how come I am not raiding toasters in real life? One day, after watching a WWII movie, I emailed the assistant professor of Military Science at Ripon College and a week later I was enrolled in the ROTC program-but not officially in the Army.  It wasn’t until about a year later did I decide that I needed to give this country exactly what every soldier gave this country in the past. So, on December 7th, I signed the contract to be a part of the greatest Army in the World.

Each year my experience as an ROTC cadet has differed.  As a freshman, I was scared and unsure of myself and the program. Sophomore year, I became a part of a group that met in the morning three times a week , class once a week, and lab once a week.  I became a part of a group that took care of me and let me know when I was doing things wrong.  They would drive me to shoe stores, take me shopping for supplies for an upcoming field training exercise, all-in-all, I found the best set of friends I think I could possibly find in this world.  As a junior, getting ready to be evaluated for a position in the Army, I spent most of my time training and listening to what the teachers had to say.  When I finished that evaluation time, I was a senior.  Instead of always being trained, I was finally the trainer.

I don’t have any plans for the future, currently. To be perfectly honest, the Army is “The Future” to me.  I believe that the Army will take care of me and all the things that I want to do with the rest of my life. 

CADET CASEY JANKE

My name is Casey Janke and I am a senior at the University of Wisconsin – Green Bay.  I knew, ever since I was a child that I want to be in the military, but I originally wanted to be in the Air Force.  I remember visiting the recruiter’s office on N. Military Avenue, in Green Bay, with my brother when he was in the process of joining the Army.  I had little to no interest in the Army, so at the ripe age of nine, I found myself walking down to the Air Force recruiter’s office to look at the model airplanes hanging from the ceiling and talking to the recruiters about those planes.  “Come back when you are eighteen,” they would say.  A couple years later, it was 2001, September. 11th to be exact and I saw one of the most horrible things in US history take place as terrorists crashed planes into the World Trade Center Buildings.  I envied my brother who was a Ranger with the 3rd Battalion out of Ft. Benning, GA for his role in Operation Enduring Freedom and knew then what I wanted to do; I wanted to join the Army.


On May 17th, 2005, just three days after my seventeenth birthday, I enlisted in the Army with parental consent from my mother and father.  ROTC was something I had thought about since I was in fifth grade, but it finally became my plan my junior year of high school.  I decided to pass up the opportunity of applying for an ROTC scholarship and went the Simultaneous Membership Program (SMP) route of ROTC where you serve in the National Guard and ROTC at the same time with the National Guard paying for college.  The National Guard covers up to UW – Madison’s tuition, but I wanted to stay at home.  UW – Green Bay was pretty much my only option because St. Norbert College was too expensive.  As a member of the Howard Fire Department and strong connections to my home town, I didn’t want to leave Green Bay; therefore UW – Green Bay seemed to be the logical choice.


I have learned many important things from ROTC, not just about responsibility and the art of leadership, but things that will benefit me for a life time.  Freshman year, SFC Ladd taught us how to effectively budget and manage our time so we would not create “black holes.”  I thought it was just a load of junk, but its not, it has served me well my senior year as I currently take twenty-five credits worth of college courses.  Another thing that I have learned is confidence in front of people.  I know now and value the saying, “When in charge, take charge.”  I remember being so nervous in speech class back in high school and now, while I still get a little nervous, I enjoy teaching and being in the spotlight in front of other people.  Most importantly, ROTC taught me to be a mature adult.  When I came to the program, I was a snotty, spitfire, 11B Infantryman with an attitude that I knew more then everyone else.  Two and a half years later, I am an Army Officer, a leader who puts others before myself and knows the idea to be a gentleman and a part of a team, but also to lead that team.  


For the future, I plan on taking my commission in the US Army Reserves to be a Military Intelligence (MI) officer at the 432nd Civil Affairs Battalion in Green Bay.  My future goal is to become a Civil Affairs Officer in the unit after I make the rank of First Lieutenant or Captain.  Ultimately, I would like the opportunity to go to as many Army schools that are offered to me and to someday deploy where I can test my knowledge of what I have learned thus far.  Lastly, I plan on staying in for at least twenty years and retire, but we will see where that road takes me when I get there.  

CADET GREGG GWIDT
My name is Gregg Gwidt and I am from Wautoma, WI.  I always knew that I wanted to go into the healthcare field but did not know that I would pursue nursing until my sophomore year of college.  I never had an interest in any type of military service throughout high school and even my first two years of college.  I decided to join the ROTC program at the beginning of my junior year. 

