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Mrs Fran Kubesh, mother of Meghan Kubesh (UWO MS III), was gracious enough to take our battalion 
and company photos pictured above.  The photos were taken at the fall Battalion Organizational Day 

held  September 18th at the Winnebago County Park just north of Oshkosh, WI.  



Greetings from the Cadet Battalion Commander  
CDT Avery Johnson, (Ripon College) 
 

The Fox Valley ROTC Battalion has received a few new faces this year. LTC Jay Hopkins has re-
placed LTC Darrel Tackett as the Professor of Military Science and I have found myself placed in 
the role of Cadet Battalion Commander. 
 
After having become more comfortable in my position as Cadet Battalion Commander, I hope to 
develop the cadets in the Battalion through a focused monthly mentorship program. I expect the 
senior MSIV cadets in the Battalion to use their gained knowledge and experience to develop and 
improve the moral character, leadership ability, and skill sets of the younger cadets. 
 
The MSIV Battalion Staff members collaborate between their specific staff positions in order to 
assist the battalion with the planning and execution of Battalion events. The events that the sen-
ior MSIV cadets have planned and executed this semester include: Battalion Organizational Day (a 
άƴƻ-ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜέ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘύΣ Cŀƭƭ C¢· όŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ǊƳȅ 
ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ-In. The eve-
ning included a contracting ceremony for 10 cadets, company skits and a presentation by our 
guest speaker LTC (Ret.) Johan Haraldsen, UW Oshkosh ROTC alumnus. The knowledge and ex-
ǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 
ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ōǳǎȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ ǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 
 
In recent years, the Fox Valley Battalion has watched its cadets achieve high standards of success 
at Warrior Forge, making the Battalion one of the best in the Brigade. I hope to continue to build 
upon this past success and the legacy of the Fox Valley Battalion. It is a pleasure and an honor to 
serve as the Battalion Commander of such an organization and I look forward to the rest of the 
year. 

LTC (RET) Johan Haraldsen speaking after Cadet Sadowsky, 
Cadet CSM, and Cadet Johnson, Cadet Battalion 

 Commander presented him with gifts at the  
Fall 2010 Dining-In 

Cadets, Cadre and family enjoy a good laugh at the 2010 
Fox Valley Battalion Dining-in held in Neenah, Wisconsin 

on 3 December 2010. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5668075&id=551510196


I stared over the edge of the 60 foot tower at the 
ground that seemed so far away.  The ropes of my Swiss 
seat were digging into my waist and helped jerk me back 
to reality as the officer asked me if I was ready.  I took a 
deep breath, nodded, and leaned back over the edge of 
the precipice and told myself to let go.  For someone 
ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ wh¢/ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
exercise at FTX weekend, I might sound a bit crazy or like 
an adrenaline junky who was into extreme sports.  But 
the entire weekend Green Knight Company spent at Fort 
McCoy and Camp Douglas was all about pushing our-
selves and overcoming both physical and mental chal-
lenges. 

Our platoon first met Friday morning, September 
24thΣ ŀǘ уΥол ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ IŀƭƭΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǎǉǳŀŘ ƘŀŘ 
previously conducted gear inspections the night before, 
so everyone was packed and ready to go.  Once our 
coach bus arrived at Fort McCoy, we formed up with the  
Oshkosh and Ripon companies, which comprise the re-
mainder of the Fox Valley Battalion.  Our first task was to 
complete day land navigation. We split into teams de-
pending on our ranks.  As an MSI, I was partnered with 
ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ a{Lǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ a{L± ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ 
the woods.  The MSIIs went in pairs, and the MSIIIs 

worked on their own as they were getting graded on 
their completion scores.  My team successfully mapped 
out and plotted azimuths.  We located five of the eight 
points in the four hours we were given, which was the 
given objective.  After a quick break to eat some food, 
we moved onto night land navigation where my team 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳō ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ tƛƪŜΩǎ tŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
second time (it was a lot harder in the dark).  Since the 
possibility of storms loomed overhead, the entire pla-
toon unpitched our poncho tents, packed everything 
back into the vehicles, and drove to the barracks so we 
could spend the night in warm rooms with beds 
(heavenly!).  Wake up call came early with yells to hurry 
up and get moving.  Hot breakfast at the Dining Hall 
started off our morning before we braved the cold and 
headed to the firing range.  We were issued M16-2As 
and taught how to properly handle, fire, and zero in our 
weapons.  We then ruck marched from the practice 
range to the 300m pop-up target range.  I was in the last 
two waves of cadets to take my turn shooting, so I had 
ample time to hear stories from everyone else that went 
before me.  After I fixed my embarrassing mistake of 
shoving the magazine clip in upside down, I had fun 
shooting and even wound up with a decent score for 
missing the first dozen of the 40 rounds. After turning 
our  M16s back in, the platoons traveled to the rappel   

Fox Valley Cadet rappelling from the 60 foot tower 

at Fort McCoy.  

Zeroing M16s at Fort McCoy before qualification.  

