2-Dimensional Design 

Art-112 Sections 001 & 002

UW Oshkosh

Spring 2008

8:00-10:00 T&H & 1:50-4:00 T&H

sauterm@uwosh.edu

Office Hours by Appointment

“Chance favors the prepared mind”

· Louis Pasteur
Course Objectives:  

- Develop an understanding of the basic elements, principles, theories and language used in two-dimensional art and design and how these can be applied to a variety of mediums

- Develop your skills of thinking, speaking and writing critically about your work, as well as the work of others

- Gain a heightened awareness of visual culture

- Learn more about the history of image making and design, as well as contemporary issues

- Experiment with new materials & Conceptual approaches to image making, encouraging creativity and risk-taking

- Develop techniques in problem solving and critical thinking

-Prepare you for advanced studio art classes

Elements of 2-D design:                                           7 Principles of Design:

Line                                                                           Composition / Balance                                                         

Shape                                                                        Emphasis / Repetition / Movement / Rhythm

Value                                                                         Scale / Proportion

Texture                                                                      Unity / Variety / Harmony

Space                                                                         Density / Economy

Color                                                                          Figure /Ground

Course Requirements:

- Attend and bring materials necessary for each class session - come prepared!

- Spend at least 5 hours per week on outside class assignments 

- Complete all required readings & assignments, including attending lectures & gallery shows

- Participate in all critiques

- Maintain a sketchbook and / or visual images folder to turn in for regular reviews throughout the semester

Attendance

Attendance in this class is required and will be taken at the beginning of each class.  You are allowed three absences without penalty.  Each absence beyond 3 will result in your grade for the semester being lowered one-half of a grade point (such as from a B to a B/C). NO EXCEPTIONS.  Grades will also be lowered for tardiness or leaving class early with three of either equaling one absence.  Sleeping in class or being unprepared is equal to one absence.  If you miss a class, you will still be held responsible for concepts studied and assignments given in the classes you miss. Missing class is your responsibility.  Exchange phone numbers and e-mail addresses with your classmates so that you can get all assignments and notes.

Late Assignments:

You must turn in your assignments on the due date.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  1 letter grade is deducted each day your assignment is late.

Critiques:
You are expected to contribute in class critiques and discussions and this will factor into your final grade.  There will be multiple forms of critique throughout the semester consisting of:  group, partner, in-progress, and self-evaluation.  Please contribute your observations and suggestions during class critiques and discussions.  You are part of a community of artists and offering good observations and being communicative will usually improve your own work.  DO NOT MISS CRITIQUE!
Factors to consider when looking at your own artwork and the artwork of other students:

-Successful resolution of assigned problem / did you meet the objective?

-Creativity-inventiveness and initiative / did you challenge yourself?

-Craftsmanship, technical execution, and presentation / attention to detail will enhance your project.

This classroom is a safe haven.  There is no need to feel threatened during a critique.  If negative criticism is given, it MUST be constructive not malicious.

Participation:  

Part of good participation is being prepared.  Failure to bring materials to class when requested usually results in a lowered grade on the project or assignment.  Your participation grade is made up of a variety of factors, most importantly participation in critiques, overall attitude in class and coming prepared.

Sketchbook:
Your sketchbook is an important part of this class because it can be used as a tool to advance your thinking as well as a reference resource.  I will check your sketchbook throughout the semester

Gallery Shows:

We will regularly visit gallery shows.

Room Access:
You may work in the classroom outside of class time.  Other sections of 2-D meet in this room.  Do not just walk in and start working if there is a class going on in this room, ask permission first.  You will also need a pass if you want to work in the building past 10:00 p.m. and on weekends.

Clean-Up And Removal Of Work
Work must be removed from the studio by the end of finals week or it will be thrown out.  You are responsible for clean up after every class period.  If you work in the classroom outside of class hours, you are expected to clean up after yourself.  You may not store things in this classroom-please use the lockers in the basement.

Use Of Sprays:
Use the spray booth when spraying your work.  DO NOT SPRAY IN THE HALLWAY OR THE STAIRWELL!
Cell Phones:

Please silence your cell phones before class begins.

Special Needs:

I will do everything I can to make this a positive learning experience for all of you.  If you are having difficulty with the work please speak with me ASAP!  Our conversations will be kept confidential some times various learning challenges surface in a university setting and it is possible you may need some help, and help is available.  If you are aware that you require special needs, let me know also ASAP so that I can accommodate you, this too is kept confidential.

Materials:
There are some basic materials you should have, and I will list them here.  For specific projects and materials, I will tell you what you need at the time of the assignment.

Staedler Pencils with a variety of hardness 4H, 2H, H, HB.

Staedler eraser

Utility knife with extra blades

Spring steel ruler with a cork bottom

Rubber cement

Sketchbook, at least 8.5" x 11.00" you can go larger but not smaller.

Toolbox of some sort (optional)

Lock for locker

Scissors

You will be using 4-ply matte board; the bookstore usually has an ample supply of what you will need.

Pencil sharpener.  Sharp pencils are important in this class.

Grading:
Your grade is based on a number of factors that include class participation, attendance, attitude, effort, project execution and improvement.  Excellence in all of these areas is required to earn an "A" in this course.  Fulfilling the requirements of the course is considered average and will earn a "C".  Grading is an individual process, but general standards will be used to evaluate your performance in order to assign a letter grade.  Assignments will be the primary source of your grade and you will be expected to work outside of class approximately one hour for every hour of class.  Assignments will be considered in terms of concept, execution, craftsmanship, inventiveness and risk-taking.  Your projects will be evaluated according to the following criteria: solution to assignments, technical execution, conceptual cohesion, presentation and evidence of growth.

"A" consistent excellence in all criteria and reflect understanding of concepts

"B" above average, shows evidence of growth, and are well planned

"C" satisfactory completion, may lack individual research or evidence of growth

"D" insufficient and / or show inadequate technical execution and reflect a lack of class participation

"F" unsatisfactory, incomplete, and  / or reflect student's unwillingness to work

Your grade will be determined based on the following point system:

4 exercises at 5 points

2 exercises at 10 points

3 projects at 20 points

Total:  100 points 
MP3 Players:  Wearing earphones / headphones is forbidden!

I will provide a device to play music, which will accommodate compact discs, and MP3 players, and yes, even cassettes.  Listening to music with headphones is antisocial behavior and I consider this class a community where we share everything including our music.

If I notice you text messaging during class, I will ask you to pack your belongings and leave for the day, this will count as an absence.  If you need to make an emergency phone call quietly get up and go out in the hallway and take care of it there.

Everything mentioned in this syllabus is subject to change.