Many people ask me why I decided to join the Army, and I tell them, “It was the right thing to do”.  There are many advantages that ROTC offers, especially with nursing majors.  I was able to attend a month long Nurse Summer Training Program in North Carolina where I gained an incredible amount of clinical knowledge.  These clinical experiences now count for credit at my University.  I was able to do everything a regular Registered Nurse is able to do unlike my previous clinical experiences.  These experiences greatly helped me excel in the academic and professional setting.  The Army also paid for 100% of my tuition, gave me $1200 for books each year, a $500 monthly stipend, a cardiology stethoscope, palm pilot, and they even paid for my Kaplan review course and NCLEX exam.  By not having to worry about bills, I was able to focus on my schooling all the time.   

My experiences as an ROTC Cadet have been both challenging and rewarding throughout the past two years.  I look forward to serving as an Active Duty Nurse Corps Officer in the United States Army.  I plan to take advantage of the Army’s own Nurse Anesthesia school and become a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist in the near future.  Thanks to ROTC, I have come out of college a better student, soldier, and American.  

CADET JOSH FREY
My name is Josh Frey, and I am a senior at Ripon College.  My family is originally from Holmdel, New Jersey, but I was raised in Carmel, Indiana and grew up in Racine Wisconsin.  I have a dual major in Physical Sciences and Religion, and I have been a member of the Ripon College ROTC for all four years of school.

I chose to come to Ripon for two reasons.  The first was practical; I had received a National ROTC scholarship and could use it at any school with Army ROTC, which Ripon had.  The second reason, which had the most influence for me, was the community atmosphere that the college gave off.  It was small and rural, both of which I liked due to my general dislike for cities.  It also made me feel at home, as every student I met while visiting, and the faculty I encountered, seemed very nice, and many were generally interested in who I was and why I wanted to go to college.  The ROTC program also was very attractive. It was small like the college, and the cadets I encountered were also very friendly and have now become my friends.
ROTC was a wonderful experience; it has greatly helped develop me into a better student and leader.  I grew to enjoy the physical nature of the training, as well as the experiences I had at Ft. McCoy during training exercises.  I was able to participate in the Ranger Challenge, the varsity sport of ROTC, both my freshman and sophomore years. I was also was granted the opportunity to attend the Basic Airborne Course, where I overcame my lifelong fear of heights through falling from a plane.  
This year, I was placed in the position of Executive Officer of the entire Fox Valley Battalion, where I was able to oversee the planning and execution of the training of cadets at Ripon College, St. Norbert College, and UW-Oshkosh.  I relished this opportunity to create bonds with the students at the other schools, as well as strengthen my friendships with my fellow Cadets at Ripon, and my leadership skills.

After graduating, I will be serving as a training instructor at the Leader’s Training Course, after which I will be completing my Basic Officer training.  My first unit is the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment at Ft. Hood, Texas, where I will serve as either a Chemical Officer or a Chemical Platoon Leader.  I hope to eventually go to graduate school for a Master’s in either Physics or Chemistry, and if possible serve on the faculty at West Point.
CADET ALEC AUGUSTINE-MARCEIL
      Why did I join ROTC?  This is a question I’ve asked myself sometimes: while nearing the end of a 4 mile run and my lungs are burning; or when my back aches from my 40 pound ruck on the last hill of a 10K ruck march; or alone in the rainy dark, moving to my second land navigation point, knowing I’ve got four more to find; or as my fingers shake in the cold as I try to get my facts straight as I copy down an operations order.  I ask myself: what did I do to get into this?

      But it’s not a question asked with regret.  I take pride in spending my weekends testing my mind and pushing my body in the field, instead of my liver in the bar like some of my classmates.  I take pride in testing more than just what I learned in BIO 110.  ROTC tests what you’ve learned about yourself.  So when I ask what did I do to get into this, I’m really thinking: why doesn’t everyone?

      There isn’t an institution in the world more capable of producing leaders than the United States Army, and ROTC is the main source for that talent.  I wasn’t a particularly extraordinary person when I left for college.  I come from a small town (Marshall, WI) where I wasn’t a particularly astounding athlete.  I won some ribbons in Wrestling, and a few for my academics, but a 4.0 four-sport letter winner I was not.  I was probably the last person my fellow students would choose to join the Army.  I probably didn’t know what I was getting into then; but looking back, I knew exactly what I was doing.

