Modern Art

Art 321/521

3 credits

Pontynen

Course Description: This course covers the period from 1789 to 1989. It was during this period that Modernity is introduced, blossoms, and then is challenged by Postmodernism and other alternatives. A historical and critical review of Modern Art proceeding from Neo-Classicism to Romanticism, Symbolism, Expressionism, Cubism, Futurism, Dada, De Stijl, Europe 1920-35, Surrealism, and Abstract Expressionism. 

Pre-requisites: none.

Organization: 75% lecture



25% discussion

Content Outline:

1. Sources of Modernism; why study Modern Art? Relativism, Scientism, Emotivism, Postmodernity 

2. Neo-Classicism: David, Kant, and the worship of secular reason
3. Romanticism: Gericault, Delacroix, Hegel and the Immanent Logos.

4. Realism: Courbet, Marx, and Dialectical Materialism

5. Symbolism: Hegelianism redux
6. Expressionism: Kandinsky and theosophy, Kirchener and Nietzsche; The Blue Rider 
and The Bridge.
7. Cubism: Picasso, Kant, Russell, the the aesthetics of relativism
8. Futurism and Dada: the rise of Nietzschean aesthetic

9.De Stijl and Bauhaus: Mondrian and theosophy; Gropius and Nietzsche

10. Europe between the wars

11. Surrealism: the subjectification of relativism; Breton, Freud

12. Abstract Expressionism

Course Objectives: Since fine art attempts to explain the world and life, this course will center on three activities: learning the facts of belief associated with works of art, evaluating the merits of those beliefs, and determining whether those beliefs are worth living by.  In sum, this course centers on the practical pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty.

The focus of exams will correspond to this approach.  You will be expected to know what beliefs are associated with particular traditions and people.  In addition, knowledge of the evidence supporting (and disputing) those beliefs will also be expected. Finally, it will be expected that you be able to consider the consequences of living by those beliefs, and to discuss which beliefs are more likely to be true. 

Members of the class will form advocacy groups representing major cultural traditions. Those groups will debate each other concerning a given debate topic.  In this class those groups will be: In this class those groups will be: Kantian, Victorian, Nietzschean, Marxist.

Grading Procedure: There will be two exams (@ 25 points each), a ten page research paper (worth 20 points), and a comprehensive final (worth 25 points).  Debate winners who participate will receive 5 points. Any extra credit will be included in the curve.

Exams will be taken anonymously. All exam grades will be based on a curve. After all exams we will discuss which answers are reasonably acceptable, historically accurate, or both.  Should such agreement elude us, then following traditional American political and judicial practice any   and all may argue for the validity of an answer.  A majority vote will decide the issue.  

A word of caution: the deadline for the submission and completion of the paper is the last class day before spring break.  Papers late up to one week will be penalized 10 points and loose the privilege of rewriting them for a higher grade. 

Attendance is voluntary.

Suggested texts: Sam Hunter, Modern Art

                 Arthur Pontynen, For the Love of Beauty  

