WESTERN MEDIEVAL ART AND ARCHITECTURE

ARTH 311-001 – Spring 2008

Dr. Susan Maxwell 

Class Meets: 

Monday & Wednesday, 3:00-4:30, A&C, S149

Office Hours:


Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30-11:000 p.m., A&C, 510





Other times may be scheduled by appointment

Telephone:


424-7064


e-mail:



maxwelb@uwosh.edu
Course Description:

This course provides an in-depth look at the development of medieval artistic traditions in northern Europe and Spain from the 6th century to the 14th century in response to the expanding influences of Christianity and Islam.  An extremely rich vocabulary of visual expression developed out of interactions between the Byzantine east, the Latin west, the art of Islam and northern traditions such as the Celts, the Vikings, and the Germanic tribes.  We will study a variety of media such as architecture, decorative programs of stained glass and sculpture, liturgical and luxury objects, and manuscript illumination.  Students will learn to distinguish stylistic periods and cross-currents, to formally analyze what they see, and will develop a method of contextualization that is both historical and cultural. 
Required Textbooks: 

-Henry Luttikhuizen and Dorothy Verkerk, eds. Snyder’s Medieval Art.  2nd Edition, 2006.

-Elizabeth Sears and Thelma K. Thomas, Reading Medieval Images: The Art Historian and the Object, 2002.

-Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing About Art, 8th Ed.   Recommended* 

*(The 8th edition is available for purchase in the university bookstore, however, older editions are equally useful.   Check with me if you are unsure about purchasing an older edition)
Requirements:

Attendance:  Attendance is expected and required. Three (3) absences are allowed during the entire semester.  It is up to each student to decide whether or not to save these for serious events (illness, automotive failure, etc..), i.e., there are no “excused” or “unexcused” absences. Arriving late or leaving early will be counted as an absence.  Each absence beyond the allowed three may result in the lowering of your final grade by three points.

Reading Assignments:  Reading assignments and lecture topics are listed below by date due.  If you read the material before the date due, you will become familiar with terms and names and have an easier time taking notes in class and participating in discussion.  Readings from Sears & Thomas will require written response papers and in-class discusssion.
In addition, the following readings from Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing about Art are suggested for those who have had little experience in writing for art history:

On "formal analysis":  pp. 99-103 (pp. 95-98, 7th Ed.)

On writing comparisons: pp. 120-126 (pp. 115-121, 7th Ed.)

On writing longer essays: pp. 156-166 (pp. 143-149 7th Ed.) 

For your paper:  Chapter 10, pp. 242-263, Chapter 11, pp. 291-312 (although the entire chapter is useful)

Notetaking:  Tests will cover materials from lectures and readings. Students are strongly urged to practice the art of careful notetaking! It is the responsibility of the student to take notes and to locate images shown in class in the available sources.  If you must be absent, you should contact a classmate with requests for notes.  I will not provide any lecture notes to students. 

D2L:  Slide lists, paper guidelines, and test information will be posted on D2L.  All students are required to have a university e-mail account so that they can be contacted and can access D2L.

Disability Accommodation and Notification:  Students seeking reasonable accommodations for disabilities must self-identify with the appropriate Dean of Students so that arrangements can be made.  Students should inform me of any special needs and present relevant documentation within the first two weeks of classes. 

Contact for Disability Services: 


Debbie Gray Patton, Assistant Dean of Students

Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities, 125 Dempsey Hall

  Email: graypatt@uwosh.edu 

Website: http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/disabilities

Phone: 920-424-3100 

TDD: 920-424-1319

 Fax: 920-424-2405

Academic Integrity at UW-Oshkosh:  By studying at this university you are entering into a community of scholars where honesty is vital to maintaining an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to a standard of academic integrity for all students.  Students are subject to disciplinary action for academic misconduct, which is defined in UWS 14.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code.  

 
It is the individual student's responsibility  to familiarize themselves with the standards of academic honesty. The student discipline code can be viewed on the web at http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/studentdisciplinecode.html
In this course, violations of academic integrity are as follows, but are not limited to:

-
giving or receiving assistance from another classmate on any quiz, test or exam

-
using books, notes or any other materials prepared outside of class for quizzes, tests, and exams unless explicitly requested by me to do so

-
misrepresenting attendance in class by signing the roll for another student, or having another student sign the roll for you

Grading:

Your grade will be determined as follows:

Quizzes:


10%

Response Papers:

20%

Group Project”

20%

Mid-Term:


20%

Final:



25%

Quizzes:  There will be several short (10 minute) objective quizzes on terminology and identification of material, which will be announced.  If you arrive late to class and miss a quiz, do not expect to make it up. 

Response Papers:  Short 1-page, typewritten, hard-copy papers that respond to assigned readings.  These will be announced in advance. 

