PROFESSIONAL MAJOR ADMISSION/PROGRESSION POLICY  

This policy will apply to students admitted as freshmen Fall 2005 or anyone entering the clinical major Spring 2007 or later. 

PROFESSIONAL MAJOR ADMISSION POLICY

Admission into the professional component of the program is selective, based on University, College, and Agency resources, and College of Nursing admission criteria. 
**Please note that admission to UW Oshkosh as a Nursing Major does not guarantee acceptance into the professional component of the nursing curriculum. 

Based on space availability, educational facilities, resources of the College of 

Nursing and clinical learning opportunities, it is possible that some qualified students may not be admitted. [If the admission class is not filled in any given semester, the Academic Standing Committee will provide notice via the CON website of a second admission cycle.] 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Question:  How difficult is it to get into the College of Nursing?

Answer:  Pre-Nursing is one of the most competitive majors on campus. You’ll want to stay on top of your academics from the first day!
Question:  What goes into the College of Nursing application?

Answer:  The College of Nursing’s required criteria are:

• Admission to the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh 

• Sophomore standing (30 credits completed) 

• Minimum of 2.75 GPA on the completed pre-nursing requirements (see courses listed below) 

• All of the required courses and a total of 45 credits must be completed with a minimum "C" grade by the end of the semester in which you are applying. (CD or C- are not acceptable grades.) 

• Interview 

• Standardized nursing entrance test (NET test: cost assumed by student) 

• Written statement demonstrating values appropriate for professional nursing (see form for statement) 

The College of Nursing’s preferred criteria are:

• Certified Nursing Assistant experience or other relevant health care experience 

• Activities reflecting a service orientation 

• Experience with diverse populations (diverse populations may include varying age groups, developmentally disabled, ethnic groups, individuals with special needs) 

Question:  What goes into my Nursing GPA?

Answer:  

· WBIS (Writing-Based Inquiry Seminar) 188/TBIS 188 or College English 101.

· Psychology 101 (Introduction to Psychology).

· Nursing 200 (Growth & Development).

· Biology 105 (Introduction to Biology).

· Biology 211 (Anatomy).

· Biology 212 (Physiology).

· Biology 233 (Microbiology).

· Chemistry 101 (Introduction to Biochemistry).

· Chemistry 102 (Advanced Biochemistry).

· Two General Education Courses of student’s choice (6 credits).
Question:  What happens if I don’t pass a course?

Answer:  The College of Nursing allows 2 repeats in any of the Pre-Nursing coursework.  The repeats must be on 2 separate courses, unless the student applies for an appeal.   

Question:  When can I apply to the College of Nursing?

Answer:  To apply, students must have WBIS, PSYCH, NURS 200, and four of the six sciences completed with grades; students must be enrolled in the remaining 

sciences at the time of application.  Students must have completed 45 credits.  The College of Nursing admits students twice a year – in August and January – to begin clinicals the semester following application.  

Applications are due before the term begins.  Watch the College of Nursing website (www.uwosh.edu/con) for updates and announcements.  

Question:  Where can I find the application for the College of Nursing?

Answer:  On the College of Nursing website- www.uwosh.edu/con.  It’s a good idea to bookmark this site as you will use it often.  
Question:  How many people are accepted each semester?

Answer:  Approximately 140 students apply for admission each cycle. 

Of these, 70 to 72 are accepted.   

Question:  What was the average GPA for acceptance into the College of Nursing?

Answer:  The average GPA for acceptance into the clinical program was 3.67 for August 2006 and 3.5 for January 2007.   This floats based on the pool of applicants.
Question:  Do I have to have my CNA certification?
Answer:  It is not required; however, the College of Nursing prefers that applicants have their CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) certification completed and that they have work or volunteer experience with a diversity of populations. 

Question:  What happens if I don’t get in?

Answer:  It’s always a good idea to have a Plan B (don’t put all your eggs in one basket). There are more ways to help people and/or be in healthcare, such as other majors in allied health fields, health care management, or the helping professions.  Students may also think about reapplying, changing majors, adding a minor, or transferring to a different school.  

Question:  Is there a waiting list?

Answer:  There is no waiting list.

Question:  If I don’t get in, do I need to reapply or does the College of Nursing keep my application?  

Answer:  Students unsuccessful being admitted in a given semester must submit a new written application in subsequent semesters to be considered for admission. 

Question:  What happens if I’m a transfer student looking to apply for entrance into the College of Nursing?

Answer:  Transfer students seeking admission directly into the clinical major are eligible to apply ONLY for the Fall Semester each year (unless you are attending a 2-year UW college). All transfer students must complete two applications: 

1. Undergraduate Admission Application for UW Oshkosh with transcripts. 

Application is available online at www.apply.wisconsin.edu or at the UW Oshkosh 

Admission office in Dempsey 135. 

2. College of Nursing Professional Major Admission Application. 

Application is available online at www.uwosh.edu/con or at UW Oshkosh 

Undergraduate Program Office in Nursing Education 148. 

Question:  What if I’m thinking of taking courses at a different school?  How do I know if they will transfer into UW-Oshkosh?

Answer:  Please refer to the Transfer Information System website at www.uwsa.edu/tis.  This is the best way to identify course equivalents.
Question:  How do I know if I should be a nurse?

Answer:  If you have the interest, skills, and ability along with your CNA and volunteer experience, you may find that this is the right career path for you.  

Get involved early so you can go through some of the situations you may be placed in as a nurse.

Question:  What if I have more questions?
Answer:  Dawn Downs Arnold or Melissa Lantta are the advisors for the College of Nursing.  Students accepted to UWO can call 920-424-1268 to set up an appointment to see their advisor.  Transfer students must first apply to UWO and attend a Transfer Day session.  
Important Websites to Remember:

College of Nursing:  www.uwosh.edu/con
Transfer Information System:  www.uwsa.edu/tis
UARC:  www.uwosh.edu/advising
4 out of the 6 sciences








