
Base Ten Assessment 
 

Complete the Base 10 Assessment before giving the CGI Word Problem Assessment.  This 
will give you an idea of the number size that you should use in the word problems.  If a 
student demonstrates solid base 10 understanding, use the largest number size (or increase 
the numbers size) when giving word problems.  
 
1. Put 3 rods and 5 singles mixed spatially in your palm. 

a) Ask, “How many counters are there altogether?” (Point with opposite hand and 
indicate the entire collection.) 

b) Put out two more rods the 35 counters already in your palm. Ask, “How many 
counters are there now?” 

 
2. Show a card with 26 on it. 

a) Ask, “What does this say?” 
b) Have the student count out 26 single counters.  
c) Circle the 6 on the card as you ask, “What does this part mean? Can you show me 

with the counters what this means?” 
d) Return the counters to the pile of 26. Circle the 2 as you say, “What does this part 

mean?” Can you show me with the counters what this means?” 
 
For 3rd grade and above: 
 
3. Show the child the following problem on a card. Circle the 1 and ask, “What does this part 
mean? Why is it there?” 
 
Give the child 12 base ten    
rods and 20 singles. Ask,    1 
“Can you solve this problem    57 
using the counters and show me          + 35 
what the 1 means (point to the    92 
1 again). 
 
4. Show the child the following problem and the solution on a card and say, “Sally solved this 
problem (point to problem) like this (point to solution). Continue, “Is Sally’s answer correct?” 
 
                   466 + 258 = ________ 
 
          400 + 200 = 600       60 + 50 =110 6 + 8 = 14 
 
                                600 + 100 = 700      10 + 14 = 24 
     
               Answer = 724 
 
Give the child this problem printed on the top of a blank sheet of paper. Ask, “Can you solve this 
problem using Sally’s strategy?” 
 
                              375 + 479 = ________ 
 

      



466 + 258 = ______ 
 
 400 + 200 = 600 60 + 50 = 110  6 + 8 = 14 
 
   600 + 100 = 700 10 + 14= 24 
 
     Answer = 724 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
     375 + 479 = _____ 
 
 
 
 
     1  

          57 
    + 35 
   92 
 

         26   

          
           
 