Group Project: Working in groups of 4 – 5, students will investigate local architecture in Oshkosh and the near vicinity.  Each group will locate, photograph, research and present one architectural structure that incorporates elements of medieval style to the class.  On-going work will be posted in a “mediawiki” format and final presentations will be presented as a Powerpoint presentation during the last 1 ½ weeks of class.  Individual group members will turn in a 5-page paper that describes and analyzes the project.  More specific information and guidelines will be discussed in class and posted on D2L.

Background reading for this project: Snyder, Chapter 21 

Mid-Term: The mid-term will consist of slide identification and essay questions covering material from the lectures and readings from the first half of the term. You are responsible for knowing artist (if known), title, context, and date of any image that is in your textbook AND has been discussed in lecture.  Essays should reflect an understanding of the concepts from A Short Guide to Writing about Art.

Final Exam: The format will generally be the same as the mid-term.  Objective material will only be taken from the second half of the semester. In addition, the final exam may include a cumulative essay that will draw from broad issues covering the entire semester.

**NOTE:    All tests and exams are required and NO MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given without proper documentation from a medical doctor or facility.  Failure to take a test or exam on the scheduled date will result in a grade of "0" for that component.

Lecture Schedule and Reading Assignments:

Week of February 4 – 6: The Invaders: Early Christian Rome and Byzantium

For Feb 6 - Snyder, Chapter I, 3-16

-Reading Medieval Images: Introduction, 1-13


Week of February 11- 13: Celts, Vikings and Hiberno-Saxons 

Snyder, Chapter 7, 135-163, Chapter 9, 214-215

Reading Medieval Images:  Visual Rhetoric, 36-47

-3: Thomas, The Medium Matters: Reading the Remains of a Late Antique Textile, 39-49

Week of February 18 – 20*:  Carolingian Art

Snyder, Chapter 8, 164-174

Reading Medieval Images:
 Sign Theory, 16-17

-2:  Chazelle, "An Exemplum of Humility: The Crucifixion Image in the Drogo Sacramentary, 27-33

*No Class Feb 20 – Group Projects Meet

Week of February 25 – 27:  Carolingian & Anglo-Saxon

-Snyder, Chapter 8, 175-192, Chapter 9, 193-200

Reading Medieval Images (Visual Rhetoric):

-5: Sears, "Portraits in Counterpoint:  Jerome and Jeremiah in an Augsburg Manuscript, 61-74

Week of March 3 – 5:  Anglo-Norman and Ottonian Art

-Snyder, Chapter 9, 199-213

Reading Medieval Images: Narrative: 160-161

- 14:  The Gift of the Cross in the New Minster Liber Vitae, 177-186

- 13: Stahl, Eve's Reach:  A Note on Dramatic Elements in the Hildesheim Doors, 163-175

Week of March 10 – 12:   Islamic Art and Architecture in Spain

-Snyder, Chapter 10, 219-225, Chapter 12, 235-250

Reading Medieval Images:
  Audience, 100-101

-9: Grabar, About a Bronze Bird, 117-125

-10: Werckmeister, The Image of the "Jugglers" in the Beatus of Silos, 129-139

Week of March 17 – 19: Romanesque Art: Crusaders, Pilgrims, Monks, and Nuns

-Snyder, Chapter 11, 226-234, Chapter 13, 253-284

Reading Medieval Images:
 Pictorial Conventions, 140-141

-11:  Glass, 'Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened': A Lintel from San Cassiano a Settimo, 143-150

Week of March 24 – 26:  Spring Break

Week of March 31 – April 2: Romanesque Art: Popes and Emperors

March 31: MID-TERM

April 2: Romanesque Art

-Snyder, Chapter 14, 285-306

Week of April 7 – 9: Romanesque Art and Architecture: The Normans

-Snyder, Chapter 15, 307-320

Reading Medieval Images (Narrative):

-15: Hahn, "Valerie's Gift: A Narrative Enamel Chasse from Limoges," 187-200

ART DEPARTMENT CHICAGO TRIP on APRIL 10  -  NO CLASS APRIL 9*

*Students should make every effort to participate in this opportunity to visit Chicago museums.

Week of April 14 – 16:  Gothic Art and Architecture in France

-Snyder, Chapter 16, 323-363

Reading Medieval Images (Visual Rhetoric):

-6: Camille,” 'Seeing and Lecturing': Disputation in a Twelfth Century Tympanum from Reims,” 75-87


Week of April 21 – 23: Late Gothic Art in France

-Snyder, Chapter 17, 364-384

Reading Medieval Images (Audience):

-8: Davis, “Canonical Views: The Theophilus Story and the Choir Reliefs at Notre-Dame, Paris,” 103-116

Week of April 28 – 30: Gothic Art in England, Germany and Italy

-Snyder, Chapter 18, 385-409, Chapter 20, 440-461

Reading Medieval Images (Narrative):

-Little, "The Road to Glory: New Early Images of Thomas Becket's Life," 201-211

Week of May 5 – 7

May 5 – Final Exam

May 7 – Group Presentations

Week of May 12 -14

May 12 – Group Presentations

May 14 – Group Presentations

