BEGINNING FIGURE DRAWING     22-234-002

SPRING 2008

Room S-212

Credits: 3

Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00-10:10 am

Instructor: Barb Rosenthal

Office: A/C 514     Phone: 424-7060

Email: rosentha@uwosh.edu
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday 9:10-10:10am and 12:40-1:40pm

Thursday 12:40-1:40pm

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is designed to develop basic visual skills in drawing the figure.  The student will generally be drawing from direct observation, with an exception or two.  During the first weeks we will concentrate on gesture drawing and proportions.  Later on we will be studying the skeleton and how flesh and the skeleton work together.  There will be some longer poses in which the student will explore form through the use of light and shadow.  We will be discussing different approaches to depicting the figure using examples from history to the present.  The basis for class discussion will be through slide presentations and group critiques.


There are three components to the assignments in this class: in-class work, the sketchbook, and two outside drawing assignments.  


The student is expected to work in class, to participate in critiques and discussions, to ask questions, to stay the entire class period, and to clean up after themselves and others when necessary.

 

MATERIALS LIST:

Drawing pad, 18x24”

Large newsprint pad, 18x24”

2 Black cont`e crayons—2B 

1 White cont`e crayon—HB

Compressed charcoal—2 sticks

Drawing pencil—3B or 4B or Ebony

Fixative or cheap, unscented hairspray

Sketchbook—any size, but

5.5x8.5” is ideal for this class

Kneaded eraser and a hard eraser

Portfolio to carry and/or store work

Art supply box

Drawing board at least 18x24”

1 chamois

Optional:

1 set Yarka “Sauce” Drawing crayons

Chamois or blending stick

Other media and papers

Vine charcoal (erases more easily)

 

RECOMMENDED BOOK:

Nathan Goldstein, Drawing to See, Prentice Hall, 2005.

 

GRADING:


A portfolio of class work (the exact contents to be determined) will be handed in at the end of the semester.  Students will be notified by the 13th week.  Meanwhile, keep everything.  


Two drawings (to be explained later) and a sketchbook will be assigned for completion out of class. 

During the 8th week students will sign up for 15 minute individual critiques to discuss progress in the class work and in the sketchbook.  Sketchbooks must be ½ completed during this critique (1/2= 65 entries).

The weight of the grades will be as follows:


Portfolio of class work 50%


Assigned drawings  
  20%


Sketchbook

  20%

Attitude/Participation
  10%

Letter grades will be given using the following point system:

A=12, AB=11, B=10, BC=9, C=8, CD=7, D=6 and F=0


Three unexcused absences are allowed without penalty.  The portfolio grade will be lowered by one grade for each absence over three.  Six unexcused absences would result in an “F” for the semester.  Excessive tardiness and leaving class early will be noted and may affect the final grade.  Late work will received a lowered grade.  Work over one week late will not be accepted. 

SKETCHBOOK:  (to be worked on outside of class)


In addition to regular assignments a minimum of 10 figure studies from life per week (however, 30 of the total of 130 may be studies from anatomy books) will be required for a “C”.  It is expected that many of these studies will be gestural in nature and will be of “people in the street”.  You may put 4-6 drawings per page.  Draw some of the area around each figure. 

An exceptional sketchbook will include figures in many situations including people in action, at rest, eating, working, singly or in groups, at the library, downtown, outside, inside, etc.; and will be executed in a variety of media.


A “C” sketchbook will have all of the drawings but the gestures look rushed and formulaic.  Drawings look like they’re drawn from books, TV or magazines.

 
If you do not have at least 65 entries at the end of the semester, do not bother handing in the sketchbook; since, it is a waste of the instructor’s time.
   

Every Thursday afternoon at 3:00 the instructor will meet at the New Moon (coffee shop on the corner of Main and Algoma) to draw from her sketchbook.  Students are welcome to come at that time to work in their sketchbooks.  Students who may be too shy to work in public may just come to work or are welcome to ask questions about the sketchbook.  

THE ART DEPARTMENT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS.