Because somehow, I knew that joining ROTC would bring out the leader in me: it would help me find the strength in myself to finish that run (in record time); step it up and conquer that march; find that point; and complete the mission.  

      In ROTC, you consistently do things which your non-cadet classmates don’t even dream of.  Of course, I did dream of being an intelligence officer in High School, but because of ROTC, I had a Secret Security Clearance at 18, Top Secret at 21, and when I graduate I’ll actually be that intelligence officer that I only read about and envied before.

When your classmates ask you: what did you do this weekend? Instead of saying: well, I did some homework, and played some Call of Duty… You get to say: well, I did my homework in between sessions at the rifle range, the rappelling tower; assaulting a mock enemy compound; as well as classes on survival, combatives, battlefield first aid, and learning the finer points of searching an enemy prisoner of war.

       In short, your homework for ROTC is the Call to Duty.  I tend to shun the mottos organizations come out with as corny- but the one the Army had a few years ago was spot-on: Be all you can be.  I know that because of the decision to join ROTC, I’m better at leading a squad of my fellow cadets on a raid through the woods than I am at executing a raid over the internet on World of Warcraft- and I’m better for it.

CADET BETSY ARNDT

I grew up in a small town fifty-three miles north of Green Bay, called Suring, Wisconsin; population:  627.  There were around fifty-six graduating students in my senior class, many of which did not have future plans far from home.  I, on the other hand, was about to leave Wisconsin and experience life in a way I had never imagined.  I left for the Army’s Basic Combat Training on June 7, 1999.


Exactly ten years later I find myself in a similar situation.  Although I will be graduating from college this time, after four years of professional development at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay in the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) at St. Norbert College.  On June 7, 2009 I will once again, be activated in the Army only this time I will be a Second Lieutenant.  


The decision to go to college came during my second year in the Army as an enlisted soldier.  I had the chance to take part in an online learning program where soldiers could take college courses online.  It took about four years, combined with everyday Army duties, to earn about sixty-six credits.  I decided to take it a step further in 2005 when the Army chose to turn my Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) into a civilian job.  I was given a list of MOSs I could switch to and none of them were appealing to me.  This is when I looked into the Green to Gold Program.


In order to apply for the program I had to be accepted into a college or university that had the ROTC program on campus.  The reason I chose UW-Green Bay was because it was close to home and I thought I would be able to have a 4-year vacation back at home with my family while I earned a Business Management degree.  Oh how I was wrong!


The challenges have been tremendous; one that I enjoyed as a student and cadet was being a part of two colleges that are completely different and trying to fit in with the cultures of both.  As most of my peers in ROTC were from St. Norbert College, a private Catholic college, this is where I socialized the most.  Although I did not meet many people other than cadets, I was able to relate to the way they lived compared to the way the students at UWGB lived.  Many of the students at UWGB are nontraditional and supporting themselves and maybe a family, most have full time jobs, compared to the private college where many students there come from higher income families fresh out of high school and do not need a job.


The largest challenge has been carrying over the high standard I hold for myself personally and in my achievements in life.  The reason why I hold these beliefs is because of the valuable lessons I have learned through my family, the Army, and college.  I understand that no one cares more about my success than me so it is my responsibility to maximize and seek it.


My husband Josh and I will be moving to wherever the Army takes us, currently we are planning for Fort Hood, Texas or Fort Carson, Colorado.  I will be a Medical Services Officer, providing medical support to Army units while Josh will seek a position at a local fire department, either volunteer or full-time.  We plan on having a family in the future, but first enjoying ourselves as I adjust to being an Army officer, and Josh a supportive Army spouse.

CADET TODD WARD

My name is Daniel Todd Ward, and I am a member of the graduating class of 2009 at St Norbert’s College.  I don’t suppose my choice to go to St. Norbert was very difficult.  I graduated from Oconto Falls High School, which is only about forty minutes north of the campus.  I had the opportunity to see the campus on a tour when I was in my early high school years, and I liked what I saw.  On that tour a friend of mine and I turned to each other and asked if the campus had an ROTC program.  Not all that unusual of a question since the both of us were in the Wisconsin Army National Guard Cadet program at the time.  Not fully knowing what I would be setting myself up for in the future, my heart was already sold on this small corner of De Pere.

