Lesson 3:  Newspapers 

For much of the history of newspapers, editors have understood that their papers serve a dual purpose.  First and foremost they exist to provide citizens with the news of the day.  At the same time, newspapers also became an official memory for what happened at a given time, hence the term “newspaper of record.”  Because the editors and writers are conscious of their historical purpose, newspapers at times are considered a secondary, not primary source.  Still, other scholars disagree. Regardless, newspapers provide excellent details as to how Neenah celebrated Independence Days over the years.  For this lesson students have access to twelve newspaper articles drawn from various years over the history of Neenah that report on the city’s celebrations.  The years were chosen based on important moments in local, national or world history.  

Over the years several common themes can be found that were of lasting importance to the city: whether or not the Menasha community was invited, and how free of problems, drunkenness and noise the activities were. 

There are three suggested activities for the newspapers lesson:

1) Discussion and Vocabulary – classroom discussion

2) Cross-off - worksheet

3) Write a Newspaper Article -- writing

Activity 1: Discussion and Vocabulary

For each article the entire image of the original article is provided.  An excerpt of each article is transcribed on the right preserving original spelling and punctuation.  Teachers are encouraged to lead students in reading these excerpts.  Each article’s extracted text is reprinted below with a brief abstract, possible discussion points, difficult vocabulary, and its suggested readability level (one to three, with one being the easiest). For text with a level of three, teacher guidance is suggested.

Article 1 

Date: July 3, 1856 The Conservator 

Headline: Fourth of July Celebration

Abstract

This is the first newspaper covering a local 4th of July celebration that is available. The newspaper is from Menasha but the article seems to imply that Neenah did not have a celebration for itself that year.  The article documents how a typical mid-19th century celebration stressed the philosophical/ceremonial importance of Independence Day (complete with readings and orations) above leisure activities.   The article also tells us that Doty Island (wooded and largely undeveloped in 1856) served the people of Neenah and Menasha as a park-like property (there being no city parks at the time in either city???).  
Discussion items

1st newspaper we have

Menasha hosted and invited Neenah to come

The mood of the celebration was very serious; citizens listened to a reading of the Declaration of Independence and listened to an oration

Extracted Text 

At Sunrise a national salute of thirty-on (sic) guns. 

At 10 o’ clock, a procession will be formed near the Liberty Pole, and proceed … to the grove on Doty’s Island where the Declaration will be read by B.S. Heath, and an Oration pronounced by Geo. B. Goodwin Esq. accompanied with appropriate ceremonies.

After the exercises of the day, Dinner will be served in the grove where there will be opportunities to those who take a part in the celebration, to obtain refreshments and interchange sentiments.

In the evening there will be a grand display of fire works.

Vocabulary

Procession 

Grove 

Oration 

Pronounced 

Interchange sentiments
Sic  

Readability: * *

Article 2:

Date: July 11, 1865 Island City Times  

Headline:  None

Abstract

This article was chosen because it describes the same Independence Day as Ella Wheeler described in two letters in Lesson 1. While Ella makes much of the rain that day, the newspaper failed to mention the rain at all. However, the appearance of the Odds and Ends (Rip Raps) performance group was noted by both.  The article also mentions the Turner band which is indicative of the strong German traditions in Neenah. The Turnverein were German gymnastic and social clubs that were found across Wisconsin by the 1860s.  Much like other fraternal orders, these men occasionally sponsored bands among their members. The news on the fireworks accident tells us such problems are not new. 
Discussion Items

Odds and Ends turned up in costume


This is assumed to be a sort of  performance group

Music by Turners (Turnverein)

Accident shows fireworks are dangerous

Extracted Text

--On Saturday afternoon the Odds and Ends or Rip Raps of Neenah and Menasha turned out in full costume, to the delight of the … people.  In the evening the display of Fireworks came off…the display was a very creditable one, and with the music from Turners’ band and the choir, the evening passed off very pleasantly.

ACCIDENT—A rocket fired off on Saturday night went downward instead of up, struck in the lap of Mrs. Beatty, who held her infant, and it was shockingly burned by the powder.  Its little feet were burned in a terrible manner, and it is thought the child cannot live.

Vocabulary

Odds and Ends/Rip Raps
Creditable  

Turners  

Readability: * *

Article 3:

Date: July 11, 1865 Island City Times  

Headline: Soldiers Dinner

Abstract

This article was chosen because it describes the same soldiers’ dinner described by Ella Wheeler in a letter featured in Lesson 1. The article flushes out details Wheeler did not include and documents the patriotic support citizens provided soldiers and veterans of the Civil War at the time there were no other holidays like Memorial Day or Veterans Day to do this.  The article also documents, again, the use of Doty Island as a park-like setting for 4th of July dinners.  

