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Mrs Fran Kubesh, mother of Meghan Kubesh (UWO MS IIl), was gracious enough to take our battglion
and company photos pictured above. The photos were taken at the fall Battalion Organizational Dpy
held September 18th at the Winnebago County Park just north of Oshkosh, WI.




Greetings from the Cadet Battalion Commander
CDT Avery Johnson, (Ripon College)

The Fox Valley ROTC Battalion has received a few new faces this year. LTC Jay Hopkins has rg-
placed LTC Darrel Tackett as the Professor of Military Science and | have found myself placed ip
the role of Cadet Battalion Commander.

After having become more comfortable in my position as Cadet Battalion Commander, | hope tg
develop the cadets in the Battalion through a focused monthly mentorship program. | expect the
senior MSIV cadets in the Battalion to use their gained knowledge and experience to develpp afd
improve the moral character, leadership ability, and skill sets of the younger cadets.

The MSIV Battalion Staff members collaborate between their specific staff positions in ordef to

assist the battalion with the planning and execution of Battalion events. The events that the| sen
ior MSIV cadets have planned and executed this semester include: Battalion Organizationgl Day (a
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ning included a contracting ceremony for 10 cadets, company skits and a presentation by qur

guest speaker LTC (Ret.) Johan Haraldsen, UW Oshkosh ROTC alumnus. The knowledge|and Ex-
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In recent years, the Fox Valley Battalion has watched its cadets achieve high standards of succgss
at Warrior Forge, making the Battalion one of the best in the Brigade. | hope to continue to puild)
upon this past success and the legacy of the Fox Valley Battalion. It is a pleasure and an hpnor fo
serve as the Battalion Commander of such an organization and | look forward to the rest of|the
year.

Cadets, Cadre and family enjoy a good laugh at the 2010

Fox Valley Battalion Diningn held in Neenah, Wisconsin 3
on 3 December 2010. LTC (RET) Johan Haraldsen speaking after Cadet Sadowsky,

Cadet CSM, and Cadet Johnson, Cadet Battalion
Commander presented him with gifts at the
Fall 2010 Diningn



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5668075&id=551510196

Battalion Fall FTX
CDT Valerie Rucinski (St Norbert College)

| stared over the edge of the 60 foot tower at th@orked on their own as they were getting graded ¢n
ground that seemed so far away. The ropes of my Swikeir completion scores. My team successfully mapped
seat were digging into my waist and helped jerk me bagut and plotted azimuths. We located five of the eigpt
to reality as the officer asked me if | was ready. | took@oints in the four hours we were given, which was tle

the precipice and told myself to let go. For someone we moved onto night land navigation where my tea
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exercise at FTX weekend, | might sound a bit crazy ordé&eond time (it was a lot harder in the dark). Since
an adrenaline junky who was into extreme sports. Butpossibility of storms loomed overhead, the entire pl

lenges. (heavenly!). Wake up call came early with yells to hufry
Our platoon first met Friday morning, Septembep and get moving. Hot breakfast at the Dining
24"s G yYon 2dziaARS 27F { damed WRokinfmring |béfdref we braved!thd Koldzaijddzl R
previously conducted gear inspections the night befoheaded to the firing range. We were issued M2l&s
so everyone was packed and ready to go. Once and taught how to properly handle, fire, and zero in opr
coach bus arrived at Fort McCoy, we formed up with theapons. We then ruck marched from the practi¢e
Oshkosh and Ripon companies, which comprise theragge to the 300m pojp target range. | was in the la
mainder of the Fox Valley Battalion. Our first task waswo waves of cadets to take my turn shooting, so | hpd
complete day land navigation. We split into teams danple time to hear stories from everyone else that weft
pending on our ranks. As an MSI, | was partnered Wigfore me. After | fixed my embarrassing mistake jof
G2 20KSNJ a{La |yR Iy a{shotingih?2 magdzing digzh RpsiteidovinsS lihad tné i
the woods. The MSIIs went in pairs, and the M3Heoting and even wound up with a decent score fpr
missing the first dozen of the 40 rounds. After turnirjg
our M16s back in, the platoons traveled to the rappel

Zeroing M16s at Fort McCoy before qualification.