How I actually ended up at St. Norbert College is a little more complicated.  Like my brother before me, I enlisted in the Wisconsin National Guard on my 17th birthday, but had applied to go to St. Norbert College and had plans to join ROTC before leaving for Basic Training and AIT.  A three year advanced designee scholarship award recipient, I returned from Infantry School at Fort Benning about a week late for school.  A little lost, dazed, and feeling a little out of place I struggled my first semester but soon found my place shortly afterwards.  Interestingly enough, as soon as life gives you a reason to stay it tells you to go.  After spending a year on deployment and four months at home waiting for the second semester to start my ROTC career finally began in full.

When I returned to go to St. Norbert College and ROTC, I had no idea what was in store for me.  At first I had considered going to the University of Wisconsin-Madison after my first semester back and living with my sister, but after my sophomore semester I found a place that I truly enjoyed.  Despite the high expectations and early morning wake ups, I once again found what I liked.  No matter what I was going through, there was always someone going through the same thing.  My roommate and most of my friends were in ROTC.  ROTC became like a social group and shortly became like a family.  Some of the closest friends and lessons I’ve ever learned came from my years in ROTC.

Now, I’ll be going to continue my training for the Army on February 7, 2010, so I’ll have one more semester to spend with the ROTC program.  I will be a second lieutenant in the infantry soon, but I will never forget the lessons I’ve learned and the friends that I made during my stay at St. Norbert College.  As for the rest of my future, I’ll be careful.  Be careful what you wish for, because you just might get it.  Who would have known that I would end up just where I asked to be.  Best of wishes to whoever chooses the same, it’s defiantly worth the long nights and early mornings you’ll go through.
CADET CASEY VOSS

My name is Casey Voss and I was born and raised in Campbellsport, WI.  Back home I was the Captain of my football team, the President of National Honor Society, and had a great group of friends.  My parents were very good to me and my sister, they were outstanding role models.  Both of my parents chose professions that were very service oriented; my father a Wisconsin State Trooper and mother a nurse.  My childhood was very good and played a big role of why I wanted to join the United States Army.


During my senior year of high school I knew that I wanted to join ROTC and become an Officer in the United States Army.  When I was looking at the different colleges none really stuck out until I came across St. Norbert College.  After meeting with the Cadre and Cadets there, I knew it was the place for me.  There were not that many Cadets in the program, and I knew that I would get a great deal of individual attention to develop my leadership potential.  But probably the most significant thing that sold me on St. Norbert was the Cadets that were there.  Immediately I felt like I was part of the family and they did everything they could to help me adjust to ROTC and college life as a freshmen.


The friendships I made in ROTC have been unbelievable.  During my freshmen and sophomore years the upperclassmen made it a point to teach me everything I needed to succeed not only as a Cadet but also as a leader.  When I became a junior and senior I tried my best to return the favor.  There was always a chain of command in the Green Knight Company, but at the end of the day we were more like brothers and sisters than anything else.  


While in ROTC I got to participate in a lot of unique training.  Following my freshmen year I attended the U.S. Army’s Airborne School at Ft. Benning, Georgia.  I was fortunate enough to serve on the Color Guard my freshmen year, and became the Color Guard Commander during my sophomore and junior year.  I also participated in Ranger Challenge all four years, and was the Co-Captain my junior year and the Captain my senior year.   During my junior year I went to Indiana and earned the German Armed Forces Badge of Military Proficiency (Gold Award).  As a senior, I coached five Cadets to earn a German Armed Forces Badge.  I also participated in the George C. Marshall Award Seminar.  This seminar allowed me to meet the Secretary of the Army, Chief of Staff for the Army, and other high profile individuals in American Foreign Policy. 


After college I plan on serving in the National Guard as a MEDEVAC pilot with the 832nd Medical Company (Air Ambulance).  For my civilian job I plan on serving as a police officer in the Fox Valley, hopefully with the city of Appleton.  I believe my ROTC experience has set me up for success with whatever job I choose to pursue.  The friendships I made in ROTC have been some of the strongest I ever had, and will stay with me for the rest of my life.       

CADET ADAM SALM

My name is Adam Salm and I am from Madison, Wisconsin. I am an Army ROTC Cadet at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. I transferred to UW-Oshkosh from UW-Whitewater because of the renowned Criminal Justice Program and the strong reputation at UW-Oshkosh. I joined Army ROTC a few years after being enlisted as a MP in the Wisconsin Army National Guard and the Army Reserve to improve my leadership abilities and to get deployed after completing college. 