Discussion Items

Neenah citizens invited Union veterans/soldiers  to a dinner

The women served a meal and the food is explained in detail and 90 to 100 soldiers came

Celebrating soldiers on the Fourth of July 
Doty Island as a picnic spot (see Photograph 8 in lesson 2)

Extracted Text

Saturday was a gala day in the Island City.  The ladies of Neenah had extended an invitation to the soldiers of that and surrounding towns to parade of a dinner on that day; and at 1 o’clock some ninety or a hundred returned soldiers assembled at Smiths’ store, and under command of Capt. J.N. STONE, marched with music to the grounds selected for the dinner, just across the bridge on Doty’s Island… tables, bountifully supplied with meats, sweet meats, cakes, pies and good things too numerous to mention, enough to feed a regiment, besides being decorated with a profusion of beautiful boquets (sic).  All agreed it was the nicest affair of the kind ever got up in this place.

Vocabulary

Gala 

Bountifully 

Regiment 

Profusion 

Sweet Meats

Readability: * * *

Article 4:

Date: July 10, 1866 Island City Times

Headline: The Fourth of July

Abstract
This article was chosen because it describes the same Independence Day as Ella Wheeler briefly described in her third letter in Lesson 1.  The article confirms the meeting of Sunday school children and states that this helped eliminate public drunkenness and mischief which was evidently a problem in the past.  Thus the article helps document that while there was certainly much seriousness to 19th century independence days, they still had some rowdiness to them. The article also documents, again, the use of Doty Island as a park-like setting for 4th of July dinners.  
Discussion Items

Sunday school children came

No drunkenness was considered a “new feature”

Balls at different halls, fireworks in villages

Picnic dinner on Doty Island

Extracted Text


Was duly celebrated in a very modest and becoming manner by the people of Neenah and Menasha.  Owing to the moral effect of a grand gathering of the Sunday School children from all parts of the country…there was not a sign of drunkenness or rowdyism visible, which is an entirely new feature in our holidays and should be prominently chalked on the wall. 


The day was happily a fair one and the people turned out en masse, the current leading to to Doty’s Island, to enjoy a basket picnic and hear Gen. Fallow’s address. Vinland and Clayton, as usual, sent in very creditable delegations, with two bands of music, and banners and devices of a religious character….


The Turners from Menasha, also had a characteristic exhibition and a good time on the Island.  In the evening, Balls at the different Halls and fireworks in the villages wound up the ‘festivities’ of the occasion.  

Vocabulary

Modest

Rowdyism 

Fair

Creditable delegations

En masse

Turners:  The Turnverein or “Turners” was a German organization which stressed physical and social improvement through gymnastics and athletics.  The Turners were also important in patriotic functions.  Other activities in the Turner Society included playing cards, playing music, and sharpshooting.  

Exhibition

Ball

Readability: * * *

Article 5:

Date: July 1876 Neenah City Times
Headline: 4th of July in Neenah

Abstract
The centennial of American Independence was celebrated in many cities over three days (July 3-5) although Neenah’s celebration seems to have been confined to just the day itself.  The entire celebration, in fact seems to have been run mainly by the Schuetzen Verein (shooting club), indicating just how strong the German community was in Neenah at the time.  The article is particularly helpful as it lists just what, in its opinion, “usual fun” included.  Students may find several things in this article that are not part of modern celebrations.   
Discussion Items

1876, people celebrated the country’s centennial

Catching greased pigs and rooster striking (fighting) were popular 4th of July activities 

Extracted Text
The day was a fine one, and was ushered in by the grandest old medley of whistles, bells, cannon, and all sorts of fire-arms. At sunrise our entire population was up and ready to celebrate as sleep was entirely out of the question …Then followed the usual fun of a Fourth of July celebration, such as climbing a greased pole, catching a greased pig, rooster striking, until night, when all repaired to the Hall, where was a splendid display of Fire works, from the balcony followed by a dance in the Hall…
Vocabulary 

Ushered

Medley

Readability: * *

Article 6:

Date: July 5, 1919 Neenah Daily News-Times
Headline: Neenah Celebrates Without Booze And The Giant Cracker

Abstract
This is thought to be the first Fourth of July in Neenah history when alcohol was banned. While the 18th Amendment banning the sale of alcohol was ratified January 16, 1919, prohibition did not go into effect until the next year.  Still, it can be assumed that Neenah’s ban on alcohol was consistent with the intentions of the new national law. At the time, a hostile attitude toward alcohol was popular among progressives and conservatives alike.  It is no surprise that the Daily News Times would support Prohibition’s effect on the 4th of July celebration. Among the articles gathered for this project, this is the first real evidence of official, municipal control over the celebrations.  This can easily be seen as a nationwide trend that as municipal governments got larger and communities became more prosperous, public agencies would become increasingly more involved in July 4th activities. 
Discussion Items

Neenah wanted to make Fourth of July celebrations safe and family oriented, so along with alcohol officials also banned large firecrackers from the event and thus this made the day quieter and safer for all.


