University of Wisconsin- Oshkosh 




instructor: Michelle Tobia
Art 371: Ceramics II
 Spring 2008




email: tobiam@uwosh.edu
Monday/Wednesday 10:20-12:30pm 


       
        office hours: M and W 2-4pm

Ceramics Lab 




     


     office phone: 424.0129


prerequisites: Art 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, and 271 

    studio phone: 424.0144
Course Description

This class is a continuation of Ceramics I with an emphasis on throwing skills and utilitarian pottery using cone 10 reduction fired stoneware and glazes. Further information about the technique, vocabulary, and concepts of wheel throwing are included.  Individuals will make own class clay, shop glazes, begin to learn about how to fire electric (oxidation) and gas kilns (reduction). In addition to continued historical and contemporary ceramics exposure, each project has some specific guidelines yet is designed to allow for individual interpretation.

Objectives:  -to further develop technical skills, equipment safety and knowledge regarding ceramics
   
      -to introduce clay and glaze making information


      -to learn about and participate in oxidation and reduction firing procedures

                    -to continue exploration of the ceramic medium in a personal way through utilitarian pottery
        

                    -to broaden the understanding of ceramic history and contemporary ceramic art

                    -to work within a community responsibly and effectively.

Requirements: -completion of all assignments on the due date

                         -1 typed article response due ___________TBA______.


          -help make class clay


          -help make and maintain shop slips and glazes 


          -collaboratively bisque fire own work and classmate’s work


          -expand knowledge and use of terms, safety procedures and techniques 

  
                 

                          demonstrated and discussed in class


          -sketchbook of idea generation, personal investigation, research, notes, ceramics handouts 

           and technical information (see below for details)


          -participation in critiques and classroom activities

Lab Fee: $60 for consumable materials

Course Expectations:

Attendance and Participation 

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  You are expected to stay the entire class period.  Kiln loading, making clay, studio clean up and attentiveness during lectures and demonstrations are included in class participation.  More than 2 unexcused absences will lower your final grade one full letter.  For each subsequent unexcused absence, your grade will lower one step. More than 2 late arrivals to or leaving early from class is equivalent to 1 unexcused absence.
An excused absence is a doctor’s note, a letter from the Dean of Students, other school related activities (Your are on the sports team, class trip, etc.), a family death, an accident, and other events that we hope don’t happen that need to be communicated to me.   Examples of unexcused absences are not finding a parking spot, my alarm didn’t go off, my car broke down, hangover, I have a wedding to go to, I am fighting with my friend/boyfriend/girlfriend, and other personal information that I don’t need or want to know.  

You have 2 unexcused absences…use them wisely. Here is a scenario to help make it clear:

Let’s say one day in September you had a bad sinus headache and didn’t go to the doctor but stayed home in bed and missed class and then another day you decide to blow off class and go hiking because it’s a crisp, sunny fall day- that is your 2nd  unexcused absence.  So when you stay out late and “don’t feel well” and can’t come into class- that is your 3rd unexcused absence and your final grade will drop one full letter grade. 

Demonstrations will not be repeated- be in class on time and ready to work.

Class critiques are equivalent to an exam, attendance is mandatory…DON’T BE ABSENT or LATE!

Failure to attend and participate in crits will result in the lowering of your final grade.

Please come and speak with me if this attendance policy is at all unclear to you.

Journal/Sketchbook- can be shared with other studios

This will be collected and does contribute to you grade. No lined notebooks.
Exploring your interests outside of class can be the most beneficial to the development of your self and as an artist.  Late nights in the studio can lead to great creative energy. Go to museums and galleries, watch films, go to the library and look at “art,” paintings, sculpture, pots, etc. 

Even more importantly, look beyond what you think “art” is. What do you read? What images or things do you respond to and are interested in? Experiences or things encountered everyday or on a special occasion might be significant. What ideas, philosophies and politics are important to you? What ideas are you working with in other classes?

Your sketchbook should include: 

-ideas and sketches for your projects, drawings of completed projects with notes about glazing and critical    

 response to your work

-do not do project sketches on loose pieces of paper or the back of the assignment sheet; sketches belong in  your sketchbook!
-class notes from lectures, demonstrations, and slide presentations

-images and personal research that you collect which informs your work

Notebook- only ceramics info

Keep all handouts organized in a 3 ring binder or folder.  This includes the syllabus, quizzes, assignments and all other paper work from this class. This is not required but is highly recommended for those students seriously interested in continuing with ceramics classes- duplicates will not be provided.

Projects

Projects will be completed on time and follow the requirements of the assignments.

I do not believe in incompletes or extensions due to your laziness or lack of time management.  

Grading of projects will be based on: 




   -original approach- evidence of your personal investment in the piece

   -technical skill

                                              -craftsmanship 




   -ability to use technique to communicate concept

                                              -ability to speak about your work and ideas

                                              -work ethic and individual progress 

In addition, specific criteria for each project are located on the back of each assignment sheet.

Even though I will give as much class time as I can for you to work on your projects, you will not complete the projects during class time and if you do, you are not working hard enough!