Fox Valley Cadet rappelling from the 60 foot tower
at Fort McCoy.




tower. We learned how to tie Swiss seats, practiced thelence climb, and the-fame. From there, the Fox Vallg

our way down (I wound up doing just fine) . From the before the conclusion of the weekend. Green Knight

tower, we marched to a sandy arena next to a small patRompany intermingled with Oshkosh and Ripon cadet
This was the part of FTX weekend that everyone had baen were randomly assigned squads for the leadershif
talking about and that | was dreadirghe chicken kill. Asexercises. The MSIlIs were placed as squad leaders f
| watched the NCO in front of me hypnotize, decapitate pverall assessment of their leadership abilities. They d

a practiced ease, | felt a little queasy since | was expectede receiving OPORDs from the MSIVs who were gra
to catch, kill, and dress my own chicken in several minutesm. It was then the job of the MSllIs to plan out and
using nothing more than a stick. It wound up beingsurO2 y RdzOiG G KSANJ S+ vyaqQ SES
prisingly easy to catch my chicken from the pen. | cradlednarios. Within the time frames we were given, my
the bird in my arms as | waited for my turn with the sticksquad effectively crossed the skeleton of a downed bri
{C/ DIFEN¥2y3dQa (SftfAy3a YS oleragpbohiusifigzhteRbosfdd toktietcH akrdsSthelra
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trusting eyes when | placed the stick across its neck andecond round, my squad operated in complete silence
reached for its feet. The body flapped around in my  while escaping on a board stretched across the wall of

head off, although | avoided getting much blood on my ership exercises offered the MSllIs the chance to think
ACUs. Now came the hardest part: dressing my chicketheir feet and receive feedback on how well they per-
My mind was screaming at me how repulsive this was @eimed within their roles. It also offered the MSls and
began to tear the skin off. Somewhere in the middle of MSlIs a fun way to experience different tactical move-

nearly as bad as | had expected it to be; | was actually ale were herded onto the buses to begin the long ride
right with what | was doing. This really was teaching ushome to SNC.
survival skills of how to feed ourselves in the wilderness if Overall, | had a great experience at Fall FTX. |
we ran out of supplies . It was not mindless brutality likenounted challenges and obstacles | might have othe
my vegetarian roommate probably thought after | de- given up on, as well as getting a feel for the different
scribed it to her in vivid detail when we got back to Sainthings we train for in ROTC as leaders and as a part o}
Norbert College on Sunday night. Since it was getting US Army.
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ing my chicken so they could get us out of there and t
birds back to be grilled and barbequed for supper. It
incredibly satisfying to eat the chicken and know that
had killed it. Green Knight Company then rounded of
night with weapons cleaning and hot showers.
Everything was packed back into the vehicles §
fore dawn the next morning and we cleaned the barra
before we leaving. We were treated to a second mor
of hot breakfast leaving plenty of MRE food to munch
later in the day. The battalion soldiered through a frog
covered conditioning course that consisted of obstacle
such as rope wall climbing, scaling a wall, and backw
army crawling. The day began to warm up as we mope
onto the confidence course, which | found to be one of
the most enjoyable exercises we did the entire weeke :
The confidence course encompassed a wide variety of $tex Valley Battalion Cadets negotiate the FLRC at Camp Douglas
tions including events called the belly buster, the confi- Cadre observe and evaluate.

a

proper rappelling and belaying techniques on a ramp, aBdttalion regrouped and drove to Camp Douglas. Canjp
climbed to the top of the 60 foot rappel tower to bound Douglas was the site of our final set of training exercis¢s

methodically skin and gut the demonstrator chicken witlwvided the MSIs and MSlIs into Alpha and Bravo teamsLbe-
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hands for at least a good three minutes after | pulled itsPOW camp where we were being held. The practical lpad-
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The Air Assault Experience
CDT McGuine (St Norbert College)

Over the past summer | attended The Air Assault School at Fort Campbell, KY. This school taught m
lessons in military bearing and domain knowledge. These lessons will take me far into my military career. W
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class 1910, and there were 300 students ready to earn their air assault wings with only ultimately 119 gradua§ing.

1000

0 Day It was hot and muggy in the unseasonably warm weather at Fort Campbell. It reached 93 degrees by

flutter kicks, crunches, and pushups. Then on to the Obstacle course we went, they tested our mental and p
agility and skill. Thirty people failed thedOurse. We then ran two miles and watched helplessly as 62 more s
dents failed.

The Air Assault School is conducted in three Phases abayOEvery morning we woke up atd@rk Thirty.

hours, and had a humidity of 90%. We had our first smoke session, an hour of overhead arm claps, cheery Tckers,

ysical

When we entered and left the compound through the arches, we had to conduct five and dimes (5 combat lopd pull

ups, and 5 Air Assault Pushups (Diamond Push Ups)).