Today Neenah still celebrates an alcohol-free Fourth of July.
Extracted Text

Independence Day, 1919, was different from the old time Fourth of Julys in two striking respects.  Booze and the giant firecracker were conspicuous by their absnce (sic)….One result of the abolition of the giant firecracker and blank revolvers was to be noticed in the practically total absence of serious accidents. 

...Drunkenness was nil. Moreover, the people appeared to enjoy themselves to as great, if not greater extent, than ever before with sanity and abstinance (sic) replacing bedlam and inebriation.

Vocabulary

Booze

Abolition 

Conspicuous

Refined

Bedlam

Readability: * * *

Article 7:

Date:  July 5, 1919 Neenah Daily News-Times 

Headline: Fine Showing Made by Street Parade

Abstract
This article was from the same paper as article 6. It describes the 4th of July parade of 1919 including good descriptions of the groups who marched. In many ways these are the same sorts of groups who march today:  trade unions, fraternal organizations, and local merchants. The 1920s and 1930s constituted a real highpoint in the popularity of fraternal organizations. As work hours were lessoned and standardized, leisure time increased allowing such groups to flourish.  For more information on fraternal organizations see History of Neenah (1958) compiled by S.F. Shattuck pp. 13-14, 67. The article goes on to describe other activities: rope climbing, athletic events, dancing in afternoon, and a picnic. Many of these were mainstays of 4th of July celebrations for years, a few still exist today.

Discussion Items
Men’s clubs were popular at the time and took part in the parade; some groups are still around today (Eagles)

Fire truck in parade, much like today

Athletic contests were part of the day

Extracted Text

The parade was headed by the Military band.  Next in line came the Menasha Eagles, attired in white suits... The sister city “birds” were followed by several trades’ unions.  Next came the Danish brotherhood, Yeomen and then the Neenah Eagles with their famous fife and drum corps which made things lively during the entire march.  Gaily decked with flags and bunting, the fire department, riding on the truck and steaming engine, presented a pretty and impressive sight.  The city ambulance was also driven in the parade.  Following came the floats of local merchants in the order given:  H. L. Sorensen, E.E. Jandrey Co.; Anspach’s Department Store and Wm. Krueger Co.

Contests Interesting

Amusement during the afternoon at Riverside park was furnished by several interesting races, contests, etc.  A rope climbing contest, short dashes and swimming events all contributed to the enjoyment of the hundreds of people….  

Dancing took place throughout the afternoon, continuous music being furnished by the orchestras.  

Vocabulary

Attired

Fife

Decked

Bunting

Continuous

Readability: * * *

Article 8:

Date:  July 6, 1931 Neenah Daily News-Times  

Headline: Neenah Spends Quiet Fourth
Abstract

The beginning of the Great Depression is most often marked by the stock market crash of October 1929, although the global economy was suffering long before that. By 1931, the Depression had firmly taken hold of Neenah and it is assumed that Neenah’s “quiet fourth” was one casualty of the hard times.  That said, this article claims that “hundreds” of Neenah citizens had the resources to visit their cabins or local golf courses.  This is seemingly contradictory and suggests that the newspaper itself was interested more with the lives of well-to-do Neenah citizens.  The fact that the News Times failed to suggest that its was economics that forced this quiet fourth (a very likely scenario) suggests the newspaper may not have been a pro-labor paper. 
Discussion Items

During the Depression there was not a lot of money to spend on parades, etc..  

Other cities hosted events; people left Neenah to attend

People also traveled to cottages (like today), what sorts of people might have owned cottages during the depression?
Extracted Text

Neenah spent the most quiet Fourth of July in the recollection of any of its inhabitants, at least the most quiet in many years.  Nothing eventful occurred here over the weekend. So far as could be learned, there was not an accident in the city, either from fire works burns or explosions or from auto accidents.  The police department did not make an arrest or receive a call from Friday night until this morning….


