Department of Art, University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh

ART 22-259/759-001, Spring 2008

T-TH, 4:10 - 6:20 pm, RM: S 12


Lithography I
Instructor: Christopher Cannon 

Office Hours: A/C 509, M-W, 11:30-1:30
Email: cannonc@uwosh.edu

Phone: 920-424-7065

Course Description:

Emphasis is on development on the basic technical skills and the overall aesthetic in creating a lithographic image.  Single color images will be developed and Editioned in this planographic medium.  Prerequisites: 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114.
Recommended Text Books: *Books available @ the Polk Library.
* The Complete Printmaker, by John Ross, Clare Romano, ISBN-10: 0029273722.

* Tamarind Book of Lithography: Art and Techniques, by Garo Z. Antreasian,


ISBN-10: 0810990172.
Stone & Plate Lithography Lab Manual, by Lise Drost, 1994.

http://www.as.miami.edu/art/dr_lithotext.html

Course Objectives:

-This class will explore the process of Lithography, utilizing limestone and
polyester/aluminum plate printmaking techniques as a means of artistic expression.  Students will create a body of work designed to develop a technical understanding and basic working knowledge of the lithographic print medium and to discern its relevance as a fine art
medium amongst other media.
-Development of personal visual expression; a series of prints that expand on a theme or share a central idea.  This is a fine arts studio course that will help you learn to become an artist.
-All students are responsible for the continued maintenance of the equipment and supplies in the workshop. Instruction will be given on the proper use and maintenance of the litho studio.

Sketch Books:

All students are expected to keep a journal of their thoughts and ideas; yours will contain ALL preliminary sketches, notes from demonstrations, and handouts along with any research pertaining to imagery development.  Sketches and all prep material will be handed in with each completed edition and reviewed as part of the edition grade.  You will need a separate sketchbook for this course.

Assignments:

4 Editions of 10 Prints


-Polyester Pronto Plate, 8” x 14” image area


-Two, Stones moderate in size

-Fuji Film Photo Litho Plate, image area

*Preliminary drawings for ALL projects have to be turned in with each edition.

Critiques & Individual Reviews:

There will be several group critiques scheduled throughout the semester.  Critiques are considered exams; failure to attend and participate will result in the lowering of your final grade by one letter.  Individual reviews will take place during the week of Midterms and Finals.

Grading: 

A = Outstanding competence.  Expansive investigation of ideas and excellent composition.  All
assignments completed on time.  Insightful contributions to critiques.  Goes substantially
beyond minimum requirements. 

B = Above average competence.  Substantial investigation of concepts and compositions;
excellent craft.  All assignments completed on time, insightful contributions to critiques.  

C = Average competence.  Assignments done competently and completed on time.

D = Marginal work, due to two or more late projects, limited investigation of ideas, poor craft,
incoherent compositions, minimal contribution to critiques may have more than 3
absences. 

F = Unsatisfactory work.  Course failure due to minimal idea development, poor craft, disjointed
compositions, lack of participation, late assignments, may have more than 6 absences.

* Print Editions will be evaluated on the basis of:


-Originality, creativity and execution of design, (composition, line, shape, space).

-Evidence of technical understanding of the process used.


-Presentation; quality and craftsmanship evident in the final printed edition.

Portfolio Requirements: Four Editions @ 25% each=100%
-Print on any appropriate smooth white or off- white proof paper
    
-Always save at least one print from each state of the image


-Complete editions of 10 as outlined for each project

-Printed on fine art printmaking paper

-Signed, titled and numbered
*MINIMUM 2" borders around the entire image
*Portfolio should include one print representing each state of the image. The state proofs are a record of your printing activity. They indicate the development of the image and use of various lithographic techniques. Label each state appropriately. 
ALL STUDENTS SHOULD STRIVE FOR AN “A” GRADE CONSISTENTLY.

