Art History Survey I: Ancient through Medieval

ART 109-001 – Spring 2008
Dr. Susan Maxwell
Class Meets:
Tuesday and Thursday, 3:00-4:30., A&C, S149

Office Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30-11:00, A&C, 510

Other times may be scheduled by appointment

Contact:
e-mail: maxwelb@uwosh.edu  
  tel: 424-7064

Course Description:

This introductory course surveys major styles in the art and architecture of the ancient western world from the art of prehistoric man to the age of cathedrals at the end of the medieval period. Emphasis is placed on understanding representative works of art and architecture, recognition of associated styles from each period, and the introduction of art historical methodology. Historical and cultural issues are discussed through formal analysis and contextualization.  Material is presented primarily in lecture format with some discussion.

Purpose:
Why study art history?  Consider:

I know that many will say that this is a useless work, and these people will be those [who]...took no more account of the wind from their mouths, which caused their words, than of the wind which issued from their lower regions.  These men possess a desire only for material wealth and are entirely devoid of the desire for wisdom, which is the sustenance and truly dependable wealth of the mind.   (Leonardo da Vinci)

A liberal arts education has never been about getting a job.  As part of a liberal arts education, art history teaches us to search for meaning in our lives.  Learning to analyze the visual world of the past and to eloquently express that analysis in written and verbal form offers us a discipline that affects all other aspects of our life in the present. We study art history in order to appreciate cultures of different times and different places, but recognizing styles and influences of the past also makes us aware of our own place within the world.  Learning to differentiate between our own personal stylistic preferences and true appreciation of the meaning that art held in its original context is crucial to a sound liberal arts education.  In its many different contexts of making and meaning, art provides a key to understanding our fellow human beings.  The search to understand our shared history brings us wisdom rather than mere knowledge.

Required Textbooks: 

- Gardner's Art through the Ages: The Western Perspective, 12th Edition, Vol.  2

- Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing about Art, 8th Edition*

*Relevant sections of the Short Guide are also available on e-Reserve.  Older editions are equally useful (check with me if you’re unsure about purchasing a used book or older edition).

Requirements:

Attendance:  Attendance is expected and required. Three (3) absences are allowed during the entire semester.  It is up to each student to decide whether or not to save these for serious events (illness, automotive failure, etc..), i.e., there are no “excused” or “unexcused” absences. Arriving late or leaving early will be counted as an absence.  Each absence beyond the allowed three may result in the lowering of your final grade by three points.  

Reading Assignments:  Reading assignments and lecture topics are listed below by date due.  Read the material before the date due so that you become familiar with terms and names and have an easier time taking notes in class.  

In addition, you should read the following pages from Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing about Art, as soon as possible, but before the mid-term at the latest:

On "formal analysis":  pp. 99-103 (pp. 95-98, 7th Ed.)

On writing comparisons: pp. 120-126 (pp. 115-121, 7th Ed.)

On writing longer essays: pp. 156-166 (pp. 143-149 7th Ed.) 

Notetaking:  Quizzes and exams will cover materials from lectures and readings. It is the responsibility of the student to take their own notes, to compile vocabulary lists and to locate images shown in class in the available sources.  If you must be absent, you should contact a classmate with requests for notes.  I will not provide any lecture notes to students.

D2L:  Slide lists and other information will be posted on D2L.  Occasionally, lectures will cover images not available in the book and I will post them on D2L for study purposes.  All students are required to have a university e-mail account so that they can be contacted and can access D2L.

Disability Accommodation and Notification:  Students seeking reasonable accommodations for disabilities must self-identify with the appropriate Dean of Students so that arrangements can be made.  Students should inform me of any special needs and present relevant documentation within the first two weeks of classes. 

Contact for Disability Services: 


Debbie Gray Patton, Assistant Dean of Students

Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities, 125 Dempsey Hall

Email: graypatt@uwosh.edu 

Website: http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/disabilities

Phone: 920-424-3100 

TDD: 920-424-1319

 Fax: 920-424-2405

Academic Integrity at UW-Oshkosh:  By studying at this university you are entering into a community of scholars where honesty is vital to maintaining an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to a standard of academic integrity for all students.  Students are subject to disciplinary action for academic misconduct, which is defined in UWS 14.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code.  

 
It is the individual student's responsibility  to familiarize themselves with the standards of academic honesty. The student discipline code can be viewed on the web at http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/studentdisciplinecode.html.