Celebrations in nearby cities attracted hundreds of Neenah people especially those at Appleton, and Winneconne and other hundreds left Friday or Saturday morning for a weekend in the north woods, at Lake cottages or on motor trips.  The ideal weather drew many more to golf courses and country clubs.  This city gave the appearance of a deserted village over the two days. 

Vocabulary

Deserted

Readability: * *

Article 9:

Date: July 5, 1938 Neenah Daily News-Times
Headline: Neenah has Safe and Sane July Fourth

Abstract
By the summer of 1938, Wisconsin and the nation were just pulling out of a one year recession that stalled an anemic economic recovery.  Despite this, it is clear that the situation in Neenah in 1938 was much different than that in 1931.  As this article explains, there was a sizeable Independence Day celebration.  Note, however, that it was private groups and merchants (the American Legion and the Boating Club), not the city government (or the manufacturers) that sponsored the activities, indicating that citizens were not able to rely on their government to provide such activities.  Note that the free tickets for treats given to children may also have been a result of the poor economic times. 
Discussion Items

People went picnicking at Riverside Park
There were contests for children—400 participated

Children received tickets for free items, possibly due to the poor economic times.
Extracted Text

There was continuous entertainment for the picnickers, including concerts by the high school band, the outboard races, contests for children in which 400 participated, and bingo in the park pavilion.  Many families made in a whole day’s outing, spreading picnic lunches at noon and evening….


Tickets were distributed to hundreds of children for free pop, candy and ice cream. Prizes in the children’s games were donated by local merchants…

Vocabulary

Outboard

Readability: * 

Article 10:

Date: July 6, 1948 Neenah Daily News-Times
Headline: City Celebration Attracts Large Crowd at Park

Abstract

This article documents the first major Independence Day celebration after World War II and is very indicative of the postwar boom and optimism of the times.  While turnouts reported previously (see 1938) were thought to be much larger than 2,000, one can read a new level of enthusiasm regarding the day in which Neenah sought to recover the grandeur of an “old fashioned” Fourth of July, perhaps attempting to reclaim a time before war and economic depression.  This article was also selected for it appears to be the reintroduction (for good) of the doll/children’s parade, which is still part of Neenah’s celebrations today.  Note that by 1948 it was the city government (parks department) that was sponsoring some of the activities.  

Discussion Items

People wanted an “old fashioned” Fourth of July, what does this mean in 1948?
There were boat races and fireworks

Doll/children’s parade begins again, still going today.

Extracted Text


A real old-fashioned Fourth of July celebration, complete with open air acts and a band parade climaxed by boat races in the afternoon and fireworks at night, with plenty of hot dogs  and lots of sunburned back, was attended by about 2,000 persons Monday afternoon and evening at Riverside park….


Shortly after the start of the races, about 50 children entered a parade, sponsored by the recreation department, at the north end of the park.  Bicycle, tricycle, doll buggies and coaster wagons, decorated with bunting and signs, competed for prizes in each class.  Following the parade, novelty races and games kept the youngsters occupied until about 3:30 o’clock, when free tickets and prizes were distributed.

Vocabulary

Open air acts

Bunting

Novelty

Readability: * *

Article 11:

Date: July 6, 1954 Twin City News Record

Headline:  Huge Crowd Throngs Shore to See Beautiful Venetian Show

Abstract

This article was chosen as it documents the city’s First Venetian Boat Parade, a long time fixture of more “modern” Neenah Independence Day celebrations.  This article, however, is quite extensive.  Teachers may choose to discuss only the first page or may continue onto page two. There are two photographs of the Boat parade in the photograph lesson.  The boat parade can be viewed as a direct result of the post war prosperity experienced in Neenah and around the country.  While boating activities had been part of Neenah’s celebrations in the past, the emphasis was on small fast boats.  The Venetian Parade emphasized grander and fancier boats and their accompanying displays.  Venetian parades have been held in communities across the country since at least 1904.  The lights on the boats are supposed to represent candles on a Venetian gondola.
Discussion Items

Page 1

This was the First Venetian Boat Parade held in Neenah to celebrate the Fourth of July.  

Over 25,000 people came to watch while others watched from nearby homes.  

About 800-1,000 people participated in the boat parade on 60 boats.  

The mention of out-of-state license plates shows that automobiles were quite popular and that this parade was a very important event.  Cars were parked several blocks away.

The parade started at 8:30 after the “Star Spangled Banner” was sung (compare this to 1849 when “America” was sung as described by Mary Hamilton in the first person narrative section). 
Page 2

Because people had been waiting for so long (since 6:00), officials started the parade at 8:30.

The weather was cool so people wore sweaters and brought blankets.