Battalion Fall FTX 
CDT Valerie Rucinski (St Norbert College) 



Fox Valley Battalion Cadets negotiate the FLRC at Camp Douglas as 
Cadre observe and evaluate. 

tower.  We learned how to tie Swiss seats, practiced the 
proper rappelling and belaying techniques on a ramp, and 
climbed to the top of the 60 foot rappel tower to bound 
our way down (I wound up doing just fine) .  From the 
tower, we marched to a sandy arena next to a small park.  
This was the part of FTX weekend that everyone had been 
talking about and that I was dreading - the chicken kill.  As 
I watched the NCO in front of me hypnotize, decapitate, 
methodically skin and gut the demonstrator chicken with 
a practiced ease, I felt a little queasy since I was expected 
to catch, kill, and dress my own chicken in several minutes 
using nothing more than a stick.  It wound up being sur-
prisingly easy to catch my chicken from the pen.   I cradled 
the bird in my arms as I waited for my turn with the stick.  
{C/ DŀǊƳƻƴƎΩǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀōȅ ŘƛŘπ
ƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
trusting eyes when I placed the stick across its neck and 
reached for its feet.  The body flapped around in my 
hands for at least a good three minutes after I pulled its 
head off, although I avoided getting much blood on my 
ACUs.  Now came the hardest part: dressing my chicken.  
My mind was screaming at me how repulsive this was as I 
began to tear the skin off.  Somewhere in the middle of 
ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴǎΣ  L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
nearly as bad as I had expected it to be; I was actually al-
right with what I was doing.  This really was teaching us 
survival skills of how to feed ourselves in the wilderness if 
we ran out of supplies .  It was not mindless brutality like 
my vegetarian roommate probably thought after I de-
scribed it to her in vivid detail when we got back to Saint 
Norbert College on Sunday night.  Since it was getting 
ŘŀǊƪΣ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ hǎƘƪƻǎƘΩǎ ŎŀŘǊŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǳǇ ŘǊŜǎǎπ
ing my chicken so they could get us out of there and the 
birds back to be grilled and barbequed for supper.  It was 
incredibly satisfying to eat the chicken and know that I 
had killed it.  Green Knight Company then rounded off the 
night with weapons cleaning and hot showers. 
 Everything was packed back into the vehicles be-
fore dawn the next morning and we cleaned the barracks 
before we leaving.  We were treated to a second morning 
of hot breakfast leaving plenty of MRE food to munch on 
later in the day.  The battalion soldiered through a frost 
covered conditioning course that consisted of obstacles 
such as rope wall climbing, scaling a wall, and backwards 
army crawling.   The day began to warm up as we moved 
onto the confidence course, which I found to be one of 
the most enjoyable exercises we did the entire weekend.  
The confidence course encompassed a wide variety of sta-
tions including events called the belly buster, the confi-

dence climb, and the A-frame.  From there, the Fox Valley 
Battalion regrouped and drove to Camp Douglas.  Camp 
Douglas was the site of our final set of training exercises 
before the conclusion of the weekend.  Green Knight 
Company intermingled with Oshkosh and Ripon cadets 
and were randomly assigned squads for the leadership 
exercises.  The MSIIIs were placed as squad leaders for an 
overall assessment of their leadership abilities.  They di-
vided the MSIs and MSIIs into Alpha and Bravo teams be-
fore receiving OPORDs from the MSIVs who were grading 
them.  It was then the job of the MSIIIs to plan out and 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ 
scenarios.  Within the time frames we were given, my 
squad effectively crossed the skeleton of a downed bridge 
over a pool using three boards to stretch across the rail-
ings while dragging a full ammo case behind us.  In the 
second round, my squad operated in complete silence 
while escaping on a board stretched across the wall of a 
POW camp where we were being held.  The practical lead-
ership exercises offered the MSIIIs the chance to think on 
their feet and receive feedback on how well they per-
formed within their roles.  It also offered the MSIs and 
MSIIs a fun way to experience different tactical move-
ments.   As soon as we finished cleaning up the facilities, 
we were herded onto the buses to begin the long ride 
home to SNC.   
 Overall, I had a great experience at Fall FTX.  I sur-
mounted challenges and obstacles I might have otherwise 
given up on, as well as getting a feel for the different 
things we train for in ROTC as leaders and as a part of the 
US Army. 