Phase 1Basic knowledge of Air Assault Operations, Pathfinder Operations, Aircraft and the knowhow of the Air As-

sault School. In this phase, they weed out the weak as they would smoke us-hjustiypecause they could; ofter
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with this rule in place. The exam we took was very basic. There was a multiple choice part and a practical g
practical exam was on arm and hand signals. Only 12 people failed this phase.
Phase 2We gained great knowledge in sling loads (how helicopters transport equipment, supplies, and vehig
equipment used, and proper sling loading techniques. This was a mental phase as they lightened up on the
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ments. But the classroom work and practical exercises were giant clusters of information. We practiced dailly on the

sling load, and did our best to identify any and all deficiencies on them. The written part of the exam was no
difficult and many passed with ease. It was the practical exam that caught most people of guard. Out of the
types of sling loads: Fuel Blivets, Armored HMMWVSs, tB@ £argo Bag(those who know of this sling load are

probably reliving nightmares now), and the cargo net, we had to identify three out of four deficiencies on eve
load. Many people, myself included, failed th2Cargo Bag. Those of us who failed had to restudy and rete
this sling load. We lost 43 more students after this phase was complete.
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Phase & This was perhaps the best phase. Besides the PT in the morning and the unforgiving Swiss seats, jhis was
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learned how to fast rope and rappel down the tower, open and closed side, multiple times. After nearly mastering

the different techniques, we took the exam and only six failed. As a treat, they ser@0rBlackhawks to take us
and let us fast rope down from 40 feet.
The last thing before graduation was the grueling 20k ruck march. We began at 0330 and had three

complete the march. Twentgne students failed this event. Those of us that made it through the whole coursq,

were lucky to earn the honor to wear Air Assault Wings.

Summer 2010 Cadet Professional Development Training:
Air Assault SchoolCDT McGuine, GKC, CDT Winchel, TC, CDT McCluske
Airborne SchoolCDT Kubesh, TC, CDT Kasubaski, RHC, CDT Mans, RH
CTLTCDT Murray, GKC (Fort Hood, TX), CDT Sadowsky, GKC (South Ko
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CDT Winchel
Air Assault School

CDT Kubesh
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Airborne School




Fox Valley Battalion Celebrates Veterans Day

Cadets from Ripon College gather the flag after

CDT McGuine, CDT Delsart, CDT Winkelbauer members of the Fox Valley parachute team jumped
and CDT Ziesmer perform color guard duty at _ y p Jump
UW Green Bay as part of the Veterans Day into Brandon Middle School
Ceremony
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Marian University during the Veterans Day : A = Ao
ceremony. Pictured from Left to Right; X jgmm’f Az Les wj#'@:e_ o
e arnk ~Afreta. = "’01“""‘7 e

CDT Parson, CDT Singh, CDT Dorsey,
CDT Kauer, SFC Vincent and MAJ Helm

Letter of thanks to MAJ Rus Kettner, APMS Ripon
College, from a student at Brandon Middle School

.

LTC Jay Hopkins, our PMS, speaks at Lan-

caster High School with members of the
VFW and American Legion




Branching for MS IVs and MS Vs
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Aviation Engineer Corps Field Artillery
CDT Johnson, RHC, Active CDT Holm, TC, Reserve CDT Murray, GKC, Active

CDT Riemer, GKC, Active
CDT Anderson, TC, NG

7

Military Intelligence

Infantry Ordnance
CDT Michaels, GKC, Active CDT McCluskey, RHC, Active CDT Lawson, TC, Active
CDT Frank, TC, NG CDT Bell, GKC, Active

CDT Sadowsky, GKC, Active

Army Nurse Corps Medical Service Corps
CDT Jurgilanis, TC, Active CDT Meza, RHC, NG
CDT Wiegand, TC, Active CDT Bellanger, GKC, NG

Congratulations to our seniors who recently received their branch. 100% of
Fox Valley Cadets received a branch in their top 3 choices.

December Commissioning

Congratulations to the following Cadets who received their commission
from University of Wisconsin Oshkosh on December 17th, 2010

CDT Jurgilanis CDT Lawson CDT Wiegand
Army Nurse Corps Ordnance Army Nurse Corps
Hawaii Fort Bragg, NC Fort Bragg, NC