My Army ROTC experience has shown me first hand what it means to be a good Army Officer and what it means to be a terrible Army Officer. I have also learned many hands-on leadership techniques as a Simultaneous Membership Program (SMP) Cadet with my Wisconsin Army National Guard Unit. Army ROTC has also shown me how to run an organization effectively and ineffectively. Army ROTC has greatly helped me improve my drill and ceremony abilities and my land navigation abilities. I also have made many friends in Army ROTC. My teamwork capabilities, work ethic, and my professional and comical character have made me an exemplary soldier.

My future plans are commissioning in May 2009 as a Military Police Second Lieutenant in the United States Army. I will serve with the 3rd Brigade Combat Team of the 82nd Airborne Division as my first duty assignment.  My main career plan is to complete at least 20 years in the service. My other plans include going into federal law enforcement or politics. I also plan on attending graduate or law school in the near future. I will also like to continue my travels around the United States and the world.

CADET JOSEPH REESE
My name is Cadet Joseph Reese and I am from Clintonville, Wisconsin.  It is just a small average Wisconsin town with a school, a couple churches, and about 15 bars.  I will graduate and be commissioned at Ripon College in 2010 with a double major of exercise science and education and with a minor in health education.   I am from Clintonville, Wisconsin.  


I chose Ripon College because it was small and it allowed me to participate in Track and Field.  When I visited Ripon, I could see the closeness of the student body.  Everybody knew everybody, which I liked a lot.  It reminded me of home.  I also chose Ripon because of the distance away from home.  It is close enough for me to drive home every once in a while and yet far enough away to not want to go home all the time.  


I wanted to participate in ROTC because my goal was to become a commissioned officer in the Army National Guard.  ROTC allowed me to become a simultaneous membership cadet and achieve my goal.  I have learned a lot about leadership, dedication, and hard work.  I also picked up a few friends along the way.

I am not sure what the future holds for me.  I want to become a physical education teacher around the Ripon area, but that will have to wait until after I finish the Basic Officer Leadership Course.  I might try to pick up an active guard reserve slot somewhere in the state.  I want to get married and start a family also.

CADET JOSEPH ROSS
My name is Joseph Ross.  I was born and raised in Sheboygan, WI.  Upon graduating high school, I decided to attend UW-Oshkosh, and the ROTC program.  I was slated to graduate in 2003, but the events that were taking place in Iraq held my attention more, due to having a best friend of mine take part in the initial stages.  I decided to put my college education on hold, and enlisted in the Infantry where I proudly served with the 1st Cavalry Division out of Fort Hood, TX.  I served in Operation Iraqi Freedom II, and earned the Combat Infantryman Badge, which I wear with pride.  Upon returning from OIF II, I was a member of the 1st Cavalry Division Honor Guard, where we conducted many memorable ceremonies all over the country, including Washington D.C.

I applied for the ROTC Green to Gold scholarship, and was fortunate enough to earn it, thus allowing myself to finally complete my education, and eventually continue my service to the country.


Army ROTC has taught me the many attributes that the meaning of leadership entails.  Taking part in Labs, as well as the FTXs were useful tools in honing my skills as a leader.  After completing LDAC last summer, I was assigned to the Medical Service Corps, where I hope to continue being educated in the many facets of the Army.  Being married to my best friend also makes the experience of the next 7 years all the more special. 

CADET BRADLEY NEVERS
My name is Bradley Nevers.  I was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin but spent most of my teen years in Wausau, Wisconsin, where I attended high school.  I attended the University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh to get a bachelors degree in Biology and a minor in Military Science.  I enlisted in April of 2006 as a Combat Medic, and upon my return from Basic and AIT, enrolled in ROTC.  I contracted immediately.  ROTC was different for me than most because I started spring semester, whereas most people start in the fall.  This made scheduling my ROTC classes different from most.  It gave me a good perspective because I was able to simultaneously see the level below and above, working in conjunction to develop future leaders of the Army and of America.  I made great friends along the way and learned to look for values present in the Army in the friends I chose from then on.  When I hear stories about great people around the country running multi-million dollar businesses, and successfully managing organizations whose members total in the thousands, and learn they have come from military officer backgrounds, it doesn’t surprise me.  You learn so much in ROTC that goes beyond military matters.  You learn how to lead people to accomplish a goal, whether that goal is taking a hill under enemy fire, selling a product to consumers or even managing a seven figure budget.  I now look forward to continuing my training in Military Intelligence and eventually settling back down in Wisconsin to work for the 2/127th Infantry Brigade in Appleton, Wisconsin.  This is a future that wouldn’t be possible without the support of my family and the lessons I learned from ROTC.
