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What is FSCASL?

he Faculty Senate Committee on Assessment (of Student Learning) (FSCASL) of fifteen members
the faculty, academic teaching staff, the Faculty Senate, graduate and undergraduate
nd the Interim Associate Vice Chancellor. The Faculty Senate elects a chair for a
., --— ->rm and the member representing the Vice Chancellor and Provost is the University Co-
ordinator of Assessment.

The duties of the FSCASL include coordinating assessment efforts including (but not limited to) as-
sessment in verbal and quantitative areas; assessment of general education program; assessment of under-
graduate major programs; and assessment of graduate programs, monitoring assessment activity including
publication of program goals in appropriate documents; integration of assessment into program review;
connecting assessment to program improvement, planning including the development opportunities related
to assessment, and determining budget requirements and advocating budgetary support for assessment ac-
tivities.

Currently the FSCASL Chair is Dr. Jennifer Mihalick and the University Coordinator of Assessment
is Dr. Corrine Donley. The members representing faculty are Drs. Isabel Alvarez, Kim De Dee, Gerald Fast,
Dan Gier, Jaya Jambunathan, Richard Kalinoski, Mark Lattery, and Peter Remender. The undergraduate
student representatives are Almed Hashaam and Patience Fonkem and the graduate representatives are Sue
Fellerer and Faryal Sami. Dr. Karen Kapke represents the academic staff and the Interim Assistant Associ-
ate Vice Chancellor, Craig Fiedler attends meetings and advises the Coordinator.




SV

Assessment in General Education Courses
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The University's Assessment Plan includes the following ten goals for student learning in general education:
. effective written and oral communication;
. skills related to critical thinking, problem solving and creativity;
- heightened intellectual, cultural and humane understanding and sensitivity;
. the ability to manipulate symbol systems and use quantitative methods;
. skills associated with the scientific method including rational inquiry,
data collection, analysis, theory formulation and hypothesis testing;
6. an understanding of world history, civilization and political processes;
7. an understanding of economic and social sciences;
8. an understanding of the interdependence of humankind and the natural world;
9. an understanding of the principles of mathematics and the sciences;
10. an understanding of literature, the arts, and systems of human thought.
Last September the committee surveyed the faculty to determine the state of assessment in general education
courses. The survey indicated that material related to each goal is covered in a large number of courses. Many
courses cover more than one of the areas 6-10. Also for each goal, student accomplishment is being assessed in a
number of courses. The subject area goals (6, 7, 9, 10) are assessed most often, while goals 3 and 8 are assessed
least often. Both tests and performance-based assessment tools are used.
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FSCASL Long-Term Goals

he FSCASL has three long-term goals toward which it is working. The first is to be a motivated
commuttee that acts to govern itself by meeting regularly each semester, fully participating in dis-
cussion and planning, maintaining a quorum at all meetings, and working in teams of two to three
persons Lo accomplish the work.

The second goal is to diligently maintain and improve faculty attitudes toward the process of assess-
ing student learning by helping faculty to be aware of the profitability of assessment for students at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Oshkosh through printed and electronic publications, individual assistance to pro-
grams, and workshops.

The third goal is to progress toward compliance with the University Assessment Plan designed in
1995 through monitoring of ongoing assessment plans, dissemination of useful information, facilitating dis-
cussion, advocating for funding, designing and implementing a general education assessment program, and
willingly assisting programs who do not have plans.

The percentage of programs that have designed plans, programs that have made changes as a result
of involvement in assessment, and programs that have analyzed data to make programmatic changes have
all increased. In 1999-2000 the greatest increase was in the percentages of programs that analyzed their data
and made programmatic changes in response to those data.




Tip for Faculty

Include the relevant
Goals for General Education
on your syllabus
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