Lesson 2:  Photographs

Photographs provide great insight into how people lived.  Oftentimes, photographs tell stories the photographer never intended, as the people and objects in the background can more historically interesting than the intended subject.  Included in this lesson are ten Neenah area photographs of Independence Day or general summertime activities. Together these photographs give us an idea as to how people celebrated the Fourth of July in different time periods and allow for easy comparisons to how we celebrate today.    
There are three suggested activities for the photograph lesson:

1) Discussion and Eye Spy – classroom discussion
2) Compare and Contrast - worksheet

3) Modern Photograph -- writing
Activity 1:  Discussion and “Eye Spy”
For each photograph, several “eye spy” items are listed. These are the most important items to notice in order to fully interpret the photograph.   Also included are points for discussion, concepts and questions that will help a class understand the stories the photographs are telling. 

Students may work on their own or in groups to find the items, however teachers are encouraged to lead students because some are hard to find.   Students may investigate all of the photos or selections designated by the teacher.  Once the students find the items, the teacher can either ask questions from the points for discussion or volunteer information about the significance of the items.   Several photos have common themes and therefore several points for discussion are repeated. The overlapping themes and discussion will help students compare the photos.  
Photo 1:  Hartig and Manz Columbian Float, 1893 

Description

Float sponsored by the Hartig and Manz Brewery (Watertown, Wis.) in the 4th of July Parade in 1893.  This was labeled as a “Columbian Float” in recognition of the 300 year anniversary of Columbus’ coming to the Americas.  This year also saw the Chicago World’s Fair, also known as the Columbian Exposition.   

 “Eye” Spy items

Dirt streets

Horse drawn float

4th of July Decorations on Float.  

Men wearing wool suits with hats 

Telephone/Telegraph/Electricity poles 

Corner of Church and Wisconsin

Building behind and to the right is still there, (145 W. Wisconsin, as of 2005 housed Zacateca’s) 

Points for Discussion

Why were the streets made of dirt? 

Pavement was expensive; horses needed soft ground
What type of float is this?
 A business float, specifically from a Watertown Brewery.  Beer was important in Neenah due to the many Germans living there. 
How did the float move? 

What do the decorations on the sides of the float mean?

What did the men wear?  
What were the poles for?

Telegraphs came to Neenah by 1852, telephones by 1877 and 

electricity came to Neenah by 1885
Why is it called Columbian float? 
What do floats look like today? 
How are they pulled? 

What/who is on them and what do they wear?

What do you wear to a parade? 
What do adults wear?

Photo 2:  1899 Parade

Description

It is not known if this Neenah parade was for the 4th of July, however it stands to represent what an Independence Parade might have looked like.  This photograph gives us a look not only at the parade members themselves but a view of a few spectators. Most importantly it shows us the formal style dress children and adults wore to such events.  In many ways this is one of the few difference one can find to modern parades as the make-up of the parade (bands and soldiers) is very similar to today.   The road appears paved and faint lines running up the center of the road could be streetcar tracks.  The two adults on bicycles may have been in the parade, but regardless, it supports the fact that bikes were very common in 1899.  The men with guns may have been soldiers, this being the time of the Spanish American War.  The Wisconsin Army was fully absorbed into the U.S. Army by this time.  The men could also easily be members of a local shooting club (see photograph 3).

“Eye” Spy items

Marching Band

Men marching with guns

Possibly a paved road streetcar tracks

Telephone/telegraph/electricity pole

Boy marching in parade (next to musician)

Women/men on bikes

Boys and girls with hats

Points for Discussion

Who marched in the parade? 
Do you recognize any of the instruments in the band? 

What were the soldiers carrying when they marched? 
What were the children who watched the parade wearing? 
What do bicycles in this picture tell us?
Not only were bikes invented (many historians suggest the birth of the modern bike to be 1861) but that both grown men and women rode them.
Do you see soldiers in parades today?

Do you see bands in parades today?

Do bands look different today?

Have you ever been in a Parade?