 Over the past summer I attended The Air Assault School at Fort Campbell, KY.  This school taught me valuable 
lessons in military bearing and domain knowledge.  These lessons will take me far into my military career.  We were 
class 19-10, and there were 300 students ready to earn their air assault wings with only ultimately 119 graduating. 
0 Day- It was hot and muggy in the unseasonably warm weather at Fort Campbell.  It reached 93 degrees by 1000 
hours, and had a humidity of 90%.  We had our first smoke session, an hour of overhead arm claps, cheery pickers, 
flutter kicks, crunches, and pushups. Then on to the Obstacle course we went, they tested our mental and physical 
agility and skill.  Thirty people failed the O-course.  We then ran two miles and watched helplessly as 62 more stu-
dents failed. 
 The Air Assault School is conducted in three Phases after 0-Day: Every morning we woke up at O-Dark Thirty. 
When we entered and left the compound through the arches, we had to conduct five and dimes (5 combat load pull 
ups, and 5 Air Assault Pushups (Diamond Push Ups)). 
Phase 1-Basic knowledge of Air Assault Operations, Pathfinder Operations, Aircraft and the knowhow of the Air As-
sault School.  In this phase, they weed out the weak as they would smoke us hourly -  just because they could; often  
ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻΧέ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ 
20-ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ άǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ŘǊƻǇǎ ƻǳǘΗέ ²Ŝ ƭƻǎǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
with this rule in place.  The exam we took was very basic. There was a multiple choice  part and a practical part. The 
practical exam was on arm and hand signals.  Only 12 people failed  this phase. 
Phase 2ςWe gained great knowledge in sling loads (how helicopters transport equipment, supplies, and vehicles), 
equipment used, and proper sling loading techniques.  This was a mental phase as they lightened up on the punish-
ments.  But the classroom work and practical exercises were giant clusters of information.  We practiced daily on the 
sling load, and did our best to identify any and all deficiencies on them.  The written part of the exam was not too 
difficult and many passed with ease.  It was the practical exam that caught most people of guard.  Out of the four 
types of sling loads: Fuel Blivets, Armored HMMWVs, the A-22 Cargo Bag(those who know of this sling load are 
probably reliving nightmares now), and the cargo net, we had to identify three out of four deficiencies on every sling 
load.  Many people, myself included, failed the A-22 Cargo Bag.   Those of us who failed had to restudy and retest on 
this sling load.  We lost 43 more students after this phase was complete. 
Phase 3ς This was perhaps the best phase.  Besides the PT in the morning and the unforgiving Swiss seats, this was 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ ŜȄǘǊŀ t¢ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿΣ ƳŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ άƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎέ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ 
learned how to fast rope and rappel down the tower, open and closed side, multiple times.  After nearly mastering 
the different techniques, we took the exam and only six failed.  As a treat, they sent in U-60 Blackhawks to take us up 
and let us fast rope down from 40 feet. 
 The last thing before graduation was the grueling 20k ruck march.  We began at 0330 and had  three hours to 
complete the march. Twenty-one students failed this event.  Those of us that made it through the whole course, 
were lucky to earn the honor to wear Air Assault Wings. 

The Air Assault Experience 
 CDT McGuine (St Norbert College) 

Summer 2010 Cadet Professional Development Training: 
Air Assault School: CDT McGuine, GKC, CDT Winchel, TC, CDT McCluskey, RHC 
Airborne School; CDT Kubesh, TC, CDT  Kasubaski, RHC, CDT Mans, RHC 
CTLT: CDT Murray, GKC (Fort Hood, TX), CDT Sadowsky, GKC (South Korea) 

CDT Kubesh 
Airborne School 

CDT Winchel 
Air Assault School 



Fox Valley Battalion Celebrates Veterans Day 

Letter of thanks to MAJ Rus Kettner, APMS Ripon 

College, from a student at Brandon Middle School  

Cadets from Ripon College gather the flag after 

members of the Fox Valley parachute team jumped 

into Brandon Middle School  

LTC Jay Hopkins, our PMS, speaks at Lan-

caster High School with members of the 

VFW and American Legion  

Cadets and cadre honor the colors at 

Marian University during the Veterans Day 

ceremony.  Pictured from Left to Right; 

CDT Parson, CDT Singh, CDT Dorsey, 

CDT Kauer, SFC Vincent and MAJ Helm  

CDT McGuine, CDT Delsart, CDT Winkelbauer 

and CDT Ziesmer perform color guard duty at 

UW Green Bay as part of the Veterans Day 

Ceremony  
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Aviation  

CDT Johnson, RHC, Active 

Engineer Corps  

CDT Holm, TC, Reserve 

Field Artillery  

CDT Murray, GKC, Active 

CDT Riemer, GKC, Active 

CDT Anderson, TC, NG 

Infantry  

CDT McCluskey, RHC, Active 

Military Intelligence  

CDT Michaels, GKC, Active 
CDT Frank, TC, NG 

Ordnance  

CDT Lawson, TC, Active 

CDT Bell, GKC, Active 

CDT Sadowsky, GKC, Active 

Army Nurse Corps  

CDT Jurgilanis, TC, Active 

CDT Wiegand, TC, Active 

Medical Service Corps  

CDT Meza, RHC, NG 

CDT Bellanger, GKC, NG 

Congratulations to our seniors who recently received their branch.  100% of  

Fox Valley Cadets received a branch in their top 3 choices.  

December Commissioning 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   CDT Jurgilanis              CDT Lawson                 CDT Wiegand  

Army Nurse Corps                           Ordnance                         Army Nurse Corps  

           Hawaii                               Fort Bragg, NC                     Fort Bragg, NC  

 

Congratulations to the following Cadets who received their commission 

from University of Wisconsin Oshkosh on December 17th, 2010  

Branching for MS IVs and MS Vs 