You are expected to work a minimum of 8 hours outside of class time per week.

Studio Use and Behavior:

In general, be respectful…of the studio, the equipment, your classmates and their work and me. The studio is a communal area and used by many people. Everyone is responsible for keeping the studio area clean.  Many ceramics materials are a health hazard and dust should be kept to a minimum. Use the exhaust and ventilation and wear your dust mask- keep it in a Ziploc bag and write your name on it.

All ceramics students have access to the studio as long as there is not another class in session.  This semester, afternoons, evenings, Fridays and weekends are generally free.  Only currently enrolled ceramics students are allowed in the studio…no family, friends, kids, etc. Check the studio for the posted schedule for the semester. 

I am usually around the studio but if my office door is closed, do not bother me unless it is an emergency- I am not kidding, I will most likely give a “negative vibe” to you unless it is an emergency. I am always available for you outside of class during my office hours or a scheduled appointment!

Required Tools:

Plastic bucket (at least 2 gallons), large sponge, spray bottle, tool kit from bookstore, metal rib, fettling knife, plastic bags, rasp, ruler, fork, bat pins, assorted brushes, sand paper, cotton towel, dust mask (at least N95 for dust particulates), sketch book.

Assignments:

I will provide you with a written description and demonstration at the start of each assignment.  In general, you will have at least 2 full class periods plus a weekend to work on each project, with additional out of class time.  You will complete 5 major projects plus a final project and a researched presentation.  

Grades:  

A specific breakdown of each project is on the back of the assignment.

An individual meeting about in-progress grades will occur at mid-term.  If you are absent for this, it is your responsibility to come to me; I will not chase you.

Further discussion of grades will occur in person by appointment only.
A= Excellent.  The student’s approach is consistently invested and innovative.  All work has exceptional qualities in terms of concept, execution and ambition.  All projects are completed on time.  Perfect attendance.  Eagerness to participate in crits and offers thoughtful feedback. Always willing to help out.  Outstanding development of critical thinking and craftsmanship. Goes well beyond the call of duty.

B= Very Good.  The student goes beyond basic expectations.  Projects are completed on time, under 2 unexcused absences and good participation. Studio conduct is honorable.

C= Average/Good.  The student meets basic expectations. Projects completed on time with good attendance.  Average participation and conduct.  In other words, nothing spectacular- just doing the job.

D= Deficient/Weak.  The student is not invested, has several absences and is consistently tardy. Low participation.  Projects are incomplete, late and/or poorly executed.

F= Inadequate. You are wasting your time and my time.

Showing up for making clay, loading, firing and unloading kilns on time, with enthusiasm and energy is part of your grade.  A healthy community effort makes a big difference!

Academic Misconduct:

You are expected to be familiar with University policy as defined on the Dean of Students website.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated and may result in failure and referral to the Office of University Judiciaries, which can lead to suspension or dismissal from the University.  As students, you are encouraged to look at, be inspired by and reference the styles of historical and contemporary art.  However it is important that you recognize and acknowledge your sources.  Academics dishonesty includes cheating, forgery, furnishing false information to the University, alteration or misuse of University documents, records or identification.

Other Stuff to Know:

It is important that you are “present” (physically and mentally) during class.  

No cell phone use during class.  And I don’t want to hear it either…turn off the ringer!!!!

And…No headphones or ipods, mp3 or cd players during class. It is your responsibility to hear what is said anytime during class! 

Write your name on your tools. Keep your tools in your locker.  Lock your locker. Don’t take other people’s tools.

Do not bring other clay or glazes from outside places- I will not let you use them.

Do not take clay home and make your project at home.  You need to work here in the studio for several reasons…

#1. obviously transportation is an issue.  #2. I am giving you class time and am here to help you. 

And most important #3. I don’t know that you made it if I don’t see you work on it.

Hard work and diligence is expected and in and of itself does not automatically mean you will get a good grade.

I expect a lot from my students.  Poor effort and poor excuses will not be tolerated.  I will work hard for you and I expect you to work hard for me. 

If your project falls apart and breaks… remake it, learn from accidents and mistakes to make a better piece.

If your glazes run off your piece on to the kiln shelf, you are cleaning it up with the hammer and chisel or possibly the hand grinder.  If the shelf is severely damaged, replacing the shelf with a new one is expected. 

Come to class with energy, enthusiasm and be ready to work when class begins.  Working with clay can be tricky- it needs time, patience and care.  Don’t leave projects to the last minute- it won’t work out- guaranteed!

If you need accommodations in this course because of a disability, if you have medical emergency information to share with me or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible.

Please communicate any questions or concerns with me.  I am always available to talk outside of class.  I am generally here but please make an appointment with me.  It is the best way to insure that I will be here and ready to listen and help you. 

Recommended Texts:

Hands in Clay by Charlotte Speight and John Toki

Ceramics by Glenn Nelson and Richard Burkett

A Potter’s Workbook by Clary Illian

The Potter’s Dictionary of Materials and techniques by Frank and Janet Hamer

Clay and Glazes for the Potter by Daniel Rhodes