What do you wear to a parade?  What do adults wear?
Photo 3:  German Schuetzen Verein on Parade, 1910

Description

The Schuetzen Verein translates from the German simply as “shooters club” and was just that, a shooting club for German-Americans.  The club operated a hall/clubhouse on the lake (Schuetzen Hall) where shooting outings took place as well as political rallies and dances. The marchers in the photograph are on present day Commercial Street, almost at the corner of Wisconsin; note the intact city hall in the background.  While these men appear to be soldiers, they are most likely just the members of the club in formal attire with their own weapons.   Like photograph 2, this image gives us a sense of what spectators wore to 4th of July parades.

“Eye” Spy items

Name of the building in the background
Building decorations 

Paved street—no tracks for streetcars

Automobile 

Children

Women 

Horse and carriage 

Points for Discussion

Who is marching in the parade? 
Why was there a German organization in 1910?

Germans made up a large percentage of the immigrant population in Neenah. Immigrants in America often socialized together due to their common language and customs.

How is City Hall decorated? 

Is City Hall still intact now? 
Only the tower has survived.

Why do you think they tore down city hall? Why did they save just the tower?


What does having both a car and horse in the picture tell us?  

Automobiles had been invented by 1910, but many people still  used horses for transportation

What are the women watching the parade wearing? 

What are the children walking in the background wearing? 

What is the road like?  

What do you wear to a parade?  What do adults wear?

Photo 4: parade circa 1956
Description

A parade with an unknown marching band, appearing to be on East Wisconsin Ave.  The photo documents how similar parades look today although it is no longer frequent to find grown adults in bands as much as high school students.  The photo also shows cars parked on the street and following the band, possibly as part of the parade.     

“Eye” Spy items

Several cars are parked

Band wearing uniforms

Points for Discussion

Circa: means around that time; used for giving an approximate date

Who is marching in the parade? 
What type of transportation is becoming popular? 

Do you see bands in parades today?

Do bands look different today?

Photo 5:  Lighted boat parade, circa 1954

Description
Police boat entry with “royal court” in the Venetian boat parade around 1954 with fireworks overhead. 1954 was the first year of the Venetian boat parade in Neenah and this photograph could be from that year or the next.  As of 2004, the boat parade was still a feature of the Neenah celebrations. The boat parade signals a time in Neenah and the United States when individuals had more money and leisure time for activities such as boating.  In the earliest years the parade featured a queen and court who would ride aboard the police boat.  The photograph also documents the use of fireworks as part of the celebrations. 
“Eye” Spy items
The queen of the parade
A second lighted boat in the back of the photo
Spotlights on deck (police boat equipment)
Fireworks

Points for Discussion:

What are the people on the boat wearing? (Women wear fancy dresses and the boys wear sailor clothes)

How are people celebrating the Fourth of July?  (Fireworks, Lights decorate the boats)

How do you celebrate the Fourth of July?

Do we still have boat parades in Neenah? 

Photo 6:  Venetian Boat parade, 1956
Description

Decorated boat entry in the Venetian Boat parade of 1956 with Riverside Park in background.  The cake decoration indicates the celebration of the 180th anniversary of the American Revolution.  The number (58) on the boat is believed to be its entry number, not the year.  It is not known if this boat also lit up for a nighttime display or if in 1956 the parade was daytime only.

 “Eye” Spy items

180th birthday cake

Riverside Park

People on shore

Several boats in background

Points for Discussion

“Who” was 180 years old in 1956?
Why were there so many boats? 

By 1956 more people had money and free time to enjoy boating.

What did people do to the boats to celebrate the 4th of July? 

Photo 7:  Swimming, circa 1880s

Description
Adults and children swimming in Lake Winnebago or Little Lake Butte des Morts. The photograph is difficult to date as bathing suits changed so little over several decades in the 19th century.  Regardless, the photograph documents that people did indeed swim in the lakes in mixed gender settings and wore very modest swimming costumes. 
 “Eye” Spy items

Bathing/Swimming suits

Points for Discussion

Who is swimming? (men, women, children)

What are the people wearing? Why do they have so much on?
Why do you think they are swimming in the lake? 

