Syllabus for Math 189 – Fall Semester 2007

“Problem Based Inquiry Seminar” (Introduction to Statistics)

Instructor:  Scott L. Dennison       Office:  125 Swart       E-mail:  dennison@uwosh.edu

Phone: (920) 424-7348 or leave a message at the Math Office (424-1333)

Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:45-2:45 p.m., Wednesdays by appointment – if I am going to be on campus.

Objectives of This Course:  First, you will learn basic statistics.  This powerful and interesting area of math will help you make sense of many “random” or “unpredictable” events in business, science, the social sciences, etc.  You will learn to make sense of large amounts of data.  Second, this course will develop your ability to solve logical problems and to apply math to real life situations.  Finally, besides learning how to think your way through some very interesting problems, you will get a lot of practice with the TI-83 (or 84) Plus graphing calculator – an absolutely wonderful tool for students and practitioners of technical subjects.  This course will help you do better in other math and science courses … and also in non-technical subjects –  because your ability to think logically is one of the keys to mastering ANY discipline. 

Textbook:  The Basic Practice of Statistics (4th ed.) by Davis Moore.

Calculator:  The TI-83 Plus or 84 Plus.  If you will be taking many other math, science, or business courses, you may want to get the Silver Edition, which is 2.5 times as fast with more memory than the regular model.  Always bring your calculator to class – we will use it constantly, so you will really learn to use it.  Also, be sure to get a user’s guidebook for it.  You can download this as a PDF file at http://education.ti.com/  [Click on “Support”, then on “Guidebooks”.]  One of your best benefits from this class will be what you learn to do with the TI-83 (or 84) Plus, which can be a student’s best friend.

Note:  If you try to use any other calculator for this class, you can bet it won’t be as user friendly as the TI-83/84 Plus, and you will be on your own.  I can help you with using this calculator, but I cannot help you with any other calculator.

Grading Scale:  This grading scale will determine final letter grades:  A = 90%-100%, AB = 85%-89.99%, B = 80%-84.99%, BC = 75%-79.99 %, C = 70%-74.99%, CD = 65%-69.99%, D = 60%-64.99%, and F = below 60%.
Examinations:  There will be three exams, counting as 15%, 20% and 25% of your grade – 60% in all.

Attendance:  This will count as 5% of your course grade.  I (and most of you as well) am very distracted by students who arrive late to class.  Habitual tardiness is rude.  I will take attendance at the beginning of each class, starting at a random name on the roll of students.  If you do not answer when your name is called, then you will be counted absent for that day.  Always coming to class will automatically add 5% to your course average – which equates to one letter grade.

Participation in Class and in Groups:  This will determine 15% of your grade, which includes the 10% for quizzes (see below).  The remaining 5% of the 15% will depend on my perception of your contribution to the class and to the group you participate in.  I will visit the groups as they work, and will also note who asks questions or participates in class discussions.
Quizzes:  Quizzes will count as 10% of your course grade.  Many classes will end with a short quiz over what was covered in class, with emphasis on anything covered in group activities.  The quizzes are the main way that I will assess what you are learning from your group activities.  Your quiz scores will be a good reflection of your class and group participation.

Homework exercises (20% of your grade) will be assigned in most classes.  After taking attendance at the beginning of each class I will lead you through grading your own homework.  This will give us a chance to discuss homework exercises as a class.  Be ready to ask questions!  Grading your own homework is very helpful to you – you’ll get instant feedback on any mistakes you have made.  I will grade some of your homework exercises myself, but you will be grading most of them.

Late Work:  No late quizzes will be given or late homework accepted.  However, the lowest 15% of quiz and homework scores will be discarded in figuring course averages.  Any make-up exams given may be harder than the original versions.

Class Schedule:  This will be posted on D2L and will be updated as we proceed through the course.

Getting Help:  Get help as soon as you need it.  The Math Tutor Lab (113 Swart) provides free tutoring, and the tutors’ hours are posted on the door.  Also, you can see me during office hours for help.  If you can, please tell me in advance that you’ll be there, so I’ll know to expect you.  This is absolutely necessary on Wednesdays, and advisable on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