In this course, violations of academic integrity will result in a grade of zero for the assignment in question; issues are as follows, but are not limited to:

-
giving or receiving assistance from another classmate on any quiz or exam

-
using books or notes for quizzes and exams unless explicitly requested by me to do so

-
misrepresenting attendance in class by signing the roll for another student, or having another student sign the roll for you

-
plagiarism, including improper citation of sources

Grading:  Your grade will be determined as follows:

Quizzes:
15%

Short Paper:
10%

Mid-Term:
35%

Final Exam:
40%

Quizzes:  Quiz dates and content will be announced in class. Missed quizzes cannot be made up under any circumstances.

Short Paper:  Students will prepare a 2-3 page analysis of a work of art based on direct observation in the Art Institute of Chicago (NOT the museum web-site!).  The Art Department will sponsor a bus trip to Chicago early in April.  Students are expected to participate in this trip or visit the museum on their own in order to prepare this paper.  Any alternate venue must be discussed with me in advance.  More detailed information on the paper will be made available on D2L and in class.  The due date is indicated in the schedule below.  Late papers will be graded down and no papers will be accepted more than one week after the due date.

Mid-Term:  The mid-term will be given on the date indicated in the schedule below and will cover material from the lectures and readings. It will consist of slide i.d.'s, use of terminology and comparison essays.  

Final Exam:  The final exam will be given during the last week of the semester.  The final exam will consist of slide i.d.’s, multiple choice questions based on the lectures and readings from the second half of the semester, and a cumulative essay that will draw from broad issues covering the entire semester.**

Students will only be tested on images that are both discussed in lectures AND are available in the textbook or on D2L.  Essays should reflect an understanding of the readings from A Short Guide to Writing about Art.

**NOTE:    All quizzes and exams are required and NO MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given.  There are no extra credit assignments. Failure to take a test or exam on the scheduled date will result in a grade of “0”for that component.  Students with a documented medical or family emergency should contact the Dean of Students so that all of their instructors can be notified and appropriate accomodations made.

Lecture Schedule and Reading Assignments:

T Feb 5
Introduction:  Terms, History of Art History, Formal Analysis



Read Gardner, Intro: pp. ix-xxxi, by Feb 19

R Feb 7
Stone Age to the Ancient Near East (1,2)



Gardner, pp. 1-34

T Feb 12
Egypt: Archaic and Old Kingdom (3)



Gardner, pp. 41-54

R Feb 14
Egypt: Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom (3)



Gardner, pp. 54-68

T Feb 19 
Greece: Aegean to Archaic Art (4, 5)



Gardner, pp. 71-88, 91-105

R Feb 21
No Class –  Writing Assignment due Feb 26

T Feb 26
Greece: Vase Painting and the Classical Revolution 5th C. BC (5)



Gardner, pp. 106-119

R Feb 28
Greece:  High Classical 5th C. BC, the Acropolis (5)



Gardner, pp. 119-131

T Mar 4
Greece: Late Classical and Hellenistic, 4th C. BC (5)



Gardner, pp. 131-150

R Mar 6
Etruscan and Early Roman (6)



Gardner, pp. 153-164

T Mar 11
Rome: Roman Republican (7)



Gardner, pp.  167-184  

R Mar 13
Rome: Early Empire (7)



Gardner, pp. 185-194

T Mar18
Rome: High and Late Empire (7)



Gardner, 194-213

R Mar 20
MID-TERM

MARCH 25-27 SPRING BREAK

T Apr 1
Late Antiquity and the Early Christians (7 & 8)



Gardner, pp. 214-218, 221-242

R Apr 3
Early Byzantine Art:  The Age of Justinian (9)



Gardner, pp. 245-257

T Apr 8
Byzantine Art and Iconoclasm (9)



Gardner, pp.257-261

R Apr 10
ART DEPARTMENT CHICAGO TRIP  -  NO CLASS

In the event you miss this trip you will need to make your

own arrangements to visit either the Chicago Art Institute, the Milwaukee Art Museum, or the Chazen Museum of Art at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, on your own time.

T Apr 15
Middle and Late Byzantine Art (9)



Gardner, pp. 261-274

R Apr 17
Islamic Art (10)



Gardner, pp. 277-298

T Apr 22
Migrations and Hiberno-Saxon Art (11)



Gardner, pp. 301-310

R Apr 24
Holy Roman Empire:  Carolingian and Ottonian Art (11)



Gardner, pp. 310-324










Museum Paper Due

T Apr 29
Romanesque Architecture (12)





Gardner, pp. 327-339

R May 1
Romanesque Painting & Sculpture (12)



Gardner, pp. 340-356

T May 6
Gothic Art and Architecture (13)



Gardner, pp. 359-386

R May 8
Gothic Art and Architecture (13)



Gardner, pp. 386-397

T May 13
Review

R May 15
FINAL EXAM
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