The high school band held a concert before the parade began.

A large flag was placed behind the boats as a backdrop for the parade.

Firemen created a waterfall using water hoses.  

The queen, crowned by red/white/blue flowers, and her court rode Police Chief Irving Stilp’s boat.  A silver bowl with the queen’s name on it served as her “trophy” while the members of the court received smaller bowls. 

Extracted Text 

Page 1

The Twin Cities first Venetian night parade, climaxing Neenah's Independence Day celebration, was witnessed by an estimated 25,000 persons. A mass of humanity crowded the shores of Riverside park where the gaily lighted boats passed in review. Additional thousands viewed the parades from boats, from Doty park, the Oak t. bridge and from homes in the vicinity. Autos, many of them with out-of-state license plates were parked as far away as Laudan blvd. and Cecil st.

Another estimated 800 to 1,000 persons were aboard boats or yachts that took part in the parade.

Page 2

The night was fairly cool and spectators brought along blankets, wore sweaters and other warm clothing to keep themselves comfortable. 

Huge Flag Provides Background

A huge illuminated flag on the Whiting Memorial Boat house formed the patriotic background for the aquatic spectacle. The boat house was trimmed with colored lights. Neenah firemen, using four water hoses, created an artificial waterfall in the front of the boathouse. Lines of colored water played among the waterfall.

Chief of Police Irving H. Stilp who was in charge of parade arrangements, crowned the Venetian queen at 7 p.m in Whiting boat house. She was given a crown of red, white and blue flowers with the compliments of a local greenhouse. The queen was given a silver bowl with her name inscribed, and members of her court were given smaller bowls.
Vocabulary

Page 1

Throngs

Witnessed

Mass

Craft

Page 2

Spectators

Course

Flare

Trimmed

Inscribed

Court

Readability: * * *

Article 12:

Date: July 3, 1976 Twin City News Record 

Headline: A Special 4th, Capped by Fireworks ‘surprises’
Abstract

July 4th, 1976 was just one day (but certainly the biggest) in over a year of activities that celebrated American history.  Neenah’s celebration was more than likely bigger than others that came before but still representative of the types of activities that took place and are still part of “modern” Independence Day activities.  
Discussion Items

Neenah had a family picnic with children’s games, egg throwing, and three-legged races

This was a weekly paper

Extracted Text

Festivities will begin at 10 a.m. both days and include pony and kiddie races, a dunking tank, children’s games and contests for adults ranging from egg throwing to three-legged races….


A volleyball game between local disc jockeys and Jaycees is planned for Saturday afternoon and there will be a water ski show at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.  The show will feature the Fox Skimmers of Omro in 20 different acts.


At 8 p.m. Sunday there will be a bicentennial concert put on by the Community Band and at 9 p.m. the fireworks will begin. 

According to Bill Miller, Neenah Park director, this year’s fireworks display will be bigger, better and more colorful than before and include 177 aerial rockets, plus boomers, ground displays and some “new material” especially for the bicentennial. 

Vocabulary

Disc jockey
Readability: * 

Activity 2: Cross-off
Consult the cross-off worksheet (newspaperworksheet.doc).  Students are asked to review the list of activities (drawn from newspapers 1856-1976) and cross off the ones that are no longer part of Neenah’s celebration today and to circle those activities that are still apart of it. 
Activity 3: Write a Newspaper Article  

Students will write a newspaper article about a Fourth of July that they have celebrated recently.  The teacher should explain that reporters do not write in the first person.  Also, reporters make sure to include specific details.  The teacher can explain that students need to include who, what, when, where, why, and how for the event.  In addition, students must title their newspaper and give it a date.  They can either choose the name of a newspaper they know or make up a name.  The date must be near the Fourth of July of the current year.  Students will need to put a headline and a byline for the article as well.

Enrichment

Timeline

Put the newspaper articles in chronological order on a timeline

Newspaper Articles

Have students bring in newspaper articles on the same topic.  They can compare how different newspapers (e.g. News Record, The Post-Crescent, USA Today, Green Bay Gazette, Oshkosh Northwestern) describe an event.

Students can follow a given topic in one newspaper to monitor daily changes on the topic.

Create a Newspaper 

Students can look at the components of a newspaper and include articles, advertisements, and photographs for their edition.

Writing Ideas

Write a paragraph answering the following question:

Would you like to go back in time to celebrate the Fourth of July?  Why or why not?

After looking at all the Fourth of July events and activities from the past and present, create your ideal Fourth of July celebration for Neenah.  What types of games, races, parades, food, etc. would you have?

