Art History Capstone Seminar 
Art 484

3 Credits

Pontynen

Course description: 


As a culminating course for the Art History Minor, we will study how art historical scholarship has variously been pursued. In two-week segments particular approaches to, and practitioners of, the study of culture will be researched and discussed. 


A written analysis of each approach will be required. A final evaluative research paper will compare various approaches to art history and the study of culture. The purpose of that paper will be to argue for a particular approach as most appropriate. 

1. Cultural art history


Jacob Burkhardt


The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy



Bernard Berenson

2. Modernist art history: Kantianism, Neo-Kantianism


Heinrich Wolfflin



Principles of Art History


Erwin Panofsky



Perspective as Symbolic Form 

3. Postmodernist art history: Marxist/Socialist


 Arnold Hauser, 

A Social History of Art



Shapiro, Greenberg, Socialist/Marxist

4. Postmodernist art history: Nietzschean


Wilhelm Worringer



Abstraction and Empathy


              

5. Cosmopolitan art history: Philosophia Perennis

Ananda Coomaraswamy



Christian and Oriental Philosophy of Art

6. Critics of contemporary art history


A. Phillip McMahon



Towards an American Philosophy of Art



Frank Jewett Mather, Hans Rookmaker,


Hans Sedlmayr, Josef Pieper, Christopher Dawson
7. Comparative analysis, discussion. Selected readings

