ART METALS II    22-363
Spring 2008, Monday/Wednesday, 4:10 – 6:20

Paul J. Spanbauer, Instructor

General Information and Course Outline

By enrolling in an advanced course in Art Metals, you have declared an interest in acquiring additional skills and proficiency in working with metal as an art form.  The problem and/or expectations for the course are predicated on your desire to learn more, as well as on your need to incorporate in your advanced work the techniques which were learned in the first semester, in order to grow as a craftsman and designer.

All students are expected to complete each assignment on time.  Ample open shop hours have been arranged to accommodate flexible time need; therefore, no excuses will be accepted.  Since these courses are intended to prepare you to work as a skilled crafts person, you should expect to be challenged by each assignment – not see how little you can do to get by.

Class Attendance
Students must attend all lectures, critiques and demonstrations.  In the past I have had students absent or almost non-existent in class for periods of time claiming they were working on their projects outside of class and still expecting a grade.  This will not be permitted, as a considerable amount of information can be learned by observing other students in class.  Freedom to explore a problem, make drawings and secure materials may occasionally require that you use class time to accomplish these ends.  This must be agreed upon with the instructor prior to the absence.

Grades will be based on originality, difficulty, craftsmanship and surface finish.  Grades will be reduced by ½ of a grade if not done on time and will be reduced by ½ of a grade per week there after.  Three unexcused absences will result in lowering your final grade by one complete grade.  Six or more unexcused absences may result in you being asked to drop the class or receive a failing grade.  
All students are to keep a sketch book – possibly a continuation of your first semester sketch book.  The sketch book should include the following:

1. Designs produced for the assigned project.

2. A record of the pieces finished for this class including:

a. Drawing of the finished piece.

b. Written description of the finished piece.

c. Time involved.

d. Problems encountered and solutions

3. A section of notes from demonstrations.  Include any handouts.
Lab Fee
A non-refundable $45.00 lab fee is required for this course to cover the costs of sandpaper, metal, casting materials, gases, etc.  (Does not include precious metals).

The lab fee is to be paid at the Cashier’s Office in Dempsey Hall and the receipt is to be turned in to the instructor.  This is due during the first two weeks of class.
Problem One
Item:              Miniature pewter or bronze sculpture.
Objective:      The student will be introduced to the technical problems of casting pewter

                      or bronze using the vacuum casting process or the gravity casting process.
                      Also, introduce different casting, spruing and venting processes.    

                      The finished form should be able to be interpreted as being representational
                      of the form of origin, without verbal explanation.

Materials:      Pewter or bronze.

Size:              No larger than 2 ½ inches in any direction.

Description:  A cast sculpture either built up from wax, carved from wax or a

                      combination of both.

Options:        Limitless.

Design:          A realistic or abstract animal or human figure.

Due Date:     February 27, 2008.  End of Class.
Problem Two
Item:              A raised vessel, bowl or chalice.
Objective:      The student will learn how to hammer a flat disk of metal into a smooth 
                       bowl or cup shape with a fabricated base.

Materials:       Vessel: Brass or copper.    Base: Brass, copper, wood or plastic.
Size:               The vessel is not to exceed 7 inches in combined height and width. 
Description:   An angle raised, symmetrical, hollow form of copper or brass with an

                       uncomplicated contour.

Options:         The edge of the vessel may be enhanced with an edge treatment: thickened,

                      serrations, a lip, etc.  A lid may be added as well.

Design:          A vessel is to be hand raised by striking a flat disk of metal over a steel
                      stake using a variety of specialty (raising) hammers. The shape of the bowl
                       in silhouette is to be a regular symmetrical curve.  The base may be of any
                       size that is visually compatible to the size of the bowl and be formed from                      

                       metal, wood or plastic.  The bowl may be permanently attached to the base 

                      or it may be removable. The vessel’s surface is to be high polished or have

                      a uniform texture.   The vessel may have a removable lid or cover.
Due Date:    April 23, 2008  End of Class
Problem Three            
Item:             Cast ring with a cabochon cut stone.
Objective:     The student will create or carve a ring in wax that will hold a cabochon cut
                      stone and cast the ring using the lost wax method of casting . 
Materials:     Sterling silver.  The student will be responsible for the cost of the silver

                      used in the ring.  The average ring will cost between $5.00 - $10.00.  
Size:              Ring size with a comfortable band width.
Description:  A sterling silver ring of organic or symmetrical design incorporating a 
                      cabochon cut stone. (Shapes: Round, oval, marquise, pear).
                      *We will order stones mid semester.  Prices vary.
Options:        Surfaces may be treated with any of the techniques previously

                     demonstrated including: chasing, piercing, oxidation, satin finish, high

                     polish, etc.  Insides MUST be smooth and polished.

Design:        Organic or geometric that secures a cabochon cut stone with either prongs,

                     bezel or a combination of both.
Due Date:   May 12, 2008.  End of class.

Final Critique:  May 14, 2008.  NO work will be done on this day.  Shop clean up, grades and final projects will be given back.  Everyone is expected to have their three projects present for an open discussion.  Everyone is expected to be present. 