*SAVE ALL OF YOUR PRINTS, PROOFS, ETC. DURING THE ENTIRE SEMESTER*

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory and will be taken everyday.  It is impossible to really "make up" missed demonstrations or critiques, and getting the information second-hand is rarely satisfactory. As a result, if you miss more than 9 hours of class for any reason, you are likely to receive a final grade of D or below for the term. Come with your supplies in hand and ready to work!  An Incomplete will only be given in cases of extreme emergency!

*Cell phones & all electronic devices MUST BE TURNED OFF DURING CLASS.
*Coming to class without required working materials will result in an
absence for that class period.

Learning Disability: 

Students with special needs (such as a physical or learning disability) should contact me during the first week of class so that appropriate accommodations can be made.

Teachers Note:


I want to make everyone’s learning experience an excellent one, please let me know if there is anything you don’t understand or feel needs more explanation.  If I am vague or move through assignments or processes too fast, slow me down and ask questions.  

Supply List:

-Sketch Book 8.5” x 11”
-Large portfolio with handles and a strap

-Tackle box for your supplies

-Quality Rag Paper (see attached paper list)

-1 pad pf newsprint paper 18” x 24” 
-Mylar Drawing Film (Frosted) 18” x 24”

-Tracing Paper

-2, Cello Sponges 8” 

-Stones Litho Pencils (#1,2,3,4,5) *If available get the Starter Set
-Stones Litho Crayons (#00,0,1,2,3,4,5) 
-Stones or Litho Pencil holder
-Stick Tusche

-Japanese brushes: #6 or #8 or #4

-1 - 2” or 4” multi-head bamboo brush

-Stabillo Black Watercolor pencils

-China Markers

-Graphite pencil set: ranging from 2B - Ebony 

-Paint Brushes (Variety pack)

-Metal Ruler w/ cork backing (at least 18” long)

-Razor Knife & Blades
-2 - Bounty Paper Towel Rolls
-Artist tape ½” thick

-Scissors

-Sharpie Permanent Markers (Bold & Fine Tips)

-Bic Pens, Black (regular) 

-Apron & Old T-shirt

-Industrial Nitrile Disposable Gloves (Best), Vinyl Gloves (Good), Latex Gloves (OK)

-Safety Glasses

Optional:

-Respirator
-Q-Tips

Schedule: (Tentative)

Week 1: Classes Begin
Feb. 5- Introduction & Syllabus. 
Feb. 7- Intro to Pronto Plates.
Week 2:

Feb. 12- Stone Graining Demo, Review Sketches, Work Day.
Feb. 14- Demo on basic drawing process and materials, Work Day.
Week 3:

Feb. 19- Printing Demo for Pronto Plates, Paper & Registration, Work Day.
Feb. 21- Signing your Edition, Work Day.
Week 4:

Mar. 4- Group Critique, Edition#1 Due
Mar. 6- Additions and subtraction Demo, Work Day.
Week 5:

Mar. 11- Chemical processing Demo, all stones will be etched in class.  Drawing must be done.
Mar. 13- Work Day.
Week 6:

Mar. 18- Stone Printing & storing Demo.
Mar. 20- Work Day.
Week 7:

Mar. 25- SPRING BREAK, (Chris will be at the SGC Conference in Virginia)

Mar. 27- SPRING BREAK, (Chris will be at the SGC Conference in Virginia)

Week 8:

Feb. 26- Group Midterm Critique, Edition #2 Due
Feb. 28- Individual Midterm Review
Week 9:

Apr. 1- Transfer Demo, Work Day.
Apr. 3- Liquid Techniques & Reductive Demo, Work Day.
Week 10:

Apr. 8- Work Day.
Apr. 10- Work Day.
Week 11:

Apr. 15- Work Day.
Apr. 17- Group Critique, Edition #3 Due
Week 12:

Apr. 22- Intro to Fuji Photo Plates & Exposure Unit Demo.
Apr. 24- Printing Fuji Plates Demo.
Week 13: 
Apr. 29- Work Day.
May 1- Mat Cutting Demo.
Week 14: 

May 6- Work Day.
May 8- Work Day.
Week 15:

May 13- Final Group Critique, Edition #4 Due
May 15- Final Individual Evaluations
-Final Individual Evaluations will be scheduled during finals week
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