Do you go swimming in the summer? Where do you usually swim? 
Photo 8:  Picnic

Description
Men and women enjoying a picnic on Doty Island.  For many years eastern Doty Island was undeveloped despite growth in both Neenah and Menasha.  Several resorts including “Robert’s Resort” could be found on the Island providing recreation in many forms.  Picnicking and even camping was not unusual in the mid to late 19th century on the island. This photograph provides an example of what a 4th of July picnic might have looked like before 1900.  It documents both the clothing people wore to such events but also what material goods and foods they might have brought.
 “Eye” Spy items

Fancy clothing


Water glasses (not plastic or disposable)

Picnic basket 

No picnic tables

Points for Discussion
What are the people wearing? 
What do you wear to a picnic?

How did the people store their food?

The food is all brought in a basket rather than in coolers.

Where do you go for picnics in Neenah?

What foods do you think they were eating? Did they eat potato chips, soda, etc.?

The food was probably mostly all homemade and cold, there being no portable grills. 

What food do you eat today at picnics or cookouts?
Today people more frequently host cookouts at home and are less likely to take their food to picnics.  The people in the photograph may have been trying to get away from the house as they have fewer opportunities to travel or leave the home. 

Why did people use real teacups and glasses?
Styrofoam invented in 1954, paper was not used for plates until 1940s or 1950s, and plastic became popular in 1950s
Why do you think the people in the pictures are sitting on the ground? 
These people are probably not in any developed park, but even parks in the 19th century rarely provided many picnic tables.   It was common for people to bring their own tables and chairs out for picnics.
Photo 9:  Resort Activities
Description
Men and women at a resort, assumed to be in or near Neenah.  As Doty Island was home to several resorts it is quite possible that this photograph was taken there.  Regardless, the photograph documents several typical summer resort activities: board games, bicycling, lounging (hammock), even trumpeting!  The photograph again documents the type of dress people wore in a resort setting. 

“Eye” Spy items
Board game

Bicycles

Hammock

Trumpet

Chair 

 Points for Discussion
What types of people stayed at resorts like this?

What sorts of things do you think people did there?

What game do you think the people are playing?

What happened to the resorts of Neenah?

Robert’s Resort was probably the last of the resorts to go at the far south-eastern tip.  A good percentage of this property still belongs to a single homeowner. 

Do you go away for the 4th of July today?  Where?  

Photo 10:  Game

Description
Photograph of man playing horseshoes, assumed to be in the Neenah area.  

“Eye” Spy items

Man is holding object in his hand

The man is dressed up (long pants/nice shoes)

Points for Discussion
What game do you think he is playing? 
Why was pitching horseshoes popular? 
Many people owned horses, so horseshoes were easy and cheap to come by. 

What games do you play on 4th of July?

Activity 2: Compare and Contrast

Students will compare the historical photos to modern day celebrations using worksheet (photoworksheet.doc).  Students will record the differences by attempting to suggest what modern traditions might have replaced aspects of the Fourth of July celebrations in history.  For example horse drawn floats have been replaced by car towed floats.  Swimming in the lake may have largely been replaced with swimming in pools. There is space at the bottom for customs that haven’t changed at all (i.e. fireworks).  
Activity 3: Modern Photograph
Have students bring in a photo of themselves at a 4th of July or a different summer event.  Write several sentences about what they are doing so that someone 100 years from now will understand what is going on in the photograph. 
Questions to answer include:  Where did they go?  What did they do?  Who/What did they see?  What did they eat? What did they wear?
Enrichment Activities
Write a Story

Invite students to bring in several photos from a 4th of July celebration or  summer event, photocopy them, and have them create a book and storyline about the event.

Futuristic Photo

Have students bring in a photo of themselves doing an activity and ask them to imagine how the activities in photo could change in 50 years.  They could draw or write about what would be different in 50 years.  Make sure to emphasize that differences could include the following:  changes in people’s appearance, businesses, and technology.

Timeline

Put the photographs on website in chronological order on a timeline